Cider Mill PTA Minutes

September 14, 2004

Present:Bendix, Casinelli, Cavalea, Chann, Cholnoky, Cobb, Contino, Cunningham, Curley, Dash, Denton, DeWitt, Duemmler, Farmakis, Fechter, Fields, Finkelstein, Foltz, Foster, Greer, Harris, Hueglin, Jacobsen, Kaminsky, Kelleher, Krueger, Lamason, Lash, Lin, Liptrot, Livesay, McClintock, McCusker, McReynolds, Merolla, Mitchell, Miecce, Munro, Nagpal, O’Keefe, Prario, Richter, Rico, Routledge, Roberts, Sanna, Sciarretta, Singh, Stewart, Sutherland, Thompson, Vail, Williams

President’s Report:

The meeting was called to order at 9:20 a.m.  The President introduced the Executive Board.  She announced that Hot Cider will be published bi-monthly in hard copy and will not be posted on the website to allow for the inclusion of names and phone numbers.  The web site for the schools will post delayed openings, school closings and the general calendar.  A request was made for all parents to forward their box tops for education to the school so that credit could be obtained from the participating companies.  The Lost and Found will be organized by Robin Field with unclaimed items sent to the resale shop on a monthly basis.  All efforts will be made to return labeled clothes to their owners.  The only major school fundraiser, gift wrap sales, will be under way in September.  It was noted that some parents are passing buses at drop off and pick up.  The inherent danger in passing a bus puts our children at risk and subjects the driver to a possible fine of $450.00 for each bus passed.  Volunteers are needed for 5th grade field day; Adult Programs; Foreign Language International Field Day; Teacher Appreciation lunched in April.

Treasurer’s Report:

The contact for budget items is our new Treasurer Amy Harris who can be contacted at homewench@aol.com.  A budget increase was included for visiting authors and will be contingent on the gift wrap revenue.  A request was made by the Landscaping committee for additional funds.  It was noted that there will be no reimbursement for photocopying and that sales tax need not be spent when purchasing items for the school.   

Principal’s Report:

Ginny Rico introduced her staff including the new Assistant Principal, Catherine O’Keefe who comes from New Canaan where she worked as a 3rd grade Teacher.  She noted we’ve had a smooth start to the new year and more Parent/Staff meetings are planned for both day and evening meetings.  Chartwells is looking to hire additional staff for the lunchroom and anyone interested can contact the school.  Turf delivery is underway to the new football field and playground time is being managed for the children’s safety.  

Teacher’s Representative:

Hilary thanked the PTA for the opening day hot and cold lunch provided.  She will be putting up an information board and posting any relevant PTA forms.  She noted that 20-25% of the staff have already joined the PTA.  

Committee Reports:

Gift Wrap- The gift wrap sale is under way and $7,500 gross has been received in orders.

Turkey Trot- The November activity has been planned for each class to raise money for needy families.  T-shirt sales will be held again to raise additional funds for the charity.  The entry fee for the race is a can of food to donate.

Special Education- A Sped Net calendar has been distributed to identify upcoming programs including the Nov. 19 one on Computer Addiction and the January one on Homework Strategies.

Ski and Skate Sale- This will be held on October 15 to the 17th.  

BOE Observer- 54 new Teachers were welcomed at the Board of Education meeting.  John Benson resigned as Vice Chairman of the Board of Education and Susan Bruschi replaced him.  Troy Ellen Dixon became Secretary.  Nan Merolla noted that the PTA Council welcomes any input on issues affecting our schools.  She added that she hopes many attend the Ski and Skate Sale and the Family Portrait Weekend, as these are PTA Councils only fundraisers for their programs and Gifts and Grants.

Membership- Doon Foster noted that membership stands at about 550 memberships out of 800 families.

New Business:

A motion was made to pass the budget and the budget was passed.

Mrs. McCurdy and Mrs. Dellinger spoke about the school wide Foreign Language Department and the foreign language parties and book fair.  They are looking for assistance with these events and welcome volunteers.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15.

