Cider Mill School

PTA

everychild.onevoice.
Cider Mill Meeting of the PTA Board

October 10, 2006

Call to Order: 

Amy Harris, President 

Amy called the meeting to order at 9:15am in the Cider Mill Cafeteria

Attendance:
Amy Harris, Connie Cobb, Kim Horner, Rachel Mitchell, Ginny Rico, Chris Moretti, Catherine O’Keefe, Christine Schuler, Mary Bendix, Vicki Michael, Suzanne Ellenthal, Eleanor Arnold, Mona Amin, Jannice Williams, Leslie Case, Lynn Philbrick

Excused:  

Sherry Cunningham, Leny Jacobson, Kim Mellin, Susan Reid, Danielle Mancuso, Kara Bingaman, Jayne Sullivan, Beth Routledge, Gina Sinsigalli, 
Approval of the Minutes:

Amy Harris, President:  The minutes from the September meeting were duly approved by a voting quorum.

Treasurer Report:  Amy Harris for Sherry Cunningham

We are happy to announce we are closer on our goal for wrapping paper than we originally thought therefore the budget looks much better.

Parent At Large:  Rachel Mitchell

Rachel discussed the SERC Conference she attended on September 13.  The theme was Building Bridges between Parents and Schools and Getting Teachers involved in the PTA.  In 2005, SERC changed its direction from being an organization that dealt primarily with Special Education to becoming a State Educations Resource.  If you need more information on the organization you can go to the website www.CTSERC.org 

Principals Report:  Ginny Ricco

Thanks for the helping hands around the school, it is greatly appreciated.  

Lockdown Drill:  The administration decided to hold a “lockdown drill” and include the children this year in light of all the current circumstances.  The drill will be explained and children will be instructed where to go in their classrooms.  Notification will go home to the parents prior to the drill.  This is a practice that has been in effect at Cider Mill; however, it is the first time the children will participate.  Middlebrook and the High School have lockdown drills that include the student body.  Wilton Police Department will be involved in preparing the children.  This is tentatively being scheduled for November.  There will be more information as more details are confirmed.  

Turkey Trot:  The physical education teachers would like to move this back to the school day rather than before school and would like to recognize the top 10 finishers.  They want to move this event to November 15,16, and 17th.  They are asking that each child donate $2.00 per child one for local charity the other for Katrina.  All children will be allowed to participate.  

Teacher Report:  Christine Schuler

Thanks from all the teachers for all the weeding.  It is nice to see the fall flowers.  Christine asked about the laminating machine and if we had parent volunteers to run it.  According to Catherine O”Keefe it is smoking and giving off an unpleasant odor.  We are waiting to see if it can be fixed. 

Parent volunteers are in place and ready to work as soon as the machine is fixed.

Ms. Schuler also asked the teachers if they had any input on the fundraiser.  Several teachers had seen other successful fundraisers and will share those ideas.  She will also be promoting membership in the PTA to the teachers.  

She also wanted to thank Vicki Michael and Suzanne Ellenthal for bringing Clint Chartier in to do the Native American Presentation.  He makes it really interesting for the kids with the artifacts and the realist side of Native American Life.   It was a very successful assembly.  

Presidents Report:  Amy Harris

Amy began her report with the good news that we were able to fill Turkey Trot, Book Fair and Lost and Found.  We still have the following positions available:  3rd grade Fun Night and 3rd Grade Jr. Great Books.  

She attends the President’s Meeting with Dr. Richards on a monthly basis.  This months topics included:  Security, Long Range Planning and Vacations Schedules.  

Security is being looked from a district wide approach.  Some of the suggestions were swipe cards, cameras positioned at the front entrances.  There was a roundtable type discussion and many possibilities were discussed.  

The Long Range Planning goals are being looked at and addressed by each school on a yearly basis.  Cider Mill will be hosting its initial meeting for the year tonight, October 10, 2006.  They are looking for two more parents to attend.  They will meet throughout the year on the 2nd Tuesday of each Month from 7:00-9:00pm.  

Next years calendar has been determined and we will be having both the February and April break.   This decision was made based on how the grading periods fell and the testing schedule.  

Wilton PTA Council meets once a month the topic for next month is Cultural Arts.  Amy asked Lynn Philbrick to address this topic.  Lynn explained that there is an appeal that goes district wide asking for funds for to bring in additional art programs for the children throughout the district.  The more successful the appeal the more programs we offer.  

Amy also specifically thanked Liz McGorty, Allie Cott, Mary Bendix and Lynn Philbrick their help in the gardens. 

Gift-wrap is close to making the goal.  We have $26,000 in profit with just fewer than 50% participation.  We did receive $4000.00 in donations in lieu of buying gift-wrap.  We really have to revamp this for next year.  

Adult Programs:  Mary Bendix  

Marie Geyer is getting the first parent book group together.  The book is 123 Magic.  This will be a two part series with a discussion and an outline.  Please check Hot Cider for more information. 

Book Fair:  

Book Fair is going to be November 15-20th from 7:30am until 3:00pm each school day.  This year gift certificates will be available for purchase for teachers if you would like to increase their classroom libraries.  

New Business:

Ski/Skate/Board:  Lynn Philbrick

Ski/skate/Board Sales begins this weekend.  This is a tradition in the district for over 30 years.  We are looking forward to the new format, which is all new and gently used merchandise from a liquidator of name brand merchandise.  Come and shop on Saturday, October 14th from 9-6 and Sunday, October 15th from 11-2pm.  

Creating Lasting Family Connections: Ellen Byrne

Ellen began her presentation with a little history.  This program came from down south and it started in Wilton about 3 years ago.  It is a 15-week course that is offered in 10 weeks and provides families with tools of communication and information to deal with the upcoming teen years.  It is for parents of 5th graders.  It begins in January and runs until April.   The registration has begun.  She also shared a video of local parents who had participated in the program and some of their feelings about it.  

Announcements:

Mary Bendix announced that trackside was hosting Dr James Jones, Parenting Expert from 11:45-2:00pm.  Bring your own lunch.

Amy announced next PTA meeting November 14 topics Fundraising and Handbook.  

Adjourned 10:10am

Respectfully Submitted 

Kim Horner-Secretary

Approved:

