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Attendance: Heather Wilcauskas, Callie Mellana, Tracey Owens, Patty Connor, Jayne Sullivan, Kristin Duff, Sally Healy, Kate Filaski, Fran Monro, JoAnn Brant, Pam Hickey, Claire Ewing, Claudia, Avallone, Wendy Nadel, Pam Carlson, Michele Barnes, Sharon Burke, Mona Amin, Pam Carlson, Kathleen Maloney, Carole Kelleher, Ginny Rico.

Excused: Megan Harris, Jennifer Davatzes, Diane Harley, Lisa Nachbar, Janet Lane, Amy Burke, Gina Jansen, Nancy Gany, Deb LaFond, Anissa Shannon, Anna MacDonald

The meeting was called to order in the Cider Mill Cafeteria at 9:15am

President’s Welcome: Heather Wilcauskas welcomed everyone and gave a big thank you to all committees including Enrichment, Book Swap, Hospitality, Gift Wrap, handbook, book fair, school photos, t-shirt sales, hot cider editors. 

Job descriptions must be submitted to Executive Board. We will be sending out a cheat-sheet to begin the process.

Hot Cider on-line. There have been a few kinks and therefore had to”plain text” the document in order to accommodate all. (some people could not open attachments). This is a work in progress.

Room Rep e-mail chain- We need to be careful not to over-use the email chain.

High School Project was approved, but with the economy and bonding issues there could potentially be delays. Heather will keep us informed as information comes her way.

Board of Education Budget- VERY IMPORTANT this year. This will be a tough year and all support is needed to get it approved.

Treasurer Report: Tracey Owens- No new budget changes

Secretary Report: Callie Mellana, secretary, passed out last meeting minutes from September 9, 2008 meeting to be approved. Minutes approved

Gift and Grants discussion- in the budget for last year we approved $5200. Start up for teachers. This was a one-time deal back in April of 2008 due to putting gifts and grants on hold, therefore giving out gifts at the end of the 2007-2008 year. Historically, PTA has given out $200/teacher for new teachers coming into the school to help with classroom set up expenses. We made a motion to allocate an additional $300 for 3 new teachers, and it was passed. 

Further discussion on whether special Education teachers are included as “new teachers” and do they receive the same $ teacher gift. PTA tabled this discussion until the next meeting to research Special Education classrooms. Ginny Ricco, the Cider Mill principal, suggested that we “pool” the start up money and give one lump sum, rather than break out by teacher. It may mean the total per teacher is lower, but more teachers are receiving a “gift”.

Anna Macdonald is getting the grant paperwork to the teachers.

Principal’s Report-Ginny Ricco
Thanks to all who have made this first part of the year run so smoothly. We are in the midst of technology challenges, but managing fine. Budget was mentioned again, and she stressed the importance of supporting the Board of Ed Budget. 

Teacher’s Report-Sara Sved
She was not able to attend due to a field trip. Nothing to report

Committee Reports:

· Gift Wrap-Wendy Nadel- Despite the economy we did well. Projected number including cash donations is approximately $25,000. November 17th items will be delivered to Cider Mill, and distributed thereafter during teacher conferences

· Book Swap- Joann Brant- Book Swap is next week, drop off books Tue, Wed, Thur. come back on Thur between 5:30-6:30 for book selections

· Turkey Trot-Michele Barnes- Everything is on track. Water donated this year in gallon jugs. The money raised for the event will either buy the turkeys or consideration of giving the money directly to Family services. TBD 

· T-shirt committee- Pam Hickey- there are already 200 t-shirts that have been ordered. And we may venture into Cider Mill Spirit Wear!!! 

· Wilton Youth council-Claire Ewing- This organization funds many different youth activities as well as parent connections events. On October 23, at the library 7:00-9:00 Influence of Fathers on children, November 11, 21st Century parenting at trackside 11:00-1:00. October 20th, Teenage brain and the effects of alcohol. In Westport. Wilton youth organization meets every third Thursday of the month at Trackside 12:00-1:00 Visit the website for more information www.wiltonyouth.org
· Book Fair- Kristin Duff-the dates for the book fair are November 19-24. Gift certificates will be available for teachers. Students will be paying cash.

Special Guest : Today we had Amy Harris on behalf of the League of Womens’ voters. They give lessons to 5th graders on the voting process, civics, election day and actually hold a mock election. They are looking for volunteers.

Meeting Adjourned 10:15am

Respectfully submitted by Callie Mellana, Secretary


