Cider Mill School

PTA

everychild.onevoice.
Cider Mill Special Meeting of the PTA Board

September 19, 2006 

Call to Order: 

Amy Harris, President 

Amy called the meeting to order at 9:15am in the Cider Mill Cafeteria

Attendance:
Amy Harris, Connie Cobb, Kim Horner, Sherry Cunningham, Rachel Mitchell, Ginny Rico, Chris Moretti, Christine Schuler, Mary Bendix, Beng Choo Erickson, Leny Jacobson, Rebecca Lin, Vicki Michael, Suzanne Ellenthal, Janet Lane, Kathleen Maloney, Sally Healy, Susan Reid, Heather Smith Wilcauskas, Viv Stewart, Kara Bingamin, Joanne Copley, Ellen Willis, Jannice Williams, Allie Cott, Eileen Krueger, Debbie LaFond, Jayne Sullivan, Beth Routledge, Allison Rhodes, Michele Klink, Lynn Philbrick, Carole Kelleher, Jeanne Robertson, Jennifer Tuin, Diane Maudsley, Jo Champlin, Cabell Molina, Jennifer Allbee, Margaret Glynn, Sunanda Nagpal

Approval of the Minutes:

Amy Harris, President:  The minutes from the May meeting were duly approved by a voting quorum.

Presidents Report:

Amy Harris, President:

Amy opened the meeting with Pledge of Allegiance and asked each board member present to stand and state name and position.   Amy announced we are actively seeking assistance for nominating.   Eileen Kruger has done a great job but we are looking for parent with younger children.  We still have several large positions to fill such as:  Fall Book Fair and Turkey Trot.  She also recognized several outstanding efforts from the Room Rep Coordinators, Mona Amins for an excellent Handbook and our Photo Day Reps Jayne Sullivan and Debbie LaFond for a successful Photo Day.  

Amy announced the Cider Mill PTA Bi-Laws need to be revised.   The committee will include President, Secretary and Heather Smith Wilcauskas and Leny Jacobson volunteered to serve on the committee. 

Principal Report including new food policy:

Ginny Ricco, Principal

Mrs. Ricco thanked all the parents who worked in the outdoor gardening effort, those who are organizing the wrapping paper fundraiser, and photo day volunteers.  She announced we are off to a good start this year with lots of support and to remind us to keep in touch with administration for addition support.  

She introduced the new Assistant Principal, Chris Moretti.

Mr. Moretti addressed the new food policy and stated that is was a state policy that focuses on children nutrition.  The schools enforce this new state and district policy by eliminating food as part of celebrations at school.  This will include cupcakes for birthdays and treats for parties.   Birthdays are being recognized in different ways based on each house.  Some are including it in morning announcements; others are offering extra recess for the class in honor of birthdays.   Each house is looking for creative ways to recognize children birthdays without a focusing on food.  

There will be celebrations that include food if it is specific to the curriculum.  Parents of  children with allergies will be notified in advance of the celebration and can bring in specific foods for their children as it applies.  

Christine Schuler Teacher Representative:

Ms. Shuler introduced herself as a 3rd grade teacher in Kent.  She thanked the parents for supporting the new teachers.  She also asked that the Apple Core Yearbook Election process be evaluated for this year.  Connie Cobb addressed the process by explaining there are Representatives from each of the 5th grade classes.  Teachers give consideration to children of the parents who volunteer due to the number of hours spent on this project.  (40-60 throughout the year).  Ms. Schuler presented the feelings on behalf of some teachers that the yearbook positions should only be elected by the students in the class.  Connie explained that this project is a PTA project and not done during academic hours (lunch and recess).  Further, she explained that parents who volunteer for in-school projects should reasonably expect that they will get to participate with their children (i.e.River Walk).  Another parent indicated her son was chosen to work on this project by virtue of his gender.  Connie pointed out the number and gender of students who work on the yearbook are not chosen by exclusivity, but by necessity; limitations of space for the meeting and also the limited amount of adult supervision per pupil.  President Harris closed discussion by mentioning the 5th Grade Voter Education provided by the League of Women Voters. 

Sherry Cunningham Treasurer Report:

The budget was distributed and changes were made to Children Enrichment and Colonial Enrichment due to the extra class in 4th grade.  At this time expenses are greater than income.  A motion was passed to approve the budget; it passed unanimously.  

New Business:
Ginny Ricco, Principal discussed the testing schedule:

3rd and 5th Grade

Thursday, Sept 21 OLSAT  (Otis Lennon School Ability Test)

Friday, September 22

DRP (Degree of Reading Power)

4th Grade

Friday, September 21

DRP (Degree of Reading Power)

Monday and Tuesday September 25th and 26th
ERB (Writing Assessment)

Scores for the OLSATs testing will be available in November through the Guidance Office.  

DRP scores should be available at November conferences.  This test is taken in both the fall and the spring and schools tend to be lower in the fall than the spring due to the bar being higher with each school year.  

ERB is a writing prompt where the students spend the first day in planning and rough draft and the second day in final draft.  

There will be no homework starting Wednesday, September 20 through Tuesday, September 25th.   Ms. Ricco also pointed out that it is important for students to get a good nights rest and eat a healthy breakfast for the testing. 

Fundraising:  Gift Wrap Kara Bingaman:

Gift-wrap sales will end on Friday, September 29th.  Ginny Ricco offered to have the gift wrap chairs come back to the lunches.  Room Reps were given emails to pass on to parents.  Online orders can be taken however shipping is rather expensive.   

Wilton Council Art Appreciation:  Rebecca Lin:
A task force is being put together to address the art appreciation to ensure that it follows with the current curriculum.  Looking for feedback from parents and volunteers.  

Native American moved to 3rd grade with new lessons introduced and it starts in mid October.  

Membership: Connie Cobb:

40% increase from last year T-shirts are available as part of memberships.  

Nominating: Eileen Kruger:

The following are still available:  Fall Book Fair and Turkey Trot

Volunteers:  Lynn Philbrick:

Coordinators should be receiving forms of people who have volunteered for positions 

Adult Programs:  Mary Bendix:

Topics: 

Oct 10th Dr. James Jones Let’s Fix the Kids 11:45-2:00pm Trackside

Nov 9th  Bob Silverstone Sex in the Suburbs 7:30-9:00am Father Forum


11:45-2:00pm Trackside $10 donation suggested

Dec 5th Bonnie Coisander Stressed out Girls and Teens 11:30-1:00 Trackside

Marie Geyer at Cider Mill also a great resource for parenting information available at the Cider Mill Library.  

Wilton Class 2014 Creating Lasting Family Connections 10 week program, sign up in Hot Cider teaches parents how to deal with children, husbands and family overall.  Course cost $200.00 beginning in January.  

Photo Day Recap:  Debbie Lafond and Jayne Sullivan:

Thanks to all volunteers everything went great.  Retakes Tuesday, October 15th
Landscaping:  Allie Cott:

We will be contacting a professional landscaper for additional assistance.

Adjourned 10:35am.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kim Horner

Secretary

Approved by:

Amy Harris

President





       

