Cider Mill PTA Minutes

October 12, 2004

Present: Cholnoky, Contino, Dash, DeWitt, Duemmler, Foster, Harris, Kehoe, Lash, Liptrot, McCusker, McReynolds, Meehan, Merolla, Mitchell, Nagpal, O’Keefe, Richter, Rico, Routledge, Stewart, Thompson  

President’s Report:  The Conversation with Dr. Richards was very successful with good attendance and good ideas.  Dr. Richards is planning on attending our November PTA meeting.  His theme for this school year is Citizenship and Civility and Cider Mill is currently looking for a volunteer to work to develop this theme12.  The Wilton Library will be holding an event with two of the original actors in the movie “To Kill a Mocking bird.”  On October 28 Middlebrook School will be holding a presentation on internet safety.  The after school clubs are starting this week.  The Ski and Skate sale is this week-end with consignments taken on Thursday and Friday and sales handled Saturday and Sunday.   The installation of cameras on the buses is just about complete and the film retention policy is still under discussion.  The Art Department is looking for tube sock donations.

Treasurer’s Report:  We have exceeded our projected revenue figures as a result of the successful Gift Wrap Sale.  The purpose of the Smith Barney account has been identified as cumulative donations for scholarships managed by the Student Financial Aid Committee (SFAC).  

Principal’s Report:   Mrs. Rico expressed appreciation for the work done by the Landscaping and the Gift Wrap Committees. On Wednesday, October 29 there will be an Adult Program given on the Reading Programs used at Cider Mill.  She reminded parents to send their children in with proper outdoor attire as the weather turns.  The Turf installation is expected to be complete in about a week and the children’s playground time continues to be managed with their safety in mind.  Ms. O’Keefe continued the Principal’s report with an announcement that Cider Mill will be working with the faculty and students to brainstorm ideas on how to implement Dr. Richards theme on Citizenship and Civility.

Teachers Report:  Mrs. McCusker expressed appreciation for the gift wrap display and courtyard landscaping work. 

Guest Speaker:  Ellen Essman spoke on the League of Women Voters 5th grade voter presentation which teaches the basics of Wilton’s Town Government and takes them through the voting process.  It is scheduled for October 25 and 26th occurring in three 45 minute shifts starting in the morning.  Volunteers are sought for any of these shifts with training provided by the LWV.

Committee Reports:

Gift Wrap:   This year’s fundraiser brought in $59,000 with strong participation from students and staff.  Pam Thompson asked that PTA members thank Carol Coffey for her hard work during the fundraiser even though she wasn’t on the committee.

Membership: Membership continues to grow.  We now have 750 members in the PTA including 65 Teachers.

Gifts and Grants: There are four gift and grant requests for this meeting.  A request was made for $600 for a show case for the Living Museum in the science wing.  The PTA voted approval for this request.  An amount of $250 was requested to repaint the United States maps on the North and South playgrounds.  The request was approved.  A request for $73 was made to purchase videos entitled Helping Children at Home and School which provides guidance on mental and emotional issues of school age children.  This request was approved.  The last request was to fund a pilot enrichment program for the 3rd grade students at the Pequot Museum in northern Connecticut.  The amount of the request was $6 per student for a total request of $1992.  Discussion ensued addressing the pros and cons of this request and ended with a PTA voted to approve it.

Turkey Trot: The committee is considering a change in entrance fee from a can of food to $1 due to the difficulty in managing the bulk and weight of the contributions.  A decision will be finalized and communicated to the student population shortly.  The event will be renamed Mr. Cook’s Turkey Trot to reflect the work of its originator who is retiring this year.  The scheduled dates are Nov. 19 for 3rd grade, Nov. 22 for 4th grade and Nov. 23 for 5th grade.  The T-shirt logo has been redesigned and is still for sale at $10.  Children can download an order form off the school website and bring it in to their Teacher.

Board Of Education Observer: Nan Merolla reported that a new meeting agenda has been implemented at the Board of Education to contain the meeting length and keep it crisp.  Enrollment numbers based on October 1 data will be reported at this months meeting on October 14 at 7:30 pm.   Current enrollment figures are lower then projected by 49 students although the actual numbers are higher than last year by 57 students.  

PTA Council: The SKI and Skate sale is scheduled for this week-end and the council wishes to extend thanks to all the volunteers working on the event.  All members are encouraged to attend and support the councils’ only fundraiser.  The Fall Gifts and Grants program has begun and will be accepting applications from all the schools and the community through the first of November.  The awards will be made in December.  The Cultural Arts Fund supports the Fine and Performing Arts Departments in each of our schools and has just sent out its annual appeal last week.  Please support this worthy group.  Their first program this year is to contribute $1,000 towards bringing in the original actors who played the characters Jem and Scout from “To Kill a Mockingbird” so they can speak to the students at Middlebrook and at the High School.  The 8th grade class at Middlebrook studies this book.  The actors will also speak at the Wilton Library on November 1 at 7:30pm.   The programming for this year and next is dedicated to Civility and Citizenship in concert with Dr. Richards efforts.  The PTA Council reminds everyone to vote on November 2and also to mark your calendars for the Town Vote in May of 2005.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30am. 

