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Miller/Driscoll Joint PTA Board Meeting

Minutes

September 17, 2007

1. Call To Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m.

Attendance: (Driscoll) Lory Rothstein, Maria Haljun, Pam Carlson, Leslie Hinshaw, Lorien Saumier, Teresa Waldron, Lana Taubin, Diane Harley, Heather Tietjen, Ashley Gouveia, Nina Morrissey, Laurie Aston, Margaret Ogdon, Remi Hahn, Melissa Kyle, Donna Peterson, Rindy Hesselman, Robin Paradis, Tracey Owens, Lory McCabe, Gary Cramer, Jeanne Robertson, Kate Filaski, Angela Grandolfo, Bernadette Hess, Sally Healy, Cory Lee, Lynn Tinacci, Carri Vickrey.


(Miller) Patty Connor, Kimberly Johnson, Jerusha Vogel, Bernadette Macdonald, Shelley Spezzano, Michelle Brubaker, Aileen Masone, Kathleen Maloney, Janet Lane, Laurie Maggio, Bev Hermann, Beth Crowell, Patricia Hollings, Jay Borriello, MaryBeth Peterson, Michelle Brubaker, Amy Liang Bostwick, Kathie Mandel, Jane Mitchell, Kim Hearl, Debbie McGrath, Chris Winrow, Azra Reza, Cheryl Jensen-Gerner, Sheelah Brown, Robin Casl 
Excused: Eliot Patty, Dina Levi, Eileen Nolan, Sheree Loud, Krissy Wood, Lora Sherman, Stacey Savas

Opening Remarks: (Patty Connor, Miller President, and Lory Rothstein, Driscoll President) 

Patty and Lory welcomed everyone and introduced their Executive Boards, Principals, Assistant Principals and Teacher Representatives for the Miller and Driscoll PTAs, respectively.  Lory noted that we had a guest speaker, Mary Channing from the Board of Education to discuss Bus Safety.

2. Secretary’s Report: (Pam Carlson, Driscoll Secretary)

Pam discussed the process for approving the prior PTA meeting minutes and some of the procedures of a PTA meeting, including requiring a quorum of 15 voting members at each meeting.  It is particularly important for committee chairpersons to attend the meetings, or contact someone on the Board of an absence and that committee members have paid their PTA membership dues.  A motion was made, seconded and duly approved to approve the minutes from the previous meeting on May 21, 2007, including Gifts and Grants. 

3. Presidents Report: (Patty Connor and Lory Rothstein, Miller and Driscoll Presidents) 

Both Presidents extended numerous thank yous to all volunteers who worked hard over the summer and the first few weeks of school to get us all off to a great start.  Committees recognized:  Bus Safety, Handbook, Room Reps, School Supplies, Website Manager (Dorothy Pagliaro), Schoolhouse Scoop, Photo Days, Nominating, Hospitality and 1st day Packets teams.

Lory and Patty mentioned the various meetings in which they are involved each month as PTA Presidents (PTA Council, Dr. Richards and Principals meetings) and said that they would bring forth any pertinent issues to future PTA meetings.  To that end, the Alert Now program was recently discussed with Dr. Richards.  Although there has been some confusion with early tests of the system with the public, Dr. Richards relayed that more communication will be forthcoming shortly.  The Alert Now system will be used primarily for early closings after school has already started, not for announcements of school closings before the buses begin.

The Presidents also discussed a change in the SchoolHouse Scoop communications vehicle.  In an effort to cut down on paper and redundancy of entries, a full issue of the Schoolhouse Scoop will be published the 1st Thursday of each month (with community info etc),   A one page, brief, “Single Scoop” will then be published mid-month for most important and hot information only.  Also, only older siblings in the buildings will receive the Schoolhouse Scoop starting with the next issue.

4. Principals’ Reports: (Cheryl Jensen-Gerner, Miller Principal; Lynn Tinacci, Driscoll Principal) 

Ms. Jensen-Gerner reported that Miller’s Open House for 2nd grade and half of 1st grade occurred last week and that the Kindergarten and other half of 1st grade will be next week (Sept 25).  Photo Day went smoothly and on time, and that the year has started off with a great beginning and has been very smooth. She was happy to see parents involved so early in the year at other events (library, etc)

Mrs. Tinacci reiterated that the year has had a very smooth start.  She thanked the PTA for the staff luncheon and a successful Photo Day.  She noted that the last Driscoll Open House was for that evening (Sept 17) for 2nd grade and half of 1st grade, starting at 7:00 for specials teachers and 7:30 in the cafeteria.

The first Principal’s Coffee is at 9:30 on Oct 11.  The two Librarians, Barbara Clancy and Joyce Torres will be discussing some of the new books from Book Fairs.  

5. Bus Safety: (Mary Channing, Board of Education):
Mary started by thanking all of the bus volunteers for the first week of school, to Lynn Philbrick who has filled in for the PTA Council position on Bus Safety, and to all the parents who did not drive their kids to school, particularly that first week.  Route 7 is still offering big delays, so she continues to advise parents to have children take the bus.  Mary meets with the D.O.T. weekly to minimize the impact of construction on traffic, but delays will continue for awhile.  The bus system works on 3 tiers, and Miller/Driscoll is the third tier, so any delays on Cider Mill and the Middlebrook/WHS tiers impact timing for our schools.

Some helpful suggestions/reminders for Bus Safety to share with your children:

· Be at your stop, 6’ from the side of the road, not in the car and still giving kisses

· No parents or dogs are allowed on the bus

· Kids need to find their seats and buckle themselves (drivers can’t assist)

· Backpacks should be on backs, not swinging, and should not have anything dangling, as it could get caught on doors

· No Food or Drink on the bus, due to food allergies and possible choking issues

· Have your child use the handrail for balance

· Keep the aisles clear (if child’s legs are in the aisle, his buckle is probably not tight!)

· Encourage Kindergarteners to sit in the front of the bus

· Buses have 2 video/audio cameras for verification of any issues that occur on  the bus (please remind your children of that if they or you have any concerns)

· Please include addresses on notes for different drop-off locations (i.e. play dates), as well as date and your child’s full name, not just other child’s name

· Any bullying concerns on the bus will/should be addressed with the Assistant Principals of school, as the bus ride is part of the school day

Buses can drop off children at other locations for after school activities (if there are less than ten or so kids going to that location), such as Bright Horizons, Ambler Farm, Wilton Dance Studio, religious houses.  One exception is Fatima, as there are about 100 kids who need to go there after school on certain days.  Check with the websites to find more alternate bus information.

If you are waiting for a bus for a long time (>10min.), call Laidlaw directly at 762-5093 and the dispatcher can track down your bus.

There are a lot of new drivers this year, so if you have specific concerns, please email Mary (channingm@wilton.k12.ct.us).   Mary prefers emails to phone calls to correspond, to ensure a more timely response.  

6. Ski and Skate Sale: (Bev Hermann, PTA Council)
Bev reported that the annual Ski and Skate sale is scheduled for Oct 12, 13, and 14 at Comstock. (indoors)  She suggested that people don’t need to bring anything to donate, as they are offering brand new merchandise from vendors at very good prices. She encouraged everyone to buy for the PTA Council fundraiser and welcomes all volunteers.

7. Treasurers’ Reports: (Leslie Hinshaw, Driscoll Treasurer, Bernadette Macdonald, Miller Treasurer) 

Leslie described the process for building the annual budget (by looking at historical trends and factoring in new projects or upcoming expenses, such as visiting authors, etc.) Miller and Driscoll split expenses, so committees should look at both budgets to get their totals, i.e. 2nd grade picnic, handbook etc). 

She mentioned there will be no silent auction this year.  The only fundraising activities will be a fall appeal letter, like last year, and the winter carnival, which will have class projects.  The PTAs also get some income from the Turnover Shop, Photo days, and Membership dues.

Bernadette noted a few differences in the Miller budget vs. the Driscoll budget, including the Japanese Garden and art appreciation due to a need to update Driscoll’s supply closet for art appreciation.  She also mentioned that she will be investing in a cd to take advantage of interest rates.

Motions were made, seconded and duly approved to accept each PTA’s budget for 2007-2008.

8. Membership Reports: (Maria Haljun, Driscoll VP, Jerusha Vogel, Miller VP)

Maria reported that Driscoll currently has 330 members of the PTA and that additional forms will be available at the front table and at tonight’s Open House.

Jerusha reported that Miller has 290 memberships thus far, and forms are available on site.

9. Committee Reports:
1. Photo days:

Lisa Cawley reported that they were able to get all staff pictures, to help with next year’s handbook.  Retake day is Oct 19 for Driscoll.  Tentatively 10/26 is Miller’s retake day.

2. Kindergarten Parent Social:
The date for this event has been changed to November 2, at Trackside.

3. Nutrition Council:
Lana Taubin reported that this committee is an outgrowth of the Health and Wellness policy that was started a few years ago, primarily due to student allergies in school.  No news to report at this time.  Kathy Mandel mentioned her interest in tying nutrition to the environment to broaden the scope of their work.  

4. Schoolhouse Scoop:
Kellianne Frankel reiterated the monthly Scoop will be 4 pages long, issued on the 1st Thursday of the month.  All items need to be received by 3pm on the Friday before distribution.  She requested that there be one main contact per committee with the Scoop and that all entries should be emailed to Lory, Patty, Michele Bennett and herself (not just one person on the list).

5. Spiritwear:
Laura Imrie mentioned the new inventory (with new logos) will be available at Open Houses, and order forms are also on the website.

6. Handbook:
Isabelle Foltz reported that an update will be made available in November.  Please contact her with any concerns or changes.

7. School Supplies:
Sally Healy reported that Driscoll had 10 more orders than last year.  Everything went well.

8. Pre-school Representatives:
Donna Peterson and Chris Bluestein were introduced as the Pre-school Reps.  Jennifer Gridley is taking Kristin Curtin’s spot as she departs for maternity leave.


9. Library:
Tracey Owens reported that the 62 volunteers have all been trained and that there is  a small wait list.


10. Art Appreciation:
Kim Hearl noted that she needs 2 volunteers for Casl’s and Stagno’s classes.  A training meeting on 10/2 will be held for 1st and 2nd grade.  Art appreciation does not start for Kindergartners until January, for which there will be a December meeting.

10. New Business

Debbie McGrath reported that Box Tops earned $1422 last year and already has about $600 worth of tops collected this year.  She is hoping to develop some contests or incentives to collect more Box Tops from students.  

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.  The next PTA meeting will be on Monday, October 15, 2007 in the Driscoll Cafeteria starting at 9:30 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Pam Carlson

Driscoll PTA Secretary

