WILTON PTA COUNCIL BOARD MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 5, 2002

Present: Birck, Kehoe, Ruterman, Krivoschik, Konover, Furnival, Wertz, O’Connor, Ferro, Poirier, Zawislak, Rouleau, Grano, Merolla, Terry, Walker, Sapir, Jacobsen, Kehoe, DeSantis, Kempson, Waskom, Fuentes, Essman, Roux, Hughes

President Karen Birck called the meeting to order at 9:15am

OFFICER REPORTS AND ACTIONS ITEMS:

President welcomed all PTA Council members.

An Executive PTA Board planning meeting was held on August 28, 2002.  Character Education was identified as Council’s focus for the year and we hope to present programs on bus and playground safety.

At the Sept. 4, 2002 PTA Presidents meeting with Dr. Clune, Council Education Chair, Margaret Sapir, presented to Dr. Clune the Connecticut Education Association Survey on bullying and encouraged him to consider administering it in the Wilton Schools.

Screening Requirements for Laidlaw Bus Drivers were discussed.  A written copy of screening requirements for Laidlaw bus drivers was passed around.  It was said we are at capacity on all bus runs.

Survey results were presented on parent vote for the Town Budget.  38% of parents eligible to vote actually voted.  Of the 10,000 voters in town, only 4,090 were parents of our school community.

The PTA Council has a new Post Office Box #7001.  New letterhead, which includes our new logo, is available.

A request made by Sped-Net on working with Council to collaborate on a program on the topic of Anxiety and Depression was discussed but no decision was made.  The Council has contact the League of Women Voters as this topic maybe better suited as a multi-organizational program with wider appeal.

Treasury Report:  Joy Ruterman

Joy proposed the PTA Council 2002-2003 Budget.  She explained expenses have been adjusted to reflect last year’s expenditures.  It was noted we donated $19,000 to Gifts and Grants last year.  Ferro moved to accept the proposed budget.  Jacobsen seconded the motion a vote was taken and the motion passed.

Committee Reports:

Character Education:  Margaret Sapir

An update on the “Names Can Really Hurt Us” program at W.H.S. was given.  Faculty has been introduced to the program.  Program will include 7 students to present their personal experiences with Bullying and Harassment.  An open mike session will follow. 

Middlebrook theme this year is “One Person Can Make a Difference”. The Prudence Crandall play will be performed on October 3rd at W.E.P.C.O. from 7-9pm.  It is the story of the Connecticut white abolitionist who established a school for “young mistresses of color” in CT.   Wilton Y and Council will be sending home flyers for this event to WHS and Middlebrook students, as well as letters to community leaders.  The evening will begin with a PTA Council Reception for various community leaders.

Photography:  Cynthia Granno

Wilton Family Portrait weekend is scheduled for Oct 12th and 13th with an outdoor Rain Date for the 14th.  New backgrounds, black and white photography and new product including note cards and calendars will be offered this year.  It was decided the Wilton Bicentennial Logo will appear on the cover of the calendar.  The PTA Council will receive 50% of the sitting fees and 20-25% on the products from this fundraising event.

Ski, Skate and Sport Sale:  Karen Zawislak

Date of sale is October 18th-20th.  Donations and contribution will be accepted on October 17th.  A volunteer sign up sheet was circulated.

Unit Reports:

WHS:  Ellen Essman

Opening day was smooth.  There are 310 freshman attending.

Photo Day is September 6th.  Open House is September 12th at 6:45.

Sally Fester Gift Wrap Fundraiser is being planned.

We welcome our new Assistant Principal, John Jenkle.

Middlebrook:  Rose Krivoshik

There are 76 new students.  New parent coffee was well attended.  Open House dates have been changed.  The 6th grade is scheduled for Sept 9th from 7-8pm.  The 7th and 8th grades are scheduled on Sept 26 from 7-8:30.  Photo Day is Sept 12th.  The CMT begin Sept 28th.  The 6th grade activities night is Oct. 4th.  The first PTA meeting is Sept 19th.

Cider Mill:  Jaye Jacobesen

Debra Weisel, our new Assistant Principal, has been actively involved since Aug. 1st.  Virginia Ricco is welcomed as Acting Principal.  Staff morale is high.  There is a PTA meeting on Sept. 12th.  Gift Wrap Fundraiser begins Sept. 6th.

Miller:  Susan O’Connor

A smooth start was reported.  There are four new classroom teachers.  Open Houses are scheduled for Sept 18th for grades K and 2 and on Sept 12th for grades 1 and 2.  School Photo Day is Sept 20th.  An Ice Cream Social is planned in the evening of Sept. 20th.  The staff and students are thrilled with the new carpeting.  As of yet, the air conditioning system is not yet fully operational.

Driscoll:  Sharon Terry

A smooth start was reported.  New parent coffee is Sept. 12th.  Open Houses are scheduled for Sept 17th and 25th.  Not of expanded Website services including access to activity sign up sheets that can be downloaded.  Dates for Family Dinner and Dutch Bulb Fundraiser T.B.A.

Program:

Three representatives of Family and Children’s Agency discussed how to cope with the anniversary of 9/11/01 and gave information about the resources available to families in Fairfield County.  Ways to support out children through trauma were discussed.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 A.M.

Maureen Roux

Secretary

9/18/2002


