MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 6, 2001 PTA COUNCIL BOARD MEETING

Present:  Birck, Fitting, Ruterman, Ferro, Lindner, Grano Silber, Matthews, Gundell, Hughes, Rappaport, Finkelstein, Mangan, Sapir, Raimondi, Grippi, Kempson, Kehoe, DeSantis, Merolla, DeFelice, Gustafson, Kelly.

Absent or Excused:  Walsh, Jacobsen, Hjelm, Myers, Hoag, Rance, McLaughlin.

President Karen Birck called the meeting to order at 9:07 A.M.  Karen introduced herself and thanked all board members for volunteering their time this school year.  The members of the board then introduced themselves.

NOMINATIONS:  If you have not picked up your job description folder yet, please do so after the meeting.

SECRETARY:  All members were asked to sign in and record their email address if applicable.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Please pick up a copy of the proposed budget fo the 2001-02 year, a phone tree and agenda.  Karen asked board members to please call the secretary if you are unable to attend a meeting.  Everyone who attended Board of Education and Board of Finance meeting over the summer were thanked.  The National PTA Convention in June was a working convention.  At the meeting, a national dues increase was passed.  Effective 4/02 National PTA dues will increase by 50 cents.  This will affect local dues.



2001 Dues



2002 Dues

Nat’l        $1.25



   Nat’l       $1.75


State       $3.00



   State      $3.00


Local       $2.75



   Local      $2.25

Unit presidents reported that few complaints were heard during the August walk through about the increase in PTA dues to $7.00.  Karen stated that the National PTA will be using the increased revenue from the dues increase for a media campaign.

  Dr. Clune state in a speech to district staff members that Character Education has a place in Wilton.  He noted that there has been a problem with alcohol abuse which is potentially damaging to Wilton Youth.

  The topic of fundraising was discussed.  The money raised from any fundraising drive should be used for the following: the purchase of technology equipment and programs, to continue character education programs, and to strengthen Wilton PTA Council’s relationship with other Wilton organizations.  Wilton PTA Council has a board seat on the Wilton Education Foundation.

  The October 4 Council meeting will be held at the home of Marie DeSantis, 222 Dudley Road.  Parking is available in her driveway or on the private drive adjacent to her driveway.

VICE PRESIDENT – PROGRAMS: A meeting was held with the League of Women Voters.  On October 18, a roundtable meeting will be held to meet the candidates for local offices.  On October 24, a program will be held at the Silvermine Tavern.  Kevin Sullivan, Senate President ProTem will speak about the bill he sponsored to have school start at a later time.  This bill was defeated during the last session of the state senate.  MaryAnn Duce, a local chiropractor has approached PTA Council on presenting a program on the pros and cons of Ritalin for children with ADD/ADHD.  Suggestions for this type of program included having a panel of alternative therapy practitioners as well as professionals who chose traditional medication methods.  Cathy Grippi will investigate putting together a panel.

TREASURER’S REPORT: There is no change in the financial status of Council since 6/30/01.  This year’s budget was planned on expenditures in past years.   The board questioned using funds for a seed money to start a technology funding program.  Board members had questions and concerns on how money raised through a specific technology fund raising program would be used.   Eileen Freedman commented that after running the AT&T Rewards program, for several years that it is very difficult to determine exactly what technology items are wanted.  She recommended setting goals and establishing a set of priorities and procedures.  Two ways to provide seed money to a technology fund were to present all monies to Dr. Clune and have him oversee the purchase of items.  The other suggestion was to set up a program for technology purchases similar to the current Gifts and Grants application procedure.  Currently the plan for technology purchases is as follows:  Funds will be issued through the individual school activity fund to purchase technology items that were cut from the budget.  The council’s concerns will be discussed with Dr. Clune.  Items to be discussed with Dr. Clune include should there be a meeting with all district technology staff to determine need and is it appropriate for PTA Council to have the responsibility of distributing funds for technology purchases.  Some board members are concerned that a specific technology fundraiser will overburden parents in addition to individual school fundraising efforts and the implementation of school activity fees.

  At this time, Debbie Matthews – Cultural Arts Program, stated that she is concerned that sending a solicitation letter for donations to the Cultural Arts program may offend parents.  She has concern about the program continuing, as $5,600.00 was gifted last school year.  The cultural Arts line item in 2000-01 started at $4,000.00 and the solicitation letter raised approximately $3,100.00.  Debbie Matthews made a motion that $3,000.00 be transferred from the ending cash balance of $18,671.32.  S. Mangan seconded the motion.  Discussion on the motion included using the individual school newsletters for cultural arts solicitation, the sending of one mailing outlining all fundraising programs for the year 2001-02 and parents supporting the programs of their choice, and that all fundraising efforts should be coordinated.  A vote was taken and the motion to transfer $3,000.00 from the ending cash balance was passed.  C. Finkelstein commented that Miller fundraising letters should be sent out on September 24.

UNIT REPORTS:

Wilton High School:  The 9th grade has over 300 students.  This is the largest WHS class in some time.  The new addition looks great and a community Thank You Walk Through will be scheduled.  Homecoming is scheduled for September 28.  The parade will start at 6P.M. and the game at 7P.M.  The Homecoming Dance will take place on Saturday, September 29 and will be sponsored by WHS.  A textbook sale is being put together to offset expenditures.

Middlebrook:  Middlebrook lost a student and this situation of this child’s death was handled well by all at Middlebrook.  On 9-13, Middlebrook students will be photographed, 9-21 is 7th grade activity night, 10-2 is 6th grade Open House, 10-3 is 7th and 8th grade Open House.  The Science Fair will be held in the fall this year so that students will be able to participate in the State Science Fair.  The Science Fair Chairmen are currently talking to all teams.  The entry date is 10-21-01.  A general meeting of the Middlebrook PTA will be held on 9-20-01 to approve the proposed budget.

Cider Mill:  Everything at Cider Mill is off to a good start.

Miller:  The school year is off to a good start.  Miller will be launching a Technology Fundraising Program and a Playground Equipment Fund Raising Program.  The wooden playground was removed due to it being deemed unsafe.  Estimates to replace the wooden playground are at $55,000.00.  The target date for a fundraising letter to parents is 9-24-01.  Twenty-one color printers were purchased with left over funds.  On 9-14 and Ice Cream Social will be held.

Driscoll: The school year is off to a good start with 471 students and 23 teachers.  Mrs. Montrone is the substitute for Music.  The August Walk Through went well.  Students picked up pre-ordered school supplies.  It was reported that 48% of the enrolled students bought the packaged school supplies.  Approximately $1,700.00 was raised on Spirit Wear.  Driscoll and Miller have incorporated the National PTA logo on all their handouts.  The Reflections Programs and Character Education program are new positions on the Driscoll PTA Board.  The first Character Education program will be the String of Warmth.  Hats and mittens will be collected with winter.  This program will be in conjunction with Miller School.  A Health Wise column will be included in the Driscoll newsletter.  The first Driscoll PTA meeting will be held on 9/10.  Donna McGuire will be the featured speaker at the meeting.  In June 2001, parents were surveyed about current PTA programs.  Survey results indicated that parents would prefer to contribute directly to the Driscoll PTA rather than attend fundraising events like the Art Sale.  Driscoll PTA will attempt to raise $50,000.00 through direct solicitation.

FOOD SERVICE: Chartwells Food Service has the current contract.  Representatives from Chartwells will speak at the Miller PTA meeting in 9-01.  The local Chartwells representative is a registered dietician and is willing to attend any district PTA meeting.  Chartwells can be reached at 834-4990.  Recommendations to Chartwells include posting the menus at cash registers and on school bulletin boards.  A Health/Nutrition Advisory Committee is being put together.

GIFTS AND GRANTS – SECOND V.P.: Karen Birck announced that Bernadette Stanton-Meijer has been nominated to fill this position.  Marie DeSantis made a motion that Bernadette Stanton-Meijer be nominated for the Gifts and Grants -

