Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting

Minutes September 1, 2005 at Comstock
President Nan Merolla called the meeting to order at 9:22 a.m.

Members Present:  Lynn Philbrick, Laurie Forcade, Ronni McLaughlin, Pam Thompson, Michelle Beyman, Allison Cross, Elaine Richter, Nan Merolla, Chris Finkelstein, Diana Prince, Patty Rauccio, Lisa Lamason, Pam Rouleau, Diane DeWitt, Jeanne Robertson, Diane Hughes, Alicia Lindgren, Doon Foster, Karen Keating

Off Board Member: Karen Birck

Excused: Leny Jacobson, Kim Cafiero, Heather Wilcauskas, Pam Wertz, Lisa McSpirit, Sibylle Kinley, Suzanne Konover

President – Nan Merolla 

Guest Speaker – Dr. Gary Richards

-Thanked parent leadership and commented on a smooth beginning of the school year.

-Thanked WEF, 25 teachers went to staff development and teacher training over the   

  summer

-Miller/Driscoll boiler project completed

-WHS TV room completed

-Enrollment is as projected 

-Transportation has had issues but is improving each day

-CM – no buss pick-up before 7:00 a.m.

-Spoke of 2004-2005 accomplishments (see list)

-Discussion on March breack vacation versus Feb./April because of state testing changes

-He thought the PTA could work with the schools to help victims of hurricane Katrina 

 through AmeriCares - Curt Willing is the CEO

Treasurer – Lynn Philbrick

-Proposed budget distributed for review and discussion

-Board approved with no changes

Programs – Diane Hughes

-Council was approached to co-sponsor (along with the Wilton Library, SpedNet and 

 Chris Chambers) - Mr. Michael Sullivan author of “Connecting Boys with Books” on 

 Nov. 15 at the town library.

-Board voted and approved $300 towards the speaker

Nominations – Diane Hughes

-After the Exec Bd Meeting, Allison Cross offered to change from Delegate/Legislative 

 to Nominations.

-Allison was nominated and approved for the position of Nominations 

-Allison named Lauren Prario to help 

Gifts & Grants – Doon Foster

-Grant deadline is November 1.

-Proposed a meeting with Unit G&G Committees and Council G&G Committee

VP Budget – Alicia Lindgren

Thanks to all for their amazing hard work and efforts last year to participate in the budget process.  Parents can and did make a difference when working within the system, with the BOE, BOF and the school administrators.  Over the last few years, amoung other improvements, we have garnered enough support to gain:

· physical plant upgrades

· increased money for supplies

· foreign language in 3rd grade

· maintenance of class sizes

· additional staff, including a counselor at M/D

The budget season begins in earnest in January, but please remember that the budget cycle is an ongoing one.  We need to start work now on parent and teacher priorities for the 2006-2007 budget.  We must do all we can to spread the word and encourage discussion.  We will form the budget committee again this year, which is open to anyone interested.  Thanks for your continued support.

School Unit Reports

WHS - Ronni McLaughlin

-All is fine for the start of school

Middlebrook – Chris Finkelstein

-Good start to school

-Chartwell’s issued new PINs  which slowed cafeteria line

CM – Pam Thompson

-Smooth start to school

-Membership –150 from Meet the Teacher day

-Kicking off the gift wrap fundraiser

-Busses improving delivery to school daily

-Open House 9/6 & 9/7

Miller – Karen Keating

-First day was exciting

-Had CM students help direct to classes

-Silent Auction Nov. 4th

Driscoll – Jeanne Robertson

-Partnering with Miller again this year

-After November, newsletter will be distributed every other week

-Bulb sales start this week

Committee Reports

Bus Safety – Patty Rauccio

-Challenged to do the job because of the passing of Jimmy Crofts over the summer

-Laminated Bus Tags for kindergarteners

-Thanked 7th graders and M/D reps (Dris – Vicki Michaels, Karen Brophy and Miller – 

 Audrey Clark, Susan Carroll)

-Lost 6 drivers over the summer

-4 busses broke down 1st day

-Cameras are operational on busses and though Bus Safety updated information it 

 distributes to kindergarten parents, the BOE book has not been updated.

Ski, Skate & Sport Sale

Nan reported on behalf of committee that it’s first meeting will be 9/2 at 11:45 a.m.

Photos 

-Nan reported that the Family Portraits will be done by Wilton photographer – 

 Applebox Studio

-Student photographer is also new this year – Coffee Pond Company

Cultural Arts – Diana Prince

-Mailing will be assembled at the next meeting

-Upcoming – Susan Graybill request “My Soul is a Witness” Feb 6 & 7

-Michelle Beyman will be working with Diana

Other

Discussed the Department of Defense request for information on students for recruiting purposes.  The BOE handbook does inform parents that they can “opt out” of having their childs information provided to DoD.

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Next PTA Council Executive Board meeting October 3, 2005

Next Presidents meeting October 4, 2005

Next PTA Council meeting October 6, 2005

Lynn Philbrick

