Wilton Pta council board meeting minutes October 3, 2002

Present:  Birck, Belanger, Konover, Merolla, Sapir, Ruterman, Essman, Kempson, Krivoshik, Stanton-Meijer, Furnival, Rouleau, Walker, Ferro, Roux, Terry, Hughes, Walpo, Grano, DeSantis, Fuentes, O’Connor, Cobb, Bruschi, Poirier, Rance

President Karen Birck called the meeting to order at 9:15am

Officer Reports and Action Items:

President:  Karen Birck

Kudos to Colette Poirier for preparing the Cultural Arts mailing.  Since 1994, the group has solicited funds to support Performing Arts in our school.  A suggested donation of $5 per family has been requested in the past.  This year, the suggested donation has been increased to $7 per family to cover some of the additional costs of the programs.  

Welcome to Nora Belanger, Hospitality Chair.

Update of PTA President’s meeting with Dr. Clune (10/2/02).  Dr. Clune shared a packet of information from the state on the topic of child abduction, which included 8 rules of safety.  

District has a new website for weather cancellations and school delays.  (www.ctweather.com).

Note: Early Dismissal times are as follows:  WHS/Middlebrook 11:50, Cider Mill 12:20, Miller/Driscoll 1:10.  Emergency dismissal times are as follows:  WHS/Middlebrook 10:30, Cider Mill 11:30, Miller/Driscoll 12:30.

The Turn Over shop has reopened.  The space has been expanded and lighting improved.  There is still a need for volunteers (3 hour shifts, 2x monthly).

Thanks for all financial support of the performance this evening, including the Miller/Driscoll PTA’s.  Thanks to all council members, who donated cookies for tonight’s Prudence Crandall performance.

1st VP Programs: Meg Fuentes

We are all excited and prepared for this evening’s performance of the Prudence Crandall play.  The program for the performance will include an insert, which is a survey on future Character Education programs.  The program, as well as the survey, was shared.

2nd VP Gifts and Grants:  Bernadette Stanton-Meijer

It was reported that all applications have been distributed to the schools and are also available on the district website.  A spreadsheet is available, which includes information concerning Grants.  Application deadline is set for midnight November 1, 2002 and will be strictly enforced.  Changes this year:  All candidates will be interviewed this year, by a Gift and Grant member and the respective PTA president, Karen Birck will handle the Community candidates.  A committee has been formed, consisting of the following Council members:  Birck, Kempson, Ruterman, Ferro, and Poirier.  Grants must be used within 6 month of approval.  Letters to the applicants will go out within 2 weeks after Council approval.

Secretary:  Maureen Roux

Motion to approve minutes of 9/5/02 meeting.  M. Fuentes seconded the motion.  Minutes approved.

Treasurer:  Joy Ruterman

Distributed Budget for review.

Delegate/Legislative:  Marie DeSantis

This week legislation passed regarding the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in our schools.  Parents can opt out. 

National PTA lobbying against school vouchers.  Federal funding should be used for Public education.  

Legislative report from National PTA highlights the “No Child Left Behind Act”, every child should be able to graduate.  Looking to Congress for additional funding.

Committee Reports and Action Items:

Art Appreciation:  Pam Rouleau

Cider Mill supply closet has been well organized, with shelving.  Miller/Driscoll still nin need of portfolio cases.  Volunteers can be reimbursed, each class having a cap.  All grades do include cost-free projects.

Working on an outline for the role of class reps and volunteers.  Driscoll and Cider Mill still in need of volunteers on certain grade levels.  Miller is still missing several prints.  If Budget allows at the end of the year, it is requested that supplies such as additional portfolio cases, replacement prints, and video duplicates be considered.  Ads should be included in newsletters requesting recycled items to reduce future costs.

Bus Safety:  Connie Cobb

Mandated seminars have been instituted by Laidlaw for all bus drivers.  The first topic was Seasonal Safety.  PTA Presidents and bus safety representatives are invited to meetings.  It was suggested that future seminars should include the topic of Bullying, Student Management and Substance Abuse.

Drivers have (notably) submitted more behavior slips to Bus Barn so far this year.  Incentive programs, such as Driver of the Month and Bus of the Month really appear to be working.

Issues regarding driver conduct were raised. It was noted that drivers at Cider Mill are bypassing stop signs, speeding and making wide turns.  It was suggested that the Bus # must be more visible for easier identification.  Laidlaw also needs to be made aware of these infractions.

Due to low rider ship in P.M. by Kg. during the first week of school, it was suggested that monitors be recruited during October next year for P.M. Kg. bus runs.

Character Education:  Margaret Sapir

Tonight is the kick off event for this year’s Character Ed programs.  “Prudence Crandall” play will be performed at the Little Theatre.  Program and insert for tonight’s performance shared.  

160 reservations have been made.

Sapir invited to speak to the Rotary Club and was well received.  Topics included a general overview of the Character Ed Programs as well as the Sleep Study.

Cultural Arts:  Colette Poirer

2500 solicitation letters will be mailed.  Envelopes stuffed by Council throughout meeting.

Photographs:  Cathy Castaldi and Cynthia Grano

All students have taken school photos.  Re-takes will be available.  It was suggested that next year provisions should be made for minor touch-ups for students at WHS.

Family photos are scheduled for weekend of Oct 12-14th.  242 appointments have been scheduled.  Saturday indoor appointments are fully booked.  Volunteers needed especially, for midday assistance.

Ski, Skate and Sport Sale:  Susan Rance and Karen Zawislak

Date of sale is Oct. 18th-20th.  Consignment is Thursday, Oct 17th and Friday, Oct 18th A.M.

Consignments are encouraged.

Special Education Rep:  Maggie Walpo

Special Education reevaluations required every 3 years.  Recently, there could be as much as a 6 month to 3 year waitlist for the administration of this testing.  A testing center in Milford was recently approved by the BOE, which should expedite the process.  Maggie is working with PTA Special Ed reps to develop a job description for their position.

Wilton Youth Council:  Jennifer Walker

First meeting held Sept 19th.  Priorities outlined for 2002-2003.  Goals for the year 1) to strengthen Youth to Youth (YTY) and 2) to move forward with the Positive Youth Development (PYD) initiative.  At this time PYD is developing a matrix of services and programs available to youth in Wilton with the long term goal of identifying where there are gaps.  Youth to Youth, a community based Leadership and Drug Prevention program, sponsored by Wilton Youth Council, will be held after school at Middlebrook and at WHS.

“Projects” program, a venue to bring parents together, begins in 7th grade and culminates in senior year at the Post Graduation Party.  Parents from the Class of 2008 will meet in October.  The former program “Safe Home” has been renamed “Party Line”.  All Wilton families have the opportunity to be listed in a directory of homes that are committed to properly supervise teen parties.

Wilton Youth Council was complimented for their recent newsletter, which was very concise and informative.

Unit Reports:

WHS:  Ellen Essman

Homecoming week successful and well attended.

Welcome new staff:  John Jangl, New Assistant Principal started 9/17/02



       Laurie Getner, Attendance staff member.

Enrollment is 1,111.

“Coffee with Principal” next topic:  Graduation Requirements and SAT score changes.  Date T.B.A.

College Night is 10/16/02 WHS Field House 7:00-9:00

Sally Foster fundraiser was successful, and will meet budget.

Middlebrook:  Rose Krivoschik

Open Houses well attended.

Expected enrollment:  6th- 359, 7th- 321, 8th-329

10/29/02 Choral Concert at WHS

PTA meetings are scheduled for third Thursday of the month. Attendance is encouraged.

Clothing/Textbooks sales going well.

Welcome P. Change, our new Dean.

Teachers’ feedback very positive of incoming 6th grade class.

“Coffee with the Principal” Book discussion meetings will be planned

Miller:  Susan O’Connor

First Ice Cream Social a huge success.

Turkey Bingo is 11/14/02.  Details to follow.

Positive response at New Parent Coffee.  Well attended especially by kindergarten parents.  Kathy Helms prepared wonderful displays.

New playground equipment temporarily closed due to drainage problems.

New parking being utilized.  Parking still somewhat of a problem.

Driscoll:  Sharon Terry

Open Houses well attended.

Dutch Bulb fundraiser concluded. 6,500 bulbs orders at 50% profit.

Spirit Wear and Child Art production on display.

New Parent coffee well attended.

16/24 computers up and running in Lab.

Pumpkin Carving will be 10/23 and 10/24.

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 A.M.

Maureen Roux

Secretary

