WILTON COUNCIL

PTA

everychild.onevoice.
Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting – 12/7/06

Present:  Lynn Philbrick, Doon  Foster, Elaine Richter, Mary Bendix, Savet Constantine, Heather Wilcauskas, Lauren Prario, Elizabeth Hughes, Sibylle Kinley, Anna MacDonald, Susan Lash, Patty  Rauccio, Eileen Armstrong, Michelle Beyman, Sherry McReynolds, Patty Contino, Kim Horner, Leslie Case, Amy Harris, Alicia Lindgren

Excused:  Kim Cafiero, Dianne deWitt, Rebecca Lin, Beth Routledge

Off-Board Attendees:  Lisa Lamason

President Lynn Philbrick called the meeting to order.

Lynn reported terrific new from the Turnover Shop.  The Turnover Shop  made their largest contribution ever to the schools this December-$30,000.  PTA council will receive a check for $5,000.  It was suggested a letter to the editor be written highlighting the shop’s success and reminding people to support the Turnover Shop. 

News from the Board of Ed:  The Spring school testing report is on line for anyone interested in viewing the information.

News from the President’s Meeting with Dr. Richards:  The big issue right now is the need to reach a decision on the location of the pre-school.  The general feeling seems to be it is desirable for the pre-school to remain at Miller/Driscoll, but Dr. Richards and the Board of Ed must determine feasibility of that option.  The annual budget process kicks off soon.

Under Age Drinking Task Force:  Lynn noted she was surprised and pleased by the outspoken student representation on the task force.  The students noted that they feel education efforts need to be started in Cider Mill and should focus on the effects excessive drinking has on the brain.  The students stressed that before kids enter high school, they have already made a decision as to how they will party.  Parents feel education should filter down to Cider Mill as well.

In the News:  Congress passed a comprehensive Autism Bill.

Officer Reports

Heather Wilcauskas, Secretary, asked if there were any changes to the minutes from 11/2/2006 minutes.  Mary Bendix requested a wording change on dollar allocations for programs.  With the change, minutes were approved for 11/2/2006.

Mary Bendix, VP Programs, Mary will need two checks for $1,000 each for commitments Council has made to Parent Connection programs.  Interest was expressed in taping the speakers Council helps to sponsor.  Parent Connection may tape programs and have the tapes available at the Wilton Library.  Mary will follow up with Parent Connection regarding taping speakers.

Kim Cafiero, Treasurer, by Heather Wilcauskas, Please see attached budget. 

Doon Foster and Elaine Richter, Gifts and Grants, Based on positive changes to the Council budget based on profits from the Ski and Skate sale, a motion was made and passed to raise the Gifts and Grants budget line item to $3,500.  All grant proposals were reviewed and then voted on separately.   A total of $2980 of grant proposals were approved by Council for the Fall grant cycle.

Summary with 20 Council members voting:

	School
	Grant Request Fall 2006
	Amount Requested
	Vote Result at Council 12/7/2006

	Miller/Driscoll
	Fine Motor Skills materials
	$475
	Yes

20 votes approve

	Miller/Driscoll
	2 year site license for Discovery Educations United Streaming
	$1125 for 9 months
	Yes

20 votes approve

	Miller/Driscoll
	Die Cutting Shapes
	$460 for 8
	Yes

20 votes for

	Miller 
	Wilton Public Works Recycling Bins
	$260
	No

19 votes to deny

(BOE responsibility)

	Cider Mill
	Butterfly Garden Sign
	$400
	No

20 votes to deny

	Cider Mill
	Mirrors for Visual Museum
	$170
	Yes

20 votes approve

	Cider Mill
	Empowering Writers Teacher Training DVDs
	$899
	No

20 votes to deny

(curriculum)

	Middlebrook
	CPS Arts Assessment Pilot Tool
	$2200
	No

19 votes to deny

	Middlebrook
	Ty Sells Positive Choice Assembly
	$750
	Yes

20 votes approve


One issue was uncovered during the Gifts and Grants process.  The request from Miller for recycling bins raised the issue that schools are required to recycle per a 2001 Connecticut statue that requires all municipalities to recycle.  Currently, recycling in our schools is minimal at best.  The need for a recycling program in our schools and equipment to support such a program (ie recycling bins) needs to be addressed on a broader level than Council.

Michelle Beyman and Eileen Armstrong, Cultural Arts, Michelle and Eileen thanked all Council members for their help stuffing envelopes at the November Meeting.  The Cultural Arts Fundraising mailer dropped the beginning of November 2006.  To date, around 100 donations have been received for a total of approximately $3,500.  They hope to receive more prior to the end of the year to achieve at least $5,000 in donations.  Expenses to date have been approximately $800 and will be slightly higher due to postage for thank you/tax notices sent to donators.

Elizabeth Hughes, Special Education, SPEDNET has completed a comprehensive guide to special services which can be found on the SPEDNET web site at www.spednet.org.  The guide walks parents of children who have been identified with special needs through the process they will go through with the schools.  SPEDNET is working on newspaper articles to publicize the guide, and will place articles in the school newsletters as well.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 AM.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 4, 2007 at 9:15 AM at Comstock.

Respectfully submitted, Heather Wilcauskas, 

