WILTON PTA COUNCIL

Board Meeting Minutes for Thursday, September 7th
In attendance:  Kelly, Grippi, Kachadoorian, Gomard, Walsh, Wilbur, McReynolds, Fuentes, O’Neil, Miller, McGuire, Hughes, Birck, Fitting, Bruschi, Essman, Klein, Regan, Wall, Hjelm, Matthews, Horner, Kempson, Ferro, DeSantis, Hoag, Kessler, Ferguson         (28)

Excused:  Bargon, Gustafson, McLaughlin, Segen, Silber       (5)

The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m.

Minutes were approved with no corrections.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Anne Kelly reviewed her speech at a welcome session for the 500+ teachers/administrators in the district.  She received a warm welcome, in return, with enthusiastic support for the PTA’s successful fundraising.  There was an Offspring magazine article listing Wilton as one of the top school districts in the country.  There will be further discussion on raising PTA dues once National PTA has published their plans for National dues to be voted on at the June 2001 National Convention.  We will know in January if the National PTA will be asking for an additional increase in dues.  Anne would also like to review the differences/benefits between a PTA and PTO.  PTA Council has established 4 main goals for this school year -

1) Increase Publicity for PTA Council and all units.  She suggests anyone running such as activity to publicly note it is “sponsored by PTA”.

2) Establish a dialog on curriculum issues (keeping in mind new issues generated by the increased size of the schools).

3) Proactive position regarding drug/alcohol abuse among students.

4) Increase/expand Character education in the schools.

The district curriculum coordinator has resigned.  Until a replacement is found, Dr. Clune will address curriculum issues.  The replacement search will begin in Jan/Feb.

Hazing – There is no Board of Education policy.  A committee has been established to bring a policy before the BOE.  There is a policy at the High School listed in the Athletic Handbook and the Student Handbook.  There is an article in US News and World Report (Sept 11th) related to hazing in sports and Alfred University has published their nationwide survey with results and recommendations on their website: www.alfred.edu.

Parking – Marie Napier has accepted the position of Chairman of the Parking Review Committee.

Community Outreach – Beth Hjelm will be brainstorming about this new position and how to effectively develop a partnership between the school, parents and community.

NEW! Website – Tisha Ferguson has filled a new PTA Council position of Website developer/coordinator.  The idea is to reach more people, i.e. working parents with educational links as well as individual district school websites, and to increase communication overall.  It will take about 6 months for the website to be up and running.  Note addresses: National PTA is www.pta.org and for State PTA is www.ctpta.org.

Science Fair – There is still no Science Fair coordinator for council.  Ideally two people are needed.  Contact Eileen Ferro if interested.  The program may be eliminated this year if coordinators are not located.  Invention Convention will continue this year at Cider Mill.

Folders – Donna McGuire handed out job folders with specific job information as well as Council by-laws and all school board lists.  Anne urged council members to reach out and aid unit counterparts.

Budget Report – Ellen Essman reported there are no changes from last year’s projected income.  $500.00 has been added to expenses for Character Education and Community Outreach programs.  Publicity budget was increased to $750.00 since increased publicity is a council goal.  Specific publicity ideas are to be determined.

Cultural Arts Fund has a balance of $4200.  This money is used for arts enrichment programs at all schools, i.e. Driscoll theater program, Creative Connection at WHS, and the International program at Middlebrook.  Fundraising will begin in October for these programs with faculty requests accepted and considered on a monthly basis.  FAPA reps at the individual schools will review requests and then decide with council about which ones are granted.  

MOTION by Donna McGuire – to accept the budget as presented.

Discussion – Marie DeSantis proposed to change the title of VP of “Budget Study” to VP of “Budget Education and Lobbying”.  Revision was seconded.

Discussion - $500 for character education to be used for leadership training, programs, and mailings as needed.  Amount determined through discussions between Sue Wall and Anne Kelly.

Budget Vote – All in Favor.  No opposed.  Motion carried.

PROGRAM REPORTS

· Cathy Grippi (VP of Programs) is committed to bringing speakers to parents on parenting issues.  She is looking for ideas from the board for topics of interest, i.e. sibling issues, special education, homework, time management.  It was suggested that Ralph Mineo, our new police commissioner, come and speak to council.

· Susan Bruschi (VP of Gifts/Grants) would like to increase teacher awareness for grant money available, especially at the lower grades where historically few requests originate.  November 1st is grant deadline with the December meeting slated to review the submitted requests.

· Karen Kachadorian (VP Budget Education & Lobbying) wants to see the budget more closely aligned with long range planning goals.  She would like to increase parent awareness of what goals are which might increase parent voter turnout.  She suggests a meeting with all unit presidents to review school goals before her lobbying effort begins.  A Board of Ed and Board of Finance rep now attend long range planning meetings to better understand importance of programs/goals.

· President Reports – Denise Walsh (WHS) PTSA means that students as well as parents may join.   Parking is adequate so far although school wide functions may no longer be possible due to lack of sufficient parking.   Hazing – There is a fine line between tradition and harassment.  Hazing may occur within sports teams, but also may be school wide, including other clubs and activities.  Coaches have met with team captains to reinforce the school policy.  Revised visitation procedures for volunteers at the high school are being discussed.   Recent positions filled with the school are Patrick Chang, Acting Dean, and Tim Canty, Associate Principal.  These jobs placements are for one-year term when a permanent search and assignment will take place.

· Mary Kehoe (Middlebrook) – Running smoothly.  Nothing to report.

· Karen Klein (Cider Mill) – Cafeteria tables have been rearranged to offer consistent seating of 4 and 6.  Seating remains an ongoing issue.  Mary Kehoe suggested that when furniture is ordered for the high school, perhaps the 2 schools can switch cafeteria tables.

· Sherry McReynolds (Driscoll) – New principal is making a positive impression as a good communicator.  They are ironing out the revolving lunch/playground schedule.  It’s working to keep the lunch flow moving smoother.  Being able to purchase snack has been eliminated from the lunch menu.  Kids were discarding lunches in favor of snack.  The dropoff/pickup procedure has changed.  It is now similar to Cider Mill where the children wit outside with cards pulling up to the curb to get their children.  Drivers remain in their cars to avoid the past dangerous overcrowding in the parking lot.

· Katie Wilber (Miller) – Hope Church has offered use of their parking lot when available to ease the parking crunch.  New Vice Principal is on maternity leave.  Will return in October.  There was a problem that arose from an irate parent who received a solicitation mailing originating from a handbook mailing list.  The PTA reinforced its policy that the handbooks are not for this purpose and are strictly PTA property.

· Ski and Skate – Kim Hoag stated the sale runs from Oct. 13-15.  Save all unwanted sports equipment for council’s biggest fundraiser.

· Character Education – Sue Wall had a review meeting with Dr. Clune for annual objective setting.  A new mission statement was created based on input from teachers, staff and parents.  All schools have a rep on the new 22 member Character Education committee.  Four goals established are:  1) Increase communication to parents, i.e. via town newspapers; 2) Parent workshops; 3) Review current character education curriculum.  Investigation of other school systems’ programs is taking place; and 4) Review community expectations.  In April, there will be a Character Education Week sponsored by Wilton Youth Council.  Each school will offer special parent/student activities for one day.  This will be the week that the Character Education Committee will launch its’ new program strategy.  It was suggested that the program target coaches, parents, bus driers, lunchroom staff as well as children.

· Bus Safety – Mary Kate Miller reported the first week of school went well.  There is a bus driver shortage but new hires have been made and those drivers are being trained.

· Food Service – Ruthann Horner stated there has been a good reception to our new food provider, Whitsons, who is under a one year contract to be reviewed at the end of the year.  There are new food ticket and order forms.  The National School Lunch program will be reviewed for possible reinstatement.

· Special Ed had no report.

· Donna McGuire presented a videotape set she purchased at State Convention titled “Parenting with Dignity”.  It features Mac Bledsoe, a nationally known speaker and the father of Patriot’s quarterback, Drew Bledsoe, who worked with the Washington State PTA in designing this program.  Donna recommended this series highly as a potential program for council to offer dealing with various parenting issues.  Other programs she presented were “Building Successful Partnerships”  (communication issues and parenting standards), and “Mirrors” (a children’s self-esteem program), both sponsored by National PTA.  “How to Raise your Children to be Sexually Healthy Adults” will be presented in October by Parent Connections.  There are member portions of state and national websites for member use.  To log on to State PTA, got to www.ctpta.org user id is ‘ctpta-member’ and password ‘4ctkids-999324’, National is www.pta.org/membercard/.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

NEXT MEETING – November 2 @ 9 a.m., Comstock in meeting room 24 A & B

Executive board will meet on October 31 @ 10:30 a.m., Pam Appleton’s Office (backup location – CM library)

Presidents Meeting is on October 31 @ 9 a.m. at the Board of Ed offices.

Submitted by Kathryn Gomard, Council Secretary

09/30/2000


