WILTON PTA COUNCIL BOARD MINUTES OF APRIL 4, 2002 MEETING

PRESENT: Birck, Kampson, Kehoe, Mangan, Matthews, Waskon, Finkelstein, Merolle, Ferro, Rappoport, Jacobsen, Hoag, Silber, Grippi, Bryant, Fuents, DeSantis, Walsh, Sapir, Grano, Fitting.

President Karen Birck called the meeting to order.  Dianne Juneua from WEF presented information on their upcoming Antiques Appraisal Fair.  This will be WEF’s annual fundraiser.  Eileen Ferro described the cutouts of all the school that WEF is also doing as a fundraiser.

The week of May 6 through 10 is Teacher Appreciation Week.  April 24 is Administrative Staff Day and PTA Council will purchase flowers for Molly, Dr. Clune’s assistant to thank her for all her help.  The Town Meeting location on Tuesday, May 7 is at the WHS Performing Arts Theater.  The vote on Saturday is also scheduled for this location.  There is apparently some problems with using the voting machines at Middlebrook.  The machines are quite old and if damaged while moved may be impossible to repair.  The town will put up signs to direct voters the high school for the vote on Saturday, May 11.  A campaign to register WHS students who are 18 is scheduled for April 9, 10, and 11.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: The following corrections should be made: NEOA as in enforcement, Cider Mill Coffee regarding Social Studies and Science is scheduled for April 9.  The staff of Middlebrook and the WHS have been requested to engage students and parents about why students use the internet.  This is in relation to the WHS questionnaire about Internet use for students in grades 8 through 11.

GIFTS AND GRANTS:

  COMMUNITY  Wilton Student Financial Aid Committee.  Request is for $500.  The committee was founded 43 years ago and approximately $200,000 was donated last year.  The committee evaluated needs and family finances are disclosed.  The committee also meets with applicants.  The interest rate for the one time loan of $1,800 is 5% with starts after college graduation or if the student leaves college before graduation.  The committee has a good record of receiving payment.  A town wide mailing is also sent to solicit funds.  As the cost of college costs increase, so do the number of applicants.  The parameters of the committee are more liberal than financial institutions.  Kehoe made a motion that  the request of the Wilton Financial Aid Committee for $500 be granted.  Discussion included why PTA is not listed on the letterhead as a contributor and would it be possible to put a regular contribution into the PTA operating budget?  The PTA Council decided to remove its name from the letterhead of the Wilton Student Financial Aid Committee so that the Committee would compete with other agencies for limited funds when Gifts and Grants procedure was instituted.  Jacobsen seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion passed.

UNIT REPORTS:

  WILTON HIGH SCHOOL:  Character Education Day was 4-3-02 “Warriors Unite Day”.  Two speakers were present with one speaker addressing parents.  Approximately 100 parents attended the presentation.  Students went to 4 workshops during the day.  The last Coffee with the Principal focused on the Science Curriculum.  At last count, 600 Wilton puzzles have been sold.   The original puzzle will be framed and presented to WHS principal, Debbie Lowe.  Coffee with incoming freshman parents will be scheduled for late May.  A career program for juniors will be run by the Guidance Department and WEF.  On 4-24 students will hear career speakers and on 4-24 will go with a mentor into specific workplaces.

  MIDDLEBROOK: The science Fair had two students win honors in the state science fair competition.  In the state wide Reflections program, a Middlebrook student received first place in the photo division and another student received third place in the music division.  Students recently attended the Western Regional Music Conference on 3-23.  Top students in chorus, band, and orchestra were invited to attend.  A letter was sent home to parents regarding Internet threats.  The Wilton Police Department released an alert form to parents regarding Internet threats.  The investigation is still pending.  In order to assist parents with student using the Internet safely, parent resources in this area have been listed on the Middlebrook web site.

  CIDER MILL: Currently 6-8 people have formed a Get Out The Vote Committee regarding the Town Meeting.  The Safe Behavior program was received well by parents who attended the presentation of the program.  Two student sessions will be held for third and fourth graders.  At this time, fifth graders will hopefully received the program this year also.  Hot Cider, the weekly newsletter has had a lot of outside programs submit flyers for distribution.  J. Jacobsen made a motion to discuss for profit flyers to be discontinued from school newsletters.  M. DeSantis seconded the motion. Discussion included the PTA’s time and manpower to collate and distribute non school related flyers, the current administrative policy on non school flyers, should PTA volunteers be responsible for commercial flyers?  Currently commercial advertisers speak with Central Office and there appears to be inconsistent responses give. It was questioned by Board members who at Central Office determines commercial flyer distribution policy.  K. Kempson made a motion to table the discussion until Central Office can clarify commercial flyer distribution policy.  M. Kehoe seconded the motion.

  MILLER:  Women in History Day was a success.  On May 14, Miller will have a birthday party for Wilton to celebrate Wilton’s Bicentennial.  Famous Wiltonians from the past will be portrayed at Miller and Driscoll.  The 3-29 coffee with the Principal was a success.  The topic was Classroom Placement.  On 4-21, the new playground equipment is scheduled to arrive and there will be a Playground Politics discussion with Mary Henwood, School Psychologist on 4-5-02 in the Miller cafeteria.  The Wilton Police Department has been present at student drop off area and has spoken to parents about the safety of dropping off children while on the cell phone.

PHOTOS: Goals for the 2002-2003 program include raising a total of $9,000 to $10,000.  C. Grano believes this is a realistic goal if more products are offered.  Robert Taylor Photography has merged with Photos by Roman.  Davis Photographers do the yearbook photos and senior photos.

GIFTS AND GRANTS: Funding policies were reviewed as printed on grant application form.  Applications received on or before 3-1-02 were considered first, and all others were considered in the order that they were received by the Gifts and Grants chairman.  There is $10.000 available to fund grants this spring.

Driscoll/Miller: 

1) Animal Photo and Fact Cards:  Due to the restructured school animal rotation, side-by-side comparison of animals no longer occurs.  The animal photo and fact cards will help students compare and contrast animals.  There are 200 cards that come in a storage case.  K. Kempson made a motion to put the application into discussion and N. Merolla seconded it.  Board members supported the purchase of the fact cards.  A vote was taken and the application was granted.

2) Pilot Program for Junior Great Books – 2nd grade.  A pilot program to start the Junior Great Books Program hwas received.  Teachers have been trained and believe that this program will help raise student test scores in reading and comprehension.  K. Kempson made a motion to put the application into discussion and N. Merolla seconded it.  The board discussion included having test scores reported to PTA Council, and if the program does indeed raise test scores, that Central Office be solicited to include the program into curriculum.  The board voted to grant the application with these measures as a requirement.

3) Kids on the Block Puppet Show:  Application requested funds to purchase one half of two puppets for puppet shows tthat make students more aware of people with disabilities.  Puppets are currently shared with Stamford School systems.  The Wilton program hopes to own all their puppets by 2003 and this is the second year of a three-year replacement program.  K. Kempson made a motion to put the application into discussion and M. Kehoe seconded it.  Discussion ensued and C. Grippi made a motion to grant the application.  J. Jacobsen seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the grant was funded.

Cider Mill:

1) Hanging Out Club – This will be for students receiving services through the resource rooms as Cider Mill.  It will be staffed by WHS students.  The cost will be $35 per students for 20 students.  K. Kempson made a motion to put the application into discussion.  N. Merolla seconded the motion.  Board discussion included questions of other agencies solicited for funds – none.  Will students attend the Club?  Are parents of these students in favor of the Club?  Would this curricular in nature?  If funded, Council should consider funding half the amount to start and fund the second half in the fall of 2002.  K. Kempson made a motion to table the application until 5-02.  M. DeSantis seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the Board voted to revisit the application at the May 2002 meeting.

Middlebrook:

1) Floor Plates for Badminton Program – Application requests money to purchase and install sleeves to convert volleyball courts into badminton courts at Middlebrook.  K. Kempson made a motion to put the application into discussion.  M. Kehoe seconded the motion.  This application was received and denied in fall 2001.  Discussion included providing seed money with the remaining funds to possible come from QSP funds.  M. Kehoe made a motion to fund the application with the stipulation that $300 comes from QSP funds.  K. Kempson seconded the motion.  The board voted and the motion passed.

2) Health Office Software for Cider Mill, Middlebrook, and WHS – The application requests funds to equip health offices at these schools with software to streamline health information and history of students.  This program has been donated to Miller/Driscoll.  J. Jacobsen made a motion to put the application into discussion and N. Merolla seconded it.  The board questioned whether or not this program should be funded by Central Office, discussed that this grant was denied by the Kiwanis Club, how will training be funded and provided, and discussing with district technology staff about coordinating this program throughout the district.  K. Kempson made a motion to fund the grant and this was seconded by C. Grippi.  A vote was taken and the motion failed.  J. Rutterman made a motion to table the discussion unto more information was received from Central Office about institution of this type of program.  M. DeSantis seconded the motion.  A vote was taken the motion passed to table the discussion until more information is available.

3) Multicultural Books as a District Genre – Resubmitted application after denial in fall 2001.  Grant seeks funds to purchase books about other cultures to increase knowledge of other cultures through independent reading.  K. Kempson made a motion to put the application into discussion.  J. Jacobsen seconded the motion.  Discussion by board members included questions about these books available through school library, where will books be kept?  Board members voted and the application was denied.

4) The Costume Trunk – Grant requests funds to purchase props for 7th grade Spanish and French students.  K. Kempson made a motion to put the application into discussion and M. DeSantis seconded the motion.  Discussion included making language interesting for this student age group.  The board voted and the application was granted.

WHS:

1) The Conquest in Mexico – requests funds for a pilot program for Spanish IV students to expand reading skills.  K. Kempson made a motion to put the application into discussion and M. DeSantis seconded the motion.  The board voted and the motion passed.

Gifts and Grants will continued at May Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:10.

Martha Fitting

Secretary

