WILTON COUNCIL

PTA

everychild.onevoice.
Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting – 10/06/05

Present:  Michelle Beyman, Kim Cafiero, Allison Cross, Diane DeWitt, Chris Finkelstein, Laurie Forcade, Doon Foster, Leny Jacobson, Karen Keating, Sibylle Kinley, Lisa Lamason, Rebecca Lin, Alicia Lindgren, Nan Merolla,  Lynn Philbrick, Diana Prince, Patty Rauccio, Elaine Richter, Pam Rouleau, Jeanne Robertson, Pam Thompson, Heather Wilcauskas 

Off Board:  Karen Birck

Excused:  Diane Hughes, Suzanne Konover, Lisa McSpirit, Pam Wertz 

President Nan Merolla called the meeting to order at 9:25 a.m.  (President’s report attached.)  Thanks to all for service to our schools.

Two major PTA Council fundraisers scheduled.  Family portraits weekend set for 10/7, 8 and 9.  Ski, Skate and Sport sale set for 10/13 – 16.  Critical that these do well to firm up budget for the year. 

Presidents had a good meeting with Dr. Richards whose main concern continues to be transportation.  He expressed amazement at not only the number of complaints, but the rudeness and lack of civility displayed by our parents.  Dr. Richards presented a document to the Board of Education supporting Connecticut State’s lawsuit against the federal government regarding the No Child Left Behind Act.  Specifically, adherence to NCLB will cost our district $30,000 this year in unfunded and under funded testing,  mandates and training.  While some language needs to be worked out, the BOE did approve supporting the lawsuit.  (See attached.)  Measurable system priorities have been revised from 23 down to 10 for presentation to the BOE by Debbie Low.  

Arrival times to schools continues to be a problem as demonstrated by the posting of yesterday’s arrival times.  Construction on Route 7 continues to be a major problem in getting the busses to school on time.  Debbie Abbot, from Laidlaw, has resigned as bussing coordinator, but will continue to drive as there continues to be a shortage of qualified drivers.  The position left vacant with the passing of Jimmy Crofts is contributing to transportation problems as well.  It has been expressed that parents are causing congestion and safety problems especially on School Road.

It was suggested and agreed to have Nan and Alicia Lindgren write a letter to the editor for both local papers on behalf of the PTA Council in promoting civility and consideration while assuring safety for our children.

Dr. Richards released the budget development schedule (see attached) and has begun looking at priorities for this year.  On tap this year may be reworking or adding on to Miller/Driscoll for preschool services and moving forward the high school science lab and Little Theater refurbishment.  In addition, maintenance costs associated with the clean-up of mold at Middlebrook, will need to be addressed in the budget.

The Special Education Advisory Council is a very active group and is in the process of or has already completed the selection of books at each school for which PTA Council granted $500 per school last year.

The Health Education Advisory Committee expects to have a draft policy ready by January in anticipation of meeting federal mandates.

The Wilton Task Force to Combat Underage Drinking met throughout the summer and includes representative of all major groups in town.  Nan is on the deterrence/ordinance committee with Captain Lombardo of the Wilton Police Department.  Their committee is drafting an ordinance which would allow police to enter a residence and give citations not to exceed $100 to each underage child and to arrest and fine parents.  The Task Force considers this only a part of a total solution.

Lastly, Nan introduced Susan Graybill, a teacher from Middlebrook, who would be speaking to the Council upon her arrival regarding a grant request to help fund “My Soul is a Witness” at Middlebrook.

The minutes from the 9/1/05 Council board meeting were approved with a change that Cider Mill students helped at Miller and Driscoll on Meet the Teacher day and not the first day of school.

Guest Speaker – Susan Graybill

“My Soul is a Witness” is a production designed to act out the beginning of the civil rights movement.  There are five actors – two black women, two black men and one white man – who use the stage to bring to life the thought processes behind some of the great civil rights organizers.  Vignettes regarding Rosa Parks, Emil Till, Martin Luther King, Jr., John F. Kennedy, John Seganthall and more are based on the premise that  much work has been done but there is much more to do.  The production further suggests that we must all remember history, learn from history but not repeat history. 

The program will be presented to 8th graders at school; in addition, students from Norwalk’s Nathan Hale have been invited to attend the productions.  There will also be two evening productions for parents.  The program is scheduled for February 6-7, 2006.  The total costs associated with the production are $23,000.  Through other sources, Ms. Graybill has commitments exceeding $11,500.  The request, made by Diana Prince and through the Cultural Arts fund, is that PTA Council commit $500.

Chris Finkelstein requested an amendment to increase the request to $1,000.  The amendment to the increase was approved.  The vote to approve the request was 10-9 in favor; the vote carries and $1,000 was approved to go toward the “My Soul is a Witness” production at Middlebrook.

Treasurer’s Report

Lynn Philbrick asked for questions on the approved budget.  There were none.  Lynn reported that she was in the process of developing a website for PTA Council with links to individual schools.  The url will be wiltonpta.org and is expected to be up and running within a month.  Nan thanked Lynn and her husband for setting up this important component for the Council.

Officer Reports

Doon Foster, VP Gifts and Grants, stated that the deadline for fall grant applications is November 1.  A meeting is scheduled with the unit gifts and grants committees and the council gifts and grants committee.

Alicia Lindgren, VP Education Budget, thanked Dr. Richards for sharing the budget calendar with the Council and is looking forward to starting work on the budget process. 

Unit Reports

Middlebrook – Chris Finkelstein

The library is still closed due to mold contamination; every book has been cleaned, all the air shafts and ducts are being cleaned, and a company has been taking air quality samples not only in the library but throughout the building.  A clean bill of health is necessary before reopening the library.  Some other rooms, specifically music rooms, have also been closed for cleaning.  Some $40,000 in clean-up costs have already been committed.  Chris stated that this is common mold and not the black mold that is so toxic.

Middlebrook students have provided relief for victims of hurricanes Katrina and Rita by sending 45 boxes of school supplies to the East Baton Rouge school system which has taken in some 4,500 students.  $8,000 was also donated to the relief efforts by the 6th grade class.

Cider Mill – Pam Thompson

School is going ‘swimmingly’ well.  Katrina and Rita relief efforts include selling rubber bracelets, Quarters for Katrina and Skip a Snack.

Miller – Karen Keating and Driscoll – Jeanne Robertson

Hurricane relief efforts include coin collection - $800 donated to Americares and the American Red Cross – and First Books which will be run during the November book fairs.  The principals at both schools would still like to see a specific school in need benefit from their efforts.

Both unit PTAs have preschool services representatives on board and both schools want to be thought of as pre-K through 2 grades as opposed to K-2 schools.  While the preschool services program has contributed to space problems, the program is partnered with the schools and will be contained at Miller/Driscoll for the foreseeable future.  While building projects are on hold until a replacement for Jimmy Crofts is found (expected in January 2006), Karen Birck did say that a feasibility study was underway to alleviate overcrowding at Miller/Driscoll.

Committee Reports

Nominations – Allison Vail

Allison Vail introduced Rebecca Lin to co-chair the Nominations Committee.  Allison asked that all Council members keep track of work required to fulfill their positions so that pertinent information can be passed down to incoming members.
Ski, Skate & Sport Sale –Sibylle Kinley

Sibylle asked that everyone please take and hang some Ski, Skate & Sport Sale posters, as some retailers were not posting them.  Sibylle said that the consignment day, Thursday, October 13, was Yom Kipper and no school in session, so it would be interesting to see what effect that would have on donations.

Photos – Heather Wilcauskas

Heather reported that there had not been a lot of feedback from the school photos.  Retakes were scheduled throughout the district within the month.  

The Family Portrait Weekend was going well, with most time slots booked.  However, it was suggested by the Family Portrait committee that perhaps Columbus Day weekend was not the best time to schedule the event, as many sports had scheduled jamborees and the anticipated rain was making scheduling exceeding difficult.  If rain occurs, all portraits will be taken indoors at Comstock.

Bus Safety – Patty Rauccio

On the positive side of transportation, there are several new busses on routes.  Mechanical-related delays should be alleviated with these additions.  Laidlaw is still hiring new drivers, but there is a learning curve involved so it will take some time to get these new drivers on-line.  While the busses can hold up to 77 students, this is not the case, particularly on the Middlebrook/Wilton High School run where back-packs, instruments and bigger children all contribute to excessive overcrowding.  Routes are being adjusted and solutions are always being worked on – patience is required!

Board of Education – Karen Birck

Karen reported that there was a surplus to the BOE’s budget due to a number of factors last year including significantly fewer health claims and a “rebated” surplus spending per pupil on special education.  Some $600,000 was turned back to the Town and will be applied to the mill rate calculations next year.

Art Appreciation – Lisa Lamason

Lisa reported that a small task force was created last year to revamp the 4th grade program to better follow curriculum and bring it up to date.  The objective was to make the program appreciation-based rather than craft-oriented.  The Cider Mill art teachers and IL’s were still working on the program and expect it to be ready for next year’s 4th graders.  The Miller and Driscoll art appreciation representatives spend a great deal of time, energy and money over the summer sprucing up the supply closets, writing helpful hits for volunteers and recreating portfolios.  Bins were purchased and binders were all updated.  It was requested that if anyone knew of someone with an art background who would be interested in coming on board to notify Lisa.  Joan Pasquall was suggested.

Reflections – Diane DeWitt and Pam Rouleau

Diane and Pam met with unit coordinators and information is beginning to appear in school newsletters.  The reception for this year’s winners will be at the Clune Center rather than the Wilton Library because of construction.  “I Wonder Why…” is this year’s theme.  

It was suggested that perhaps an “Open Mike” time for kids who have written pieces and would like to perform could be provided for at the Clune Center.  In addition, perhaps musical pieces could be heard and experienced via headphones at the Clune Center.

Pam Wertz is developing Reflections posters which should be ready soon.  

Pam and Diane are developing a binder to pass down to next year’s Reflections chairs.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.  The next PTA Council Board meeting is set for November 3 at 9:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Leny Jacobson

