WILTON PTA COUNCIL BOARD MEETING

MINUTES June 3, 2004

President Nan Merolla called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m. with the following members present:  Rita Cassel, Ellen Essman, Chris Finkelstein, Doon Foster, Nancy Gorkin, Marianne Gustafson, Diane Hughes, Leny Jacobsen, Shasta Johnson, Catharine Kempson, Lisa Lamason, Alicia Lindgren, Kim Mangan, Lynn Philbrick, Diana Prince, 

Patty Rauccio, Elaine Richter, Maureen Roux, Margaret Sapir, Pam Thompson.

Excused:  Kim Cafiero, Heather Wilcauskas, Pam Wertz

Absent: Diane Dewitt, Pam Drummond, Laurie Forcade, Suzanne Konover, Lisa McSpirit, Pam Rouleau.  

President Nan Merolla shared an address given by Linda Hodge, National PTA President, about what PTA Council is and is not.   

Format of Council Meetings:


We will bring our own beverage/snack.  Information will be available at 9:00 a.m. and meetings will be called to order at 9:15 a.m.  Attendance is critical – we vote and share information.  Please email or call Nan or Pam if you cannot attend.  If you have to leave early, please let Nan know before the meeting to ensure voting quorums.


Committee reports that need no discussion can be emailed to Secretary Pam Thompson for distribution prior to the meeting.  Also, if there are questions/concerns you want members to respond to on issues coming before the Council, email them for distribution as well.  An email reminder will go out the Friday before a meeting with the minutes of the previous meeting and a request to send any information to share with the Council.  A final email will be sent Monday with all information received for the meeting.


In order to get to know each other better, each member gave a brief summary of themselves – activities, children, and interests.

Officer Reports & Action Items

President: Nan Merolla met with Dr. Clune on Wednesday, June 2, 2004, where the following items were discussed:

1) For teacher’s gifts, the district policy is to collect no money.  Gifts made by the children (i.e. home made treats, cards) are most appreciated.  Dr. Clune had remained firm on this policy until he realized money had already been collected and gifts purchased.  He will allow the gifts to be presented this year, but next year the policy should be enforced at all schools.

2) Next year, PTA Hospitality instead of Room Representatives will handle Teacher Appreciation.  Year-end tributes geared toward classroom needs will be permitted but will not exceed an explicit amount.  A budget line item for Room Reps might be included in next year’s PTA budgets.

3) Dr. Clune suggested a “summit” of organizations to see where duplication of efforts might be avoided or efforts for common goals be combined.

In September, we will discuss fundraising issues, i.e. should only be done to fund activities.  Nan has invited PTA State to talk about fundraising at a future meeting.

Treasurer: Lynn Philbrick reported that Carol Schuler, 2003-4 treasurer, indicated we are cash heavy and need to spend it.  Further discussion needed at the September meeting.      

VP-Gifts & Grants: Kim Mangan explained Gifts & Grants.  If a request is not “grant” material, it may be returned to the school’s PTA to be funded.  On rare occasions, we may fund a request as a gift.

VP-Budget: Alicia Lindgren would like to review each PTA’s budget to see what is being funded through the PTA that should be included in the school’s budget.  Also, get a feel for how much are parents paying.

School (Unit) reports:

1) Cider Mill – Elaine Richter –Dealing with Teacher Gifts this year and updating handbook.

2) Middlebrook - Chris Finkelstein – School is almost back to normal after the messages.

3) Miller/Driscoll - Shasta Johnson (M) & Leny Jacobson (D) – the schools will combine events and fundraising in the upcoming school year.

Next Executive Board Meeting August 30 2004 at 10:00 a.m., home of Nan Merolla 

Next Presidents meeting August 31, 2004 at 9:15 a.m., Comstock 

Next PTA Council meeting September 2, 2004 at 9:15 a.m., Comstock

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.

Pam Thompson

Secretary

