Cider Mill School

PTA

everychild.onevoice.
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October 11, 2005

CALL TO ORDER

Pam Thompson, President:

Pam Thompson called the meeting to order at 9:20 am.

A quorum of 30 voting members was not met until later in the meeting; therefore, approval of the minutes and more importantly the grant for Mrs. Sheehan had to be delayed until such quorum was met.
ATTENDANCE:

Present:  Pam Thompson, Connie Cobb, Amy Harris, Nancy Liptrot, Sherry Cunningham, Carole Kelleher, Ginette Courtney, Suzanne Ellenthal, JoAnn Brant, Michelle Fechter, Debbie Burns, Lynn Philbrick, Rebecca Lin, Sherry McReynolds, Susan Lash, Vicki Michael, Jennifer Farmakis, Ellen Willis, Leny Jacobson, Chris Collins, Ginny Rico, Catherine O’Keefe, Sheila Casinelli, Pam Haas, Jennifer Iacono, Amanda Lord, Patty Scott, Nancy Saxe, Theresa Hueglin, and Mary Hughes

Excused:  Genevieve Eason, Susie Cella, Sue Fraccaroli, Cynthia Brandt, and Nan Merolla

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Sherry Cunningham, Secretary:  The minutes from the September 13, 2005 meeting were duly approved as corrected.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Pam Thompson, President:

Pam took time and thanked all committees that have been active since our last PTA meeting.  Without our volunteers, the PTA could not continue to bring quality enrichment programs to our children.

Mary Preston has asked the PTA volunteers to let her know when you have to make copies for scheduling purposes.  She is thankful for the cooperation she has received this year.

On September 21, 2005, a “Community Conversation, Youth and Alcohol” was held and only attended by 50 or so people.  It was discussed at the meeting that the national age a child first experiments with alcohol is 11.3.  Wilton would like to be proactive and believes that it is never too early to educate our children.

Marty Hauhuth guest speaker from Positive Directions was in attendance.  See below for discussion. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Ginny Rico, Principal:  Ginny Rico thanked all volunteers for their efforts on photography day.  The event ran very smoothly.  Ginny also thanked the special events planners for the assemblies that have been planned for the year.  Ginny stated that the buses are running quite well.
Ginny gave another round of thanks to all of our families for Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.  To date Cider Mill students have raised $3,200.  This first collection will go to Americares.  Quarters are continuing to be collected and the next contribution will be sent to The Red Cross.

TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE

Mary Hughes, Teacher Representative:

Mary reported nothing but praise for the PTA’s many volunteers to date:  the Gift Wrap campaign chairs, Katrina Bands, Quarters for Katrina, Mother’s in the classroom, laminating “Angels”, and the River Walk volunteers.  Mary wants to touch base with Cynthia Brandt, publicity chair, to make sure teachers know about her role in promoting school wide events.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Connie Cobb, Vice President:  Membership is going well; however, we are still short of our goal.  Connie will continue to run notices in the Hot Cider encouraging people to join.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Amy Harris, Treasurer:  Amy distributed the current income statement.  No questions were raised.  Amy stated that the Handbook expenses were high this year, but to expect them to be lower in the following year.  Binders had to be ordered because we ran out of inventory.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Maryellen Basile, Gift Wrap:  Sale went very well and receipts are close to $47,000.  Cider Mill receives $.50 on every $1.00, plus 6% profit on gift-wrap only.  The committee used 3 approaches that they believe will make this year’s campaign successful.  First, they started the sale one week later so the parents did not feel inundated with paper that first week of school.  Secondly, they marketed to parents vs. students.  Lastly, they will have a 1 day pickup procedure.  This will cut down on the number of volunteers needed to staff the multiple pickup days used in the past.

Remember that you can continue to order online.  By using school code 101812, Cider Mill will get credit for the sale.

Chris Collins, Katrina Bands:  Chris admitted to running by the seat of her pants with an idea her children came up with to help raise money for Hurricane Katrina relief.  Chris donated 200 bands at a cost of $98 and the PTA purchased another 325 ($179.25) to be sold at $3 each.  100 percent of the proceeds will be donated.  Any remaining bracelets can be purchased from the school store. 

Nancy Saxe, Ski and Skate and 5th Grade Voter Education:  If you are able to volunteer for the Ski and Skate event, contact Jane Sanger or Nancy.  Volunteers were still coming in.

Thursday, October 20th, there will be a Voter Education training session from 9-10.  On Wednesday and Thursday, Nov 2nd and 3rd, the 5th graders will hold a mock election.  Volunteers are needed and you don’t have to have a 5th grader to volunteer.  Contact Nancy if you are interested at Nsaxe@optonline.net.

Sherry McReynolds, Gifts and Grants:  Sherry presented a $312 grant request from Kate Sheehan in the music department.  Kate would like to purchase 6 harmony harps to be used in 1 of 4 centers (percussion, xylophone, melody harps and strings).  These harps will be used by every student in the school.  In addition, the curriculum for the 4th graders includes a section on strings.  In the spring, the harps will rotate to Ms. Hadely and Mr. Pearson for use with their music classes.

Leny Jacobson moved to accept the $312 grant, Carole Kelleher, seconded the motion and it was dully approved.

Lynn Philbrick, Turkey Trot:  The annual Turkey Trot will be run in the same fashion as in the past with recognition awards going to the top 10 male and female finishers.  The dates for the event are November 16 for 3rd grade, 17th for 4th grade and the 18th  for 5th grade.  Girls will run at 7:15 followed by the boys at 7:30.  Each child is asked to donate $1.00 which will be used to purchase gift cards for groceries for families in need right here in Wilton.

As of today, there are 98 t-shirt orders in.  All proceeds from the sale of shirts will be used to help purchase the gift cards.

Susan Lash, Apple Core Yearbook:  The yearbook will be going digital this year.  Every 5th grader will receive one.  Advertisements can be purchased for $7.50 and can be purchased by anyone.  This is a great idea for grandparents, too.  The advertisements cover the cost of the yearbook.  The yearbook has to be completed by March in order for it to be ready before the end of the year.

Carole Kelleher, Fall Book Fair:  The book fair will be cut back by 1 day this year and will include 4 days.  There will be a special shop day and time for set up volunteers.  November 15th is setup at 2:30.  November 16th through Monday, November 21st will be the sale.  Breakdown is the 22nd.

Amanda Lord, Volunteer Coordinator:  Amanda let the PTA know that there are over 1000 volunteers.  For any committee chair, if it is possible to let Amanda know what dates you will be needing volunteers, it will make for better coordination of the volunteers.  Please keep this in mind when you fill out your year end evaluations for the turnover meeting.

GUEST SPEAKER

Marty Hauhuth, Executive Director, Positive Directions The Center for Prevention & Recovery:  Marty talked about a program called Creating Lasting Family Connections.  This program is being offered in cooperation with Wilton Youth Council and in collaboration with the Wilton PTA, Vision 2020 and United Way.  The 10 week program runs for 2 hours per week and is intended for parents of 5th graders.  A short video was presented to help viewers understand how the program can help you and your family.  Call Wilton Youth Council for more information at 834-6241.  

Wilton Youth Council is having an informational coffee at Ellen Schneidman’s on October 27 at 9:30.

Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 10:05 am.  The next CM PTA Board meeting is scheduled for November 15th at 9:15 am in the CM cafeteria.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry Cunningham

Secretary

