WILTON PTA COUNCIL BOARD MEETING

MINUTES JANUARY 8, 2004

Present: Birck, Cobb, Richter, Terry, Kehoe, Mangan, Roux, Merolla, Schuler, Sapir, Kempson, Schneidman, Ruterman, DeSantis, Dewitt, Hughes, Raimondi, Wilcauskas, Castaldi, Ferro, Rouleau, Waskom, Krivoshik, Zawislak, Konover, Foster, McSpirit, Derrico, Clune

President Karen Birck called the meeting to order at 9:15.

Guest Speaker: Dr. Clune

Introduction of PTA Council members and their positions.

Dr. Clune presented 2004-2005 Superintendent’s Recommended Budget.

Budget assumes typical trend of increased student population. It accommodates 3.9% increase in student enrollment,  from 4203 to 4366.

This trend is expected to continue, with a plateau in 2010-2013. 

This budget reflects 2 rounds of cuts and adjustments. 

A suggestion was made by Ferro that Dr. Clune prepare a spreadsheet outlining budget requests, and the changes made after the rounds of cuts and adjustments. Dr. Clune agreed to prompt attention to put that in place. 

The Board of Education recognizes multiple pressures on Town Finances for 2004-2005 and has continued its cost containment efforts. Notwithstanding these pressures, there are several major factors that will drive the Board of Education budget:

Staff and textbooks to meet increasing enrollment.

Textbook update/replacement

Employee medical insurance.

Salaries per collective bargaining agreements.

Increased Special Education costs/decreased state reimbursement

Transportation contract

Technology plan equipment and software

General insurance expenses

Reviewed Cost Containment statement pg.15 of recommended budget.

Discussed Budget Building Blocks pgs.16-18.

Dr. Clune concluded his presentation welcoming Council member’s questions or comments. 

DeWitt made a recommendation to explore the possibility of the district recycling old textbooks.

Birck asked Dr. Clune to describe the status of the Central Offices and their location in the High School.Dr. Clune recognizes the needs of the High School, and estimates the cost of moving Central Office and retrofitting Comstock to be $2.5 million.

In lieu, he suggests modest improvements at the H.S: Dedicated orchestra rehearsal space, limiting Culinary Arts to 8 sections, moving Continuing Education out of H.S, reconfiguring AV/Video production space, and carving another science lab out of space in the “old” part of the building. 

Public Hearing on Superintendents Recommended 2004-2005 Budget meeting Jan.28, Cider Mill Cafeteria, at 7:30 pm

Officer Reports and Action Items:

President: Karen Birck

Noted article in Villager in December about Council sponsored ceramic artist at W.H.S.

Scholarship fund is being set up for Matthew Shaw. Donations can not be held by the Wilton bank; Weekly Warrior will inform public where donations can be sent.

Ferro made a motion for Council to donate $100 to the fund. Krivoshik 2nd. Kempson motioned to table to next month when scholarship fund is in place.

Birck expressed her appreciation for the baking done following funeral services. 

Secretary: Maureen Roux

Approval of December minutes.

Treasurer: Carol Schuler

Distributed Wilton PTA Council financial statement as of December 5, 2004.

VP Gifts and Grants: Kim Mangan

Letters notifying applicants of Council’s decisions have been mailed to all fall grant applicants.

VP Programs: Sharon Terry

Parent program will be presented by guest speaker Dr. Don Wetmore on “Organization and Time Management Skills” for student’s grades 4-8, in the Cider Mill cafeteria on February 3 from 8:15-10:15 am and 7:15-9:15 pm.  

VP Budget Study and Education: Nan Merolla

Distributed PTA Council Budget Team Info. Plan 2004- Overview. Lists all important meeting dates as well as volunteer needs. All interested in joining the Council Budget Team should e-mail Nan. A Get Out the Vote organizational meeting is being planned for next week at the home of Nan Merolla(318 Ridgefield Road) on either 1/14 or 1/16 from 9:30-11:00. Please call her with preferences for the date of the meeting.

Attendance at the Public hearing is encouraged.

Committee Reports:

Ski, Skate, & Sport Sale: Karen Zawislak, Lisa McSpirit

Presented check to Council for $17,500 from sale profits.

Kudos for a job well done.

Photos: Cathy Castaldi, Cynthia Grano, Heather Wilcaukas

Figures larger than expected. Total is $13,523.35.

Kudos for a job well done.

Reflections: Doon Foster

Deadline for entries is Friday, Jan.9th, with M.B.’s deadline extended to Monday.

Reception for all participants and their families at Wilton Library, Friday, 1/16. Winners will be announced, as well as ribbons presented that evening.

Science Fair: Catharine Kempson, Mary Kehoe

Currently 83 students participating in the Science Fair, 60 of these students are from 7Y at M.B. Some concerns were discussed that the Science Fair may be reaching its end as a pilot program. The time is coming to evaluate whether this is an enrichment program that should continue.

5th grade Invention Convention is scheduled for April 7, in both the C.M. gyms.

Students will receive supplies and will be offered after school help by staff. 

Community Outreach: Margaret Sapir

Colleen Fawcett, Aileen Lindner, and Margaret Sapir have met several times to plan the Names Can Really Hurt Us: What We Wish Our Parents Knew When We Were in Elementary School program developed by the ADL and funded through the state grant. With Elaine Richter’s support and the backing of the PTA Council the program is expected to take place at the Cider Mill cafeteria on March 24th from 6:00-8:30 pm.  The committee is working with Kristen Dineen at WHS and Marji Shapiro of the ADL (who developed the NAMES programs) to coordinate with the high school students who will be panelists.  Quoting from the flyer for the Greenwich program (which attracted 100 parents) “local students share their insights and strategies related to bullying and other painful experiences that children encounter.”  It is hoped that the issues of bullying related to economic differences, racial background and appearance, shyness, and learning disabilities will be addressed.  The committee is trying to set up a planning meting this month and it is hoped that Marji Shapiro will be able to address a Cider Mill PTA meeting.  Parents of Middlebrook and Miller/Driscoll Students will also be welcome.  If possible, pizza will be served and there will be babysitting during the program in March so that more parents will be able to attend.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:15.

Maureen Roux 

Secretary

