Cider Mill School

PTA

everychild.onevoice.
Cider Mill PTA Board Meeting

September 13, 2005

Call to order: (Pam Thompson, President):

Pam Thompson called the meeting to order at 9:15 am.

ATTENDANCE:

Present:  Pam Thompson, Connie Boepple, Amy Harris, Nancy Liptrot, Sherry Cunningham, Jayne Sullivan, Carole Kelleher, Ginette Courtney, Suzanne Ellenthal, Polly Dilworth, JoAnn Brant, Jennifer Davatzes, Debbie Chan, Michelle Fechter, Katherine Forelle, Karen O’Brien, Debbie Burns, Sara Quantock, Linda Petro, Alison Vail, Lynn Philbrick, Patty Contino, Rebecca Lin, Lauren Prario, Dina Livesay, Eileen Schneidman, Shery McReynold, Kathy Bendheim, Susan Lash, Sally Healy, Mary Hughes, Cynthia Brandt, Vicki Michael, Nan Merolla, Jennifer Farmakis, Jannice William, Ellen Willing, Leny Jacobson, Amy Burke

Excused:  Patricia Scott

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Pam Thompson, President:

Pam reported on a meeting with the PTA presidents and Dr. Richards:

(  The school was off to a good start

(  The open house for new teachers over the summer was a huge success

(  Buses are doing well at Cider Mill; however, more work needs to be done at the HS and Miller/Driscoll.  Cameras are operational on all buses.

(  Over the summer Jimmy Crofts passed away.  There was information provided if anyone wanted to make a donation to his children’s education fund.

(  The state has mandated that testing be done during March.  The staff is asking that you not extend your March vacations with this in mind.  The 2006 and 2007 school calendar has been modified for this testing. Wilton will move to a February and April break schedule.

Pam reported on the state of things at CM.  

(  The gift-wrap display was up and ready for all to see at open house (meet the teacher day) and the fundraising campaign is up and running thanks to Maryellen Basile and Kathy Souvlin. 

(  The handbook crew of Susan Lash, Katherine Forelle, Debbie Chan and Linda Salvato have had 14 years of experience combined and will be moving on to Middlebrook at the end of the year. 

(  A room representative meeting was coordinated by the north and south house chairs.  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Ginny Ricco, Principal:  

Ginny Ricco reiterated that the buses were running smoothly and 27 out of 33 buses were arriving to CM by 7:30.  The others were arriving before 7:40.  With no child being picked up before 7 am, students now go straight to their classes without having to wait in the cafeteria.

Ginny asked for volunteers for the Long Range Planning Committee.  The commitment would be for 1 meeting a month, on Monday or Tuesday between 7:30 and 9 pm.  October 1, 2005 is the first meeting.  Contact Ginny or Kathy O’Keefe if you are interested.

Ginny spoke about the 2 fundraisers that have been spearheaded by CM school to help those in need after hurricane Katrina.  The first one is the pocket change collection being held in each classroom and the second is a program for children to skip a snack on Thursday’s.  If every child were to participate, it was estimated that CM could collect $25,000.  Monies raised would be matched by Scholastic Books, Inc. for the purchase of books for children in the affected areas.

TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE

Mary Hughes, Teacher Representative:

Mary thanked the PTA members for the back to school lunch and little treats left in the office the first week of school.  They were much appreciated.  She also reported that picture day ran smoothly.  The teachers wanted PTA members to know that the courtyards look lovely.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Connie Cobb, Vice President:  Membership is going well; we have 30% of our goal met between parents and teachers.  Connie stated that a portion of membership dues goes to the state and national PTAs, which is busy advocating on the behalf of all PTA’s.  The rest of the monies collected help subsidize CM PTA programs.  A notice will go into the Hot Cider encouraging people to join.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Sherry Cunningham, Secretary:  The minutes from the May 11, 2005 meeting were duly amended to replace Pat Gould’s name to Pat Mahon, Technology Instructional Leader for the $527 for Matchware Mediator Software.  In addition, Pat Gould, Language Arts Instructional Leader’s name was added to the purchase Word Family Linking Cubes for $1,296.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Amy Harris, Treasurer:  Amy presented the proposed budget for 2005-2006.  A motion was made, seconded and duly approved to accept the proposed budget.  

GUEST SPEAKER

Sheila Wakoff, Coordinator Wilton Continuing Education and Debbie Chavez, Instructor spoke to members about the wide array of classes available through Wilton Continuing Education.  They passed out the fall brochure and noted that classes start Monday, September 19th.  There are many morning computer classes available for mom’s looking to learn the software their children will be using here in school like powerpoint.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Eileen Krueger, Nominations:  Eileen mentioned that there were just a few spots to fill on this year’s board.  Anyone who did not pick up their folders from the turnover meeting in May, she has them for you.

Patty Contino, Lynn Philbrick and Laura Callahan, Turkey Trot:  The annual Turkey Trot is 30 years old and had started by retired gym teacher Mr. Cook to raise money for families in need around the holidays.  It is explained to the kids as a gift of time.  Last year CM children raised $3000 for the needy.  This year the teachers have asked to have not just a turkey trot t-shirt, but t-shirts in house colors so that they could be worn all during the year for the many spirit occasions.  The committee believes this would be a way to raise more money because the t-shirts would appeal to a wide number of children.  

The turkey trot would be run in the same fashion as in the past with recognition awards going to the top 10 male and female finishers.  There would also be the give away cup for participation.

Ginny Ricco asked if there was any way to move the dates from the holiday week, back to Wednesday, Nov 16th through Friday, Nov 18th.  The committee agreed to look into these dates and felt it would be easier to get volunteers to help out as many people start their vacations early.

Cynthia Brandt, Publicity:  Cynthia stated that if you are heading a committee to expect a call from her so that she could write a press release to let the community know of local school activities.  This will also help to have a photographer at the event.  If you do not her from her, please call her so that a program gets the attention it deserves in the papers.

Carole Kelleher, Fall Book Fair:  Carole discussed the Katrina fundraising idea about raising money to buy books for children affected by the disaster.  Scholastic has a matching program.  The committee is looking into how best to handle the idea during the fall bookfair.

Ginny Ricco added that there has been a donation from a grandparent of a CM student of CD’s with children’s music that is being sold for $15.  Please see the office if you would like to purchase one.

The committee is looking into the idea of selling rubber bracelets as well.  Look in the Hot Cider for more information to come on these fundraisers.

Nan Merolla, Board of Education Observer:  Nan reported the following information from the 1st BOE meeting last Thursday:

(  40 new class teachers

(  11 new aides

(  72% of our teachers have completed at least a Master’s degree and 3 have completed a doctorate

(  enrollment is 4,288, but only 4,222 showed up compared to the projected 4,302.

(  October 1st, 2005 a snapshot for next year’s budget will be taken by Ellen Essman.  Elleen has replaced Chuck Bruce.

BUSES:  Dr. Richards is very concerned about the buses.  It is a tremendous issue affecting the town.  Some are overloaded and some are still not on time.  Major issues are there are not enough drivers, lots of substitutes, difficult routes and construction issues on some roads.  Dr. Richards would like you to know he is getting your emails and asks for patience.  He had asked Laidlaw if the one bus that was dropped from the budget would have fixed our problems and Laidlaw replied no, not even 2 additional ones would have.

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND:  The “No Child Left Behind Act” (“NCLB”) is worthy of notable mention.  Our state attorney has filed suit over this unfunded mandate.  Dr. Richards reviewed a draft resolution of support from the Board for the State of Connecticut’s NCLB lawsuit.  Dr. Richards feels that we support this lawsuit.  It will be discussed further at the 9/22/05 BOE meeting.

YOUTH AND ALCOHOL:  A community conversation is being held on 9/21/2005 from 7-9 pm at CM School to discuss issues relating to youth and alcohol.

PTA COUNCIL FUNDRAISERS:  Photo day is coming up Columbus Day weekend.  Ski and Skate is quickly approaching.  Please support these fundraisers.  All monies go to the PTA council.

Suzanne Ellenthal and Vicki Michael, Children Enrichment:  Suzanne and Vicki passed out a schedule of special assemblies coming up this year for the third, fourth and fifth graders.  There are the following events planned:

(  Leaf Arrow Storytellers and James Gelsey, author of Scooby-Doo mystery series “Write Now” for the 3rd grade

(  Dan Greenburg, author of Zach Files and the Maximum Boy series and Theatreworks USA - Thomas Edison for 4th grade

(  Arithmetickles and an author to be determined later.

(  Double Vision – “Respect” for all grades.

Leny Jacobson, 5th grade River Study:  There will be mandatory training in a couple of weeks.  We will need 4 volunteers for each class.  Children will be doing lab and board sessions and then complete a river walk.

Pam Thompson for Maryellen Basile and Kathy Souvlin, Gift Wrap:  Sale is underway.  All brochures were sent home last Thursday.  Please support as generously as you can.

Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 10:05 am.  The next CM PTA Board meeting is scheduled for October 11th at 9:15 am in the CM cafeteria.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry Cunningham

Secretary

