WILTON COUNCIL

PTA

everychild.onevoice.
Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting –10/5/06

Present:  Lynn Philbrick, Mary Bendix, Doon Foster, Elaine Richter, Savet Constantine, Heather Wilcauskas, Kim Cafiero, Amy Harris, Judy Paul, Sherry McReynolds, Leslie Case, Anna MacDonald, Rebecca Lin, Sibylle Kinley, Alicia Lindgren, Eileen Armstrong, Beth Routledge, Susan Lash, Kim Horner, KelliAnne Frankel, Patty Contino, Elizabeth Hughes-Cole, Lauren Prario

Excused:  Patty Rauccio, Dianne deWitt, Michelle Beyman,

Guests:  

President’s Notes, Lynn Philbrick

President Lynn Philbrick called the meeting to order at 9:25 a.m.  Thanks to all for service to our schools.  

Lynn reported September was a big month for everyone.  In every school, open houses, first PTA meetings, new parent coffees, school pictures, and ice cream socials occurred.  PTA fundraisers were kicked off as well.  Lynn has attended two BOE meetings, and has sent a brief summary to Council members after each meeting.  She asked if Council members find her summary useful-the answer was yes.  Lynn commented that Council members, as well as members of the public, can tune into Channel 78 for details.  The preschool decision is on hold for now

Lynn summarized gifts given by WEF last year: $20,000 for staff development, and $15,000 for technology.  A question was asked regarding how much (what percentage) of the BOE budget is spent on teacher training.  Karen Birck answered that it is  about $240,000 of $59 million budget.  All the WEF money distributed for teacher training was used up, and in fact, a few teachers did not get to do the development they wanted.

Lynn attended an update meeting on the “Creating Lasting Family Connections” program update with Dr. Richards.  Lynn asked if Council members have taken the program and many answered in the affirmative and expressed their support for the program.  At the meeting, Lynn learned there is much discussion about creating a “next step” in the program which would cover the transition from 8th to 9th grade.  Council members who have completed the program agree a next step would be great.

Lynn expressed great gratitude for Rebecca Lin for her efforts on behalf of the Art Appreciation program this year.  As the year began, Miller and CM did not have their coordinators in place.  Rebecca elped nominations in both schools find individuals to coordinate the programs, so Art Appreciation could get started.  Thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty!

Officer Reports

Heather Wilcauskas, Secretary, asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the 9/7/2006 meeting.  Motion made, seconded, minutes approved.  Heather informed Council members of the procedure for making Committee Reports if the member will not be present for the Council meeting:  send the report to Heather via e-mail and she will read at the meeting and place the report into the minutes as submitted.

Kim Cafiero, Treasurer, Presented the updated budget.

Kim also reviewed changes in Connecticut state law regarding sales tax exemptions.  We no longer can simply walk into a store, present a tax exemption card and avoid sales tax.  Now we need a CERT form and we need to pay with a PTA check or credit card.  State law.  Kim is looking into reimbursement for tax we have paid.  If you are buying large or expensive items, go to Kim.  See attached documents for specific regulations.

Mary Bendix, Programs, There is no program update at this time

Elaine Richter and Doon Foster,Gifts and Grants,  They have sent out notices to all teachers saying the grant cycle has begun.  The deadline for applications is Nov 17th.  In summary, the process is the committee receives grants, interviews of the grant requestor are conducted by the PTA presidents and committee members, and then the grants are presented to the Grant Committee, the grants “approved” by the Committee are then presented to Council for a vote.

Savet Constantine, Budget, Dates have been set for the first budget workshops.  The first workshop is scheduled for December 14, 2006 at 1:00 PM.  A regular BOE meeting is scheduled for January 4, 2007 at 1:00 PM.  The budget public hearing is January 25, 2007.  

Ski, Skate and Sports Sale, Lynn Philbrick, The permit process is almost complete-need to pay town $500.Almost have permit.  To clarify, there will be NO consignments and donations.  Publicity efforts are underway:  signs are starting to go up around town; Churches have been notified so they can include info in their newsletters; trying to get in the Bulletin, but didn’t go in today.;  articles in the Hersam acorn newspapers in Fairfield county towns.  Question regarding what needs to be done for set up:  tables, clothing racks, helping to unload truck (we are setting all that stuff up)  This year we will have higher quality merchandise-North Face, Spyder, etc. although we cannot publicize specific brands.  We can’t get into the building until 5:00 PM  to begin set up.  Need permits for signage. Comment was made that Wilton is playing New Canaan at Middlebrook that day of the sale, so we should move the sign to Middlebrook.  Need permits for signage, so we would need a permit to move the sign.

Photos, Kim Horner and Susan Lash

This past weekend was the big weekend.  Photos will be Friday night and Sunday this coming weekend.  There will be one photographer inside Friday night, one photographer inside Sunday and 2 photographers outside on Sunday. Expecting about 180 families total. Coffee Pond should send out out school photos soon.

Cultural Arts, Heather Wilcauskas for Eileen Armstrong and  Michele Beyman, Next month at our Council meeting we will be stuffing envelopes for the Cultural Arts solicitation.

Reflections, Patty Contino, Theme this year is “My Favorite Place”  Dance choreography and film video is new this year.  Driscoll does not have a chair yet.  By next week, blurb in all the newsletter.  This year at CM Amy Harris has ensured each child will have a packet in his or her hand.  In past year’s some kids didn’t get them, so this year will make sure everyone gets one.  This year’s presentation will be in the Brubeck Room and the Children’s Room at the library.  Question-will art teachers offer some after school time for kids to work on projects?  Don’t know-historically they have.

Other Committee Reports

High School, Judy Paul for Angela Mills, Fundraiser has gone well.  A second contact to families roused a lot of orders, and they have in fact, exceeded their goal.  PTSA has 600 memberships, and directory sales have gone well.  PTSA has its’own place on the High School web site.  Senior photos:  students and parents have been disgruntled by the quality.  Hiring the photographer for Senior Photos is handled by Rusty Hurd.

Middlebrook, Sherry McReynolds, Open houses went well.  Book fair chaired by Doon Foster went well.  After school pick ups is a huge problem now.  Population explosion causing huge problems on certain days-cars backing up to RT 7.

Cider Mill, Amy Harris, Finally got Board filled through the fall, but mostly filled by 5th grade parents.  Turkey trot will move back to during school hours, which will bring it back to what it was-a fundraiser.  Book  fair people have been found!

Miller/Driscoll, Leslie Case and Anna MacDonald, First joint meeting on 9/25.  Great turnout.  Nothing contentious-great meeting.  Positive meeting.  Driscoll still needs Reflections person-same person doing Miller and CM.  Patty rauccio briefed them on bus issues-RT 7 having major impact-at least 3 busses at least a half hour late.  Monday is heavy pick up day-CCD moms are car pooling.  Open Houses all went well.  Upcoming:  pumpkin carving, fundraising.  Leslie adds-new web master We have paper form newsletter twice a month and post on web site.  Leslie-issue with Art Appreciation-teachers told to reduce time to 35 minutes or 40 minutes

Closing comments by Lynn Philbrick, Rebecca Lin is part of task force dealing with updating the Art Appreciation program.  Rebecca says it is still a work in progress.  A survey of teachers revealed some thought shorter lessons would be better, but a lot of teachers liked the time being spent and didn’t want to see the time shortened.

Meeting adjourned 10:15 AM

