MILLER DRICSOLL PTA JOINT MEETING
Monday, October 15, 2007

Attendance:  Patti Hoffmann, Leslie Hinshaw, Chris Bluestein, Teresa Waldron, Allison McHugh, Pam Carlson, Sheila Brown, Robin Casl, Viv Stewart, Brenda McCurry, Lorien Saumier, Cheryl Jensen-Gerner, Priscilla Thors, Kristen DiPalma, Fred Rapczynski, Lynne Tinacci, Carri Vickrey, Lory McCabe, Lauren Yoon, Jeanne Robertson, Kim Hearl, Kathleen Macorey, Nina Morrissey, Karen Keating, Stacey Savas, Liz Cocoros, Laurie Musilli, Lora Sherman, Jen Hulse, Eliot Patty, Karen Morneau, Lory Rothstein, Patti Connor. 

Secretary’s Report :  Minutes approved from the September 17th meeting. 

President’s Report:  Introduction of Fred Rapczynski, new Pre-School Coordinator.  PTA Council has their Ski & Skate Sale last Friday 10/12.  Attendance was great and they did well on funds raised.  Family photo weekend is set with Apple Box Studios – encouraged your friends to sign up.  The Principal’s coffee was held last week, with not great attendance.  The librarians did a great presentation and will have another one in the spring.  The Principals are open to suggestions to change the format to increase the attendance. The next Principal’s coffee is on November 8th and will cover the writing curriculum.  

This Thursday, 10/18 at 9:30 at Driscoll is the SPED coffee with the guest speaking Jim Martin, the District Social Worker.    

Lynne Tinacci – Please attend the principal’s coffees.  The Driscoll Halloween parade will be 10/30 – inside with no parents if it is raining.  The classroom parties are after.  The M/D Long Range Planning Committee is forming for this year – anyone interested in participating please contact Lynne.  

Cheryl Jensen-Gerner – Miller Halloween parade is on 10/31 – please park at the Hope Church.  Then end of the first marking period is after Halloween.  

Membership Report:  
Driscoll – 361 members,   18 teachers




Miller – 368 members,   23 teachers 

Treasurer’s Report:   Both of the treasurer’s distributed their respective school budgets.  

Special Education Committee Report:  Introduction of Lory McCabe (D) and Chris Bluestein (M) as the Special Ed Pre School representatives.  They are interested in improving communication between the parents and school staff.  

Winter Carnival:  Need to make sure that the Winter Carnival events are all pre-school appropriate.  Need to form a committee.  

Pumpkin Carving:  Signed up are 100 people for Monday, 50 for Tuesday and 75 for Wednesday.  It is from 7 – 8 PM.  The total capacity for the event is 140 and each of the kids needs PTA waivers.  There will be popcorn and cider served and food pantry donations are being accepted.  

Kindergarten Social:  Lora Sherman is heading this up – Scheduled for Friday, 11/2, 7 – 9 PM at Trackside.  There is a good response thus far.  

Book Fair:  Scheduled now as the “Book Fair Blizzard”  theme, for 11/14 through 11/20 with the family night 6 – 8 PM Thursday, 11/16.  Beth Crowell is coordinating the volunteers – if you are interested please email her at bethcrowell@yahoo.com.  This year, Scholastic is doing a “One for Books” program, asking for a $1 donation per book.  The teachers also need book donations.    

Driscoll Art Coordinator:  Eliot Patty happily reported that the Driscoll art closet is all cleaned and organized (thank you!).  

Background Checks:  Alison McHugh reported that a Mass. State law required that anyone volunteering for the PTA have a background check.  Lynne Tinacci reported that the BOE under Dr. Clune’s era, had explored and rejected the idea as volunteers do not spend time unsupervised time with children while volunteering.  

Reflections:  Lauren Yoon reported that artwork was needed for the art competition around Christmas.  

Art Productions:  Kathleen Maloney reported that the fundraiser artwork deadline is set for 10/29. 

Winter Carnival:  Jen Hulse, Chair of the Winter Carnival this year reported that the date is set for March 8th, 2008.  A few notes about last year – the grab bags sold out last year, drop boxes for donations should be put together for each of the schools, there is a Room Rep. meeting regarding the Winter Carnival volunteering schedule on 10/23 at Driscoll, 9:30.

Respectfully submitted 11/5 by Kimberly Johnson 

