WILTON PTA COUNCIL BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES SEPTEMBER 4, 2003

Present: Birck, Ruterman, Kempson, Krivoshik, Roux, Ferro, Rouleau, McSpirit, O’Connor, Terry, Merolla, Cobb,Grano,Schuler, Schneidman, Raimondi, Hughes,Walpo,Vissicchio,Castali,Dewitt,Johnson,Finkelstein,Poirier,Foster, Zawislak,Bruschi

President Karen Birck called the meeting to order at 9:15 A.M.

Officer Reports and Action Items:

Guest Speakers: Sheila Wakoff and Debbie Chavez 

Discussed a variety of computer courses being offered by Continuing Ed this fall,

Noted convenient weekday A.M. class times. 

President: Karen Birck

Welcome to all incoming PTA Council Board members 2003-2004.

CT PTA Leadership workshops are free. Unit presidents encouraged to announce.

CT PTA has changed insurers, no longer AIM. 

Five Cents Makes Sense for Education postcards were distributed. PTA members are supporting federal funding of at least five cents of every tax dollar for public education.

Reported on the following broad goals set by the PTA Executive Board this year:

1. To fundraise to support our programs in the schools (ex. Reflections, art appreciation), to support our programs for parents, and to support our grant program for teachers and staff.

2. To continue to provide programming, across the grade levels, for parents.

3. To continue to work to inform parents about educational issues, including local education budget issues, and to get to the polls to vote on such issues. 

A committee of BOE members and former BOE chairman continue the new Superintendent search. Advertisements have been written in trade journals.

Resumes are due by mid December. Position expected to be filled by late winter or early spring.

Secretary: Maureen Roux

Approval of June Minutes.

Treasurer: Carol Schuler

Distributed Wilton PTA Council Budget 2003-2004.

Noted changes, such as an increase in Family Photo income, combined Council Programs and Character Education, added Alternative Night School as a line item, an increase in Art appreciation for necessary supplies, and combined Reflections and FAPA to one line item. 

Ferro motioned to vote on approving budget. Ruterman 2nd the motion. 

Vote taken. All approved. Budget adopted. 

VP Programs: Sharon Terry

Discussed direction of programs for this year. Suggested more skilled based programs. Topics may include study habits, time management, college admission tips, standardized testing, transitions; including physical, emotional, and educational, the No Child Left Behind Act and the budget process. 

Committee Reports:

Special Education: Maggie Walpole and Carol Vissicchio

Discussed a SPED.NET and CACLD cosponsored program “A Morning of Information and Inspiration” by Richard D. Lavine M.S., M.Ed. at the Norwalk Inn on Dec. 8th.  

Motioned for Council to sponsor $500 for 20 teachers to attend. Krivoshik 2nd the motion. Foster moved to table the vote to October meeting. It was suggested that mini grant monies may be available and to contact Ann Maguire at the Central Office. Kempson 2nd the motion. Vote taken. All approved tabling to October meeting.

Photographs: Cathy Castaldi

WHS photos on 9/5.

Wilton Family Photo 2003 Portrait Weekend is Sat. Oct. 11th and Sun. Oct.12th with an outdoor rain date of Mon. Oct. 13th.  Portrait weekend is open to the public.

Bus Safety: Connie Cobb

All busses are staffed and running. Kindergarten monitors are riding the buses. May have to revisit the need for monitors on the Cider Mill runs; there is a need for improvement. Will be recruiting bus monitors for Kg. long days PM bus runs.

Ski, Skate and Sport Sale: Karen Zawislak and Lisa McSpirit

Sale is Oct.17th -19th. Consignment begins Thurs. Oct. 16th. Volunteer list circulated.

Unit Reports:

WHS: Eileen Ferro

P.T.S.A. Sally Foster gift wrap fundraiser from 9/5-9/26th.

New Weekly Warrior e-mail bulletin update of events by grade available online. Contact Pat Temple at weeklywarrior@hotmail.com. 

Sept. 10th is Open House.

Total enrollment at WHS is 1177.

Middlebrook: Rose Krivoshik

Reported a smooth opening. There are 18 new teachers on staff. There are 1.2 teams at every grade level. 

Cider Mill: Chris Finkelstein

Good start adjusting to new schedule. 

Intramural drop off  will be at 6:50. 

PTA meeting 9/18 at 9:15.

Driscoll: Ann Raimondi

PTA meeting 9/15 at 9:15.

Open houses scheduled for 9/17 and 9/23.

Bulb fundraiser has started. 

Fundraising weekend 11/14 including Driscoll Silent Auction and Fall Harvest.

Ladies Shopping Night Out fundraiser scheduled for 12/14.

Miller: Shasta Johnson

PTA meeting 9/23 at 9:15.

Membership drive for PTA members going well.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:10 A.M.

Maureen Roux

Secretary

