MINUTES

 

Wilton PTA Council

Comstock Community Center

June 1, 2006

 

Present:  Eileen Armstrong (Cultural Arts),  Mary Bendix (1st VP, Programs), Michelle Beyman (Cultural Arts), Leslie Case (President, Miller),  Maura Connolly (Publicity),  Savet Constantine (3rd VP, Educ. Budget),  Patty Contino (Reflections),  Kellianne Frankel (Publicity), Amy Harris (Legislative Delegate),  Kim Horner (School Photos), Elizabeth Hughes (Special Ed Rep.),  Sibyle Kinley (Bus Safety),  Susan Lash (Photos), Rebecca Lin (Art Appreciation), Sherry McReynolds (President, Middlebrook),  Angela Mills (President, High School),  Lynn Philbrick (PRESIDENT, Council),  Lauren Prario (Nominations), Patty Rauccio (Bus Safety),  Elaine Richter (2nd VP, G&G), Beth Routledge (Nominations),  Pam Thompson (President, Cider Mill)

 

Absent (excused):  Doon Foster, Heather Wilcauskas, Anna MacDonald, Alicia Lindgren, Marie Cornish, Dianne deWitt.

Absent (unexcused):  

 

1. Meeting called to Order 9:18 by President Philbrick

 

2. Officer Reports:

 

President:  

 

· Lynn Philbrick welcomed all to the meeting and discussed her interest in Council and what is it?  President Philbrick sees Council as an opportunity for the schools to come together and meet about their concerns and then bring back their schools what is affecting the kids and parents as a community.  Council is also a resource for “filling in the gaps” between the schools.

 

· Lynn announced Kevin Meehan’s gratitude for the Council funding of the Invention Convention.  This extremely successful program is now incorporated into 2006-2007 school budget.

 

· A very much needed Bylaws Review was done at Council and a copy is in your packet/folder.  Members are urged to read through these bylaws.  A review at the individual schools is also advised.

 

· Lynn outlined three Internal Goals for the coming year:

Communications – what we do as a Council and what our value is to the community needs to be expressed and each member of this Board is encouraged to spread the word to friends and students.  One of the things used to achieving this goal is the new electronic newsletter and please be aware of it.

Fundraising – Need it for our programs.  Gifts and Grants are only possible by raising funds.  Lynn is looking for a committee to perform this important aspect of Council.

Membership – Council must do what we can to help schools boost membership in our PTAs.

 

· Goals will need review during the summer and all are urged to stay in touch.

 

· National  Convention – Lynn will be going to Phoenix and if anyone else interested please see her.  Wilton used to have a strong presence and would like to be able to do that again.  Financing for registration and accommodations is available though Lynn is using her “miles” to get there.

 

4. Getting Acquainted - President juggled agenda at request of a board member to offer introductions all around table with job descriptions and backgrounds stated.

 

2.  Officer Reports (Continued):  

 

Secretary: Minutes tabled until September meeting

 

Treasurer’s report: Three statements of account were distributed.  1) General account is the month-to-month operations of Council with a 5/31/06 balance of $21,765.66.  2) The Cultural Arts has their own fund with a 5/31/06 balance of $2,503.27 which includes $1000 of an outstanding commitment. 3)  The Ski and Skate Sale account has a balance of $1,255.98 and is in limbo until decisions are made re fundraising

 

1st Vice President, Programs:  Mary Bendix began by describing what she will be doing in her job which includes coordination between schools of their Programs.  It was noted that we often find two excellent programs being lumped into one week or the publicity is directed at one age group and not another. Individual schools (except Middlebrook) all have program people. Mary’s first goal is to get master calendar to stagger speakers and to piggy back off the speakers for advertising and promotion.  

Preliminary plans:

James Jones Tuesday October 10 “Let’s Fix the Kids”  

Nov – Debra Haffner “Sex in the Suburbs”  

Dec – Liz Jorgensen – Things you never thought your kids would do. 

Dec – Ronnie Cohen Sandler – Girls and stress

February – High priced person – Rosalind Wiseman $5-6000 wrote “Queen Bees and King Pin Dads”  will need financing through the Parenting Connection

Other speaker ideas:  Cultural Affluence

Other program ideas: book clubs for parents – concern about making books age specific to parents of say elementary versus parents of adolescents.   

Parent University – Born from this year’s Cider Mill program “Parenting 101”  Topics to include Respect, Organizational/study skills, Positive discipline, Friendship, Stress and/or Anxiety

 

Parent Connection is the volunteer board of Wilton Youth Council (Wilton Social Services is the Town Agency in conjunction with WYC). 

 

At this point in time, there is no financing available and if presidents are setting budgets, they may want to consider this.  Having a WYC rep on each PTA Board facilitates the program promotion, too.    Discussion of how to get the word out and full assistance from KelliAnne Frankel and Maura Connelly was offered.   “Bena Kallick’s  “Habits of the Mind” was terrific but publicity wasn’t clear that it was available to all parents or was misleading since it was held at Miller.  

 

Internet safety was discussed as a continuing concern.

 

It was pointed out what a wonderful resource can be found at http://www.spednet.org/upcoming_events.htm for programs offered, and not just in Wilton.

 

2nd Vice President, Gifts and Grants:  Elaine Richter outlined how each school has a Gifts and Grants program operating slightly different from each other.  Grant cycles may differ among the schools.  A grant is an application from any school or outside source (Trackside e.g.) for funding. Grants benefit the children and as many children as possible.  Gifts may identify an innovative request.

 

Fundraising is in flux (until committee may be formed) so any gifting or granting for the coming year is on hold.

 

There is a very early report of a gift request from Wilton Library for funding textbooks at the library where many students meet their tutors.  

 

3.  Cider Mill Update – Pam Thompson reports her family will be moving and will be looking for new president to fill in the term since she will be relocating to Virginia.  At this time, there is a strong candidate who is good-looking, thin and rich and willing to finish out Pam’s term and she will get back to the Board as soon as her Nominating committee have followed their due process.

 

4.  Getting Acquainted (see agenda change above.)

 

5.  Adjournment at 10:15

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Amy L. Harris

Acting Secretary

 

 

 

PTA Council Meetings:

 

September 7, 2006

October 5, 2006

November 2, 2006

December 7, 2006

January 4, 2007

February 1, 2007

March 1, 2007

April 5, 2007

May 3, 2007

 

 

