WILTON PTA COUNCIL BOARD MEETING

MINUTES November 4, 2004 at Comstock

President Nan Merolla called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m.

Members Present:  Kim Cafiero, Cathy Castaldi, Diane DeWitt, Chris Finkelstein, Doon Foster, Marianne Gustafson, Diane Hughes, Shasta Johnson, Catharine Kempson, Suzanne Konover, Lisa Lamason, Alicia Lindgren, Kim Mangan, Lynn Philbrick, Diana Prince, Patty Rauccio, Elaine Richter, Pam Rouleau, Maureen Roux, Pam Thompson, Heather Wilcauskas.

Off Board Members: Karen Birck

Guests: Jeannie Robertson (Driscoll rep for Leny Jacobson) 

Excused:  Pam Drummond, Ellen Essman, Laurie Forcade, Leny Jacobson, Jim Kamp, Syblle Kinley, Lisa McSpirit, Pam Wertz.

President’s Report

- Voter turnout for national election was 89%

- BOE calendar is out for next year: 1/27 Public Hearing on Sup’s budget at CM

                                                          3/28 BOF  Public hearing on BOE Budget at WHS





          5/3 Town Meeting at WHS  & subsequent 5/7 Town Vote at WHS   

- Enrollment numbers – anticipating larger class sizes and would need more space and an extra teacher

- Community conversation – final report will come out via email

- Nan met with Christine Chambers and Debbie Low on November 3.  Currently have 38 special needs

    preschool students, expected to increase to 50.  Augment classes with general education students.

- Behavioral specialist Barry Morgenstern, a planned hire in the school budget, to hold seminars, train

     and counsel.  First step in reducing out sourcing of students to other institutions to fulfill IEPs.

- Series of 6 articles to appear in newspaper to educate the public, could also put them on website.

- Christine will start a parent mentoring program to help people coming into Wilton – pair them with

    an “old” family for support and information.

- Libraries at each school will have a section on special ed topics

- The Turnover Shop is in need of volunteers – please consider giving 3 hours per month 

- Excellent turnout for Wilton Reads “To Kill a Mockingbird”.  Wilton students impressed the actors –

     best prepared they had seen based on questions asked and understanding the book.  Nan was asked

     by Kathy Leeds to have a book discussion for the PTA Council, but due to time constraints, we

     chose not to pursue a date and time.

- Upcoming plans discussed in a joint WEF/Council meeting.  Dr. Richards had asked us to work with

     WEF in an effort to reduce duplication of efforts.  WEF would like to develop a model and pilot

     program for  professional development.  While we can’t participate in the fund raising efforts, we

     can provide manpower for other efforts.  Two things we may help with:

1) Event for Teacher Appreciation – Community nominates teachers and they are honored at a black tie event.

2) Read Aloud Day at Miller, Driscoll and Cider Mill – Community members read aloud to kids with focus on civility and diversity.  Books provided courtesy of Village Market.

- Next month’s meeting – Gifts & Grants proposals – please come & vote.  Coffee provided as a bribe!

Health and Nutrition - Jim Camp (reported by Nan)

- He and Nan met with Carolyn Gundell, MA on Nov 3 to discuss formation of task force on nutrition and health in Wilton Public Schools.  

- Team would include Wilton Schools personnel (health ed, Phys. Ed), parents from each school, BOE Rep, Chartwells rep

- Goal to formulate plan to submit to BOE to establish/implement district wide policy for health & nutrition 

- Will create mission statement, goals & objectives and suggested member list for the Team 

- Discussion ensued on the importance of physical fitness component of this task force.

Secretary – Pam Thompson

Doon F. moved the October minutes be approved, Alicia L. seconded and the motion passed.

Treasurer – Lynn Philbrick

· Donations coming in for the Cultural Arts fund

· Paid the Library for our part of the Wilton Reads program

· Ski & Skate expecting maybe $10,000 lower than last year – Friday was rainy with low turnout.  Donations were down.

Nominating – Ellen Essman (reported by Nan)

- Please list your duties month by month so that next year, your successor has a step by step guide.

- Include contacts, materials needed, etc.

BOE Representative – Karen Birck

- Special Ed presentation at November 11 meeting. 

- United Way presentation last meeting – moving toward meaningful community service by funding

     community issues initiatives as well as organizations.

- New French V curriculum with rich colorful text.  Includes grammar as well as cultural and historical

      information.  Old text was from the 70’s.  German and Spanish are up to date.

Reflections - Doon Foster

- Posters available at unit levels for advertising

- Art teachers involved on ½ days at Cider Mill and Miller/Driscoll for after school program

- Theme – “A Different Kind of Hero”

- Submissions due after Christmas, Jan 14th is reception, Feb 1 entries sent to Hamden

- Last year’s entries have finally been returned.

Cultural Arts Fund – Diana Prince

Donations off to a good start.

Photos – Cathy Castaldi

- Will have numbers by the end of the year

- About the same number of families

Art Appreciation - Lisa Lamason

- Need storage room at Miller – working with Cheryl Jensen

- Consolidating info on disk for passing on to next chairperson, starting with Cider Mill then Miller

     and Driscoll.

- Nan added that the Art Appreciation group is looking into other options – one being the “Learning to 

     Look” program where training is given to parents at the time they teach the segment, with an end of 

     year field trip to a local museum.  It is a very expensive program.  

- They would like to simplify the lessons and fit art appreciation to the curriculum.  

- Marianne G noted that training is so important in getting the kids engaged.  

- Doon F suggested getting the art teachers more involved.    

Gifts and Grants – Kim Mangan

- Middlebrook doesn’t need the $150 grant for software – their equipment has been updated

- Kim Zemo will not use the $1300 grant for district training.  She found a better program and will 

      resubmit a new request.

-  15 new requests so far totaling $12712 – Interviews will take place over the next few weeks to have 

      them ready for the December meeting. 

Science Fair – Maureen Roux (via email report)

- Fair Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2005

- Distribute packets 1st or 2nd week in November

- Entry Forms Due: Friday December 10, 2004

- Connecticut State Fair Dates are March 15- 19, 2005 in Hamden

- Extra Help sessions will be held

- New this year: Students can work in teams of 2

School (Unit) reports:

WHS – Catharine Kempson  -  PTSA provided refreshments for the homecoming dance.

                    Had meeting with Kim Mangan and leadership to write down G&G procedures.

MB – Chris Finkelstein – Feedback from Wilton Reads was positive – students enjoyed the actors’

                     presentations.  Officer Scott Sear’s internet safety presentation was well attended and will

                     be repeated in January at the Library.

CM – Elaine Richter – League of Women Voters presentation to raise voting awareness and discuss

                     your duty to vote was well received.  Busy month with Gift Wrap distribution, book sale 

                     and Turkey Trot.  Dr Richards is speaking at next PTA Meeting.  Cultural enrichment

                     program, a French concert, is coming up.  C/M PTA is updating By-laws.  Mary Kehoe 

                     and Kevin Meehan are taking 3rd graders through the mural, “thank you” for the money

                     that made it possible.

MD – Shasta Johnson – Events coming up – Halloween Parade and 3 nights of Pumpkin carving for

                    both schools (students brought one canned good item to donate to food bank).  Grossed 

                    $6000 for Bulb Sale.  On October 19, Liz Jorgensen was brought in for a Bullying 

                    presentation, 85-100 people attended.  She presented to teachers before this and to the

                    students following this presentation.  Poinsetta sales will be in December and 

                    Gifts and Gabs coming up soon.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45.

Next Presidents meeting November 30, 2004 at 9:15 a.m.

Next PTA Council meeting December 2, 2004 at 9:15 a.m., Comstock

Pam Thompson, Secretary

