WILTON PTA COUNCIL

Board Meeting Minutes for Thursday, October 5th
In attendance:  Kelly, Grippi Gormard, Walsh, Wilbur, McReynolds, McGuire, Hughes, Birck, Fitting, Bruschi, Essman, Klein, Regan, Wall, Hjelm, Matthews, Kempson, Ferro, DeSantis, Hoag, Kessler, Ferguson, Bargon, Gustafson, McLaughlin, Segen, Silber     (28)

Excused: Kachadoorian, Fuentes, Horner, Regan, O’Neill     (5)

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m.

Anne introduced Randy Mineo, Wilton’s new Chief of Police since July 24.  He spoke about his background and also praised the town and existing police department.  Areas of importance for the town include:

· Increasing foot and bike patrols

· Having a second school resource officer (1 at WHS and 1 for remaining schools).  This officer would focus on drug issues, safety reinforcement, being a positive role model and would emphasize character building by providing adult guidance and acting as a confidante.

· Resurrection of DARE program

· Facing the drinking problem by providing a communication link with parents.

· Traffic – hoping to work with schools to alleviate increased traffic at school sites.  He would like to see a special traffic unit to study the problem.

Chief Mineo’s main goal is to help maintain the quality of life in Wilton.  He sees the two most serious problems as traffic and alcohol and marihuana abuse.  He encouraged citizen’s to call or write him with questions or concerns.

Ellen Byrne of Wilton Youth Services and Marty Hauhuth, Executive Director of The Drug & Alcohol Dependency Council asked for funding to train 2 people to be facilitators for the “Creating Lasting Family Connections” program.  United Way has provided $750 of the $1250 needed per person.  This prevention program targets middle school youth and parents.  Parents goals include developing positive influences in raising resilient youth and increasing communications skills.  Youth goals include developing positive responses, independence and responsibility.  Donna McGuire has attended this program and feels very strongly in its’ value.  Once trained, these facilitators would provide a minimum of three opportunities per year to teach parents.

MOTION to move new business to the beginning of Council meeting by Ellen Essman.  Motion seconded.  All in favor.  No opposed.

MOTION to allocate $1000 to train two Wilton parents as facilitators in the “Creating Lasting Family Connections” program by Ellen Essman.  Motion seconded.  Discussion – The training period for the facilitator is 1 week.  The training would start in the December.  VOTE – All in favor.  No opposed.

Publicity – Karen Birck reported that the Wilton Villager had accepted the idea for a biweekly PTA column.  She is looking for the first 10 topics to be written.  Suggestions included What is PTA and how it functions?;  Purpose of PTA Council; What is nominating?; Gifts and Grants program; and fundraising – i.e. Turnover shop and Ski and Skate.  A title is needed for this column.

Minutes for Sept. 7 will be corrected to ??? under program reports.  Minutes were approved as corrected.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Anne Kelly reported on her attending a state PTA meeting.  The state identified a new campaign called “ASK ids”, Asking Saves Kids, about gun safety in the home.  The state convention is in April.  Mac Bledsoe will be a keynote speaker.

There was a request from Dr. Clune’s office for the PTA to pay police officers to direct school traffic.

Food Service – Comments from high school students revealed complaints about high cost and long lines.  Dan Carlin has said that Whitsons will survey teachers and students in November.

Busing – Laidlaw contract ends in June 2002.  Subs are being trained but driver shortages still exist.

Photos – Fully booked.

Miller/Driscoll – Now considered a pre-K to two school.  Pre-K parents may participate on the PTA board.

Science Curriculum – will be reviewed by tri-state consortium.  Debbie Low wants a parent/teacher forum to discuss science issues.

Health – Drug/alcohol abuse prevention education will be in the 5th grade health curriculum.

Fundraising – A PTA subcommittee consisting of treasurers, presidents, fundraising and gifts and grant members will review all fundraising efforts by the PTA/PTSA at Wilton schools.

Bicentennial – Wilton’s 200th birthday occurs in 2002.  Bob an Carol Russell are starting to plan the celebration and would like school representation on their committee.

Mary Kate Miller has resigned as Bus Safety rep due to a family relocation.  Collette Poirier has agreed to fill the position.  

Budget Report – Ellen Essman presented the budget.  Call her with any questions or concerns.

PROGRAM REPORTS

· Cathy Grippi (VP of Programs) talked about upcoming programs offered by Parent Connection

· October 17 – “Raising Sexually Heathy Young People” by Bob Silverstone, Middlebrook Media Center, 11:30-2

· November 14 – Educating Parents about Drugs at Comstock

· Susan Bruschi (VP of Gifts/Grants) Applications have been distributed to all school staff and teacher reps with a November1st deadline.  Lisa Bogan, head of Wilton Education Foundation will work cooperatively to review grants.  According to Sheryl Lynne Peterson, Pat Eisen is now in charge of mini-grants for teachers.  She also would like a partnership from all grant sources to review grant applications.

· Karen Kachadoorian (VP Budget Education & Lobbying) ANNE – Do you have her written report?  Could you remember to ask people to submit their written reports for inclusion in minutes?  There has been some concern about public comment being at the end of Bd of Ed meetings.  It is also difficult to hear discussion among the board members.  Dona Waskom will relay these concerns to the board as well as the desire for a meeting agenda in advance.

· Debbie Bargon (Delegate/Legislature) – Transportation is in crisis.  Wilton has been identified as #1 in reading and writing in  CT.  The state is committed to emphasizing information technology education as it feels high schools are not adequately preparing students.

· Presidents Reports – Denise Walsh (WHS) – No report.

· Mary Kehoe (Middlebrook) – Absent.

· Karen Klein (Cider Mill) – Traffic problems continue at the School Road intersection at drop-off and pick-up times.

· Sherry McReynolds (Driscoll) – No report.

· Katie Wilbur (Miller) – Parking problem continues.  Jimmy Crofts has been supportive and recognizes the need for the town budget to address the issue.  Canopies for the pick-up area will be included in the budget.  The Assistant Principal has returned to work from maternity leave. The Winter Carnival is its’ planning stages.

Ski and Skate – Martha Fitting encouraged everyone to donate, consign and shop the sale.

Character Education – Sue Wall reported that the Character Education Committee was meeting on 10/11.  The committee’s prior first meeting revealed all members agreed that a community character education initiative was needed.  A date for Character Education week in April has not been set.

???Youth Council. – Ronni McLaughlin reported that meetings are now held at lunchtime.  The teen center group is still active and will meet on 10/26 from 8-9:30.  There are coordinators for all Projects now with Project 2006 being the latest addition.  The textbook fundraiser was discontinued at the high school.  It had been a Project fundraiser.  A brainstorming session for Project 2004 will be held on 10/24 at 7:30.

Cultural Arts – Debbie Matthews reported that Bonnie Dickinson, a Theater Arts teacher at WHS, requested $350 for 18 kids to be trained on design and operation of puppets for the Sleepy Hollow production.  The request is FAPA approved.  MOTION to grant $350 for training puppeteers at WHS by Catherine Kempson.  Motion seconded.  No discussion.  All in favor.  None opposed.  Motion passes.

Debbie also has been working with Pat Eisen to revamp teacher mini-grant applications.  There is a fine line between enrichment and curriculum. She is working on a chart containing all sources for mini-grant and grant funding which will be distributed to all teachers.  The mini-grant subcommittee will meet monthly.

Special Ed – Eve Kessler reported that Kathy Manetti of the Wilton Villager has a new column entitled “Special Kids”.  Speakers offered via SPEDNET are October – Marsha Eckert, Social Skills Training for Pre-school through Middle School.  November 25 – Dr. Lauren Brinkerhoff – Transition from High School and College (at the Wilton Library).  MOTION for PTA Council to sponsor the above speakers by Eve Kessler.  Motion seconded. No discussion.  All in favor.  No opposed.  Motion passes.

Boxtops – Irene Friedman reported the programs were doing well.  She would like the Middlebrook and High School newsletters to include information about the programs.  ATT program has ended.  She is waiting for the Tech IL’s to coordinate purchases for the schools.  There is a disjointed effort between the schools in coordinating point raising for various programs. Some programs proceeds go directly to the schools, while there are many that go to PTA’s.  There was a suggestion that each PTA may need a coordinator for the individual school programs.   Council will discuss how this fits in with its’ fundraising efforts.  Ronni McLaughlin said there are police trading cards sponsored by various community factions.  Possibly the PTA Council would want to sponsor one.  She will bring them to the next meeting.

There was an article in Smithsonian Magazine about Hurlbutt Schoolhouse.

Anne reminded everyone about the many handouts available at the meeting.  There is an article in Westport Magazine about four area school superintendents, Dr. Clune included.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

NEXT MEETING – November 2 @ 9 a.m., Comstock in meeting room 24 A & B

Executive board will meet on October 31 @ 10:30 a.m., Pam Appleton’s Office (backup location – CM library)
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