WILTON COUNCIL

PTA

everychild.onevoice.
Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting – 3/1/2007

Present:  Lynn Philbrick, Heather Wilcauskas, Kim Cafiero, Patty Rauccio, Anna MacDonald, Leslie Case, Lory Rothstein, Elaine Richter, Rebecca Lin, Angela Mills, Mary Bendix, Elizabeth Hughes, Savet Constantine, Doon Foster, Amy Harris, Lauren Prario, Patty Contino, Dianne deWitt, Sibylle Kinley, Alicia Lindgren, Sherry McReynolds, Eileen Armstrong

Off Board Attendees:  Karen Birck, Lisa Lamason

Next Meeting:  Thursday, April 5th at 9:15 AM at the Comstock Community Center

Call to Order 9:25 AM

Lynn Philbrick provided updates on the following:

National

-President Bush has submitted a proposed budget for 2008.  Included in his proposed budget are cuts to education totaling approximately 1.5 billion dollars.  One example of items cut, would be decreased funding for special ed services provided to individuals covered by the Americans With Disabilities Act.   

-The Senate is currently holding hearings on NCLB.  The resounding theme from the February 8, 2007 hearing appeared to be that educators need extra funding to compensate for all the added expenses experienced by schools due to the implementation of NCLB mandates.

Connecticut

-Connecticut Association for the gifted is trying to reinvigorate a statewide program to identify gifted students and provide for their educational needs.

-Four separate bills have been introduced that would push the kindergarten cut off date from January 1 to September 1.

-Day on the Hill is next Wednesday, March 7th.  Lynn has circulated a document listing CT PTA’s four top priorities.

Tri-State Consortium

-The Consortium is a voluntary group of comparable school districts from Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey who come together to evaluate programs, share best practices, and offer advice.  The District has requested the Consortium come in and look at our social studies from K to 12.  The goal is to make sure that the social studies program is not suffering in the face of testing in other areas.  The voluntary evaluation will begin in March.

Ski and Skate

-Lynn asked for a motion to re-instate Ski and Skate as a board position.  The motion was made and carried adding a Ski and Skate position to the Wilton PTA Council board.

Wilton Student Financial Aid Committee

-Council once again has received a request from the organization to donate $500.  Historically, Council funds the request every year.

-Motion made and carried to donate $500 out of Community Outreach line item.

New BOE Member

-Congratulated Karen Birck on new position as chair of BOE

-Informed Council that Gil Bray has joined BOE. 

Special Education Update

-Director of Special Education, Christine Chambers, tendered her resignation as of June 2007.

-Elizabeth Hughes-Cole suggested that the school PTAs and Council should re-define the job descriptions for Special Education Representatives, as the newly formed Parent Advisory Board is by invitation only.  This year, all schools are represented, but because Driscoll has two special ed reps, only one has a seat on the Parent Advisory Board.

-The search committee to fill Ms. Chambers spot will most likely contain parents, teachers and administrators, but this is Dr. Richards first administrative search since assuming his job as superintendent.

Officer Reports

Secretary, Heather Wilcauskas

Heather asked if there were any changes to the minutes from 2/7/2007.  The minutes were approved with no changes.

Treasurer, Kim Cafiero

Council’s fundraising has been more successful that originally budgeted.  A total of approximately $25,000 has come in from fundraisers.  Expenses are still coming in. but there does not appear to be anything big looming on the horizon.  Next meeting Council will decide how much to budget for Gifts and Grants.   Currently, $3,500 has been budgeted, but there are funds available for Council to vote to increase that line item next meeting.  Per Doon, currently the committee has $2,000 worth of grant requests in hand, with a deadline of March 9th. 

Progams, Mary Bendix

Rosalind Wiseman has been scheduled for either the 1st or 3rd week of October 2007. The organizations involved (Wilton Youth Services, Parent Connection and Council) have negotiated the cost to be $5,200 plus about $1,000 of expenses.  Ms. Wiseman will be available for community breakfast hosted by Youth Services, a meeting with parents at either the Clune Center or the library, and a professional training session.   (The training session will not be funded by Council, but rather out of the BOE money.)  In this year’s budget, Council had committed $3,000 for the program.  Mary also mentioned that the Cider Mill book group will be meeting Tuesday, March 6th to discuss the book Queen Bee Moms and Kingpin Dads.  All are welcome to attend.

Gifts and Grants, Doon Foster and Elaine Richter

The deadline for spring applications is next Friday, March 9th.  Thus far, the committee has received $2,000 of grant requests.  The full committee will get together the last week of March to review all the requests.  Doon introduced a grant request that just came in, but the money is needed by next week.  The request was for $1,000 for the Jackie, Vi  and Lena program, which is the second part of the My Soul as a Witness program.  The program is scheduled for Monday, March 12th at WEPCO.  A motion was made and carried to fund $1,000 for the program out of the Cultural Arts fund.

Budget, Savet Constantine

The top priority for the budget committee now is mobilizing attendance at the BOF public hearings on March 26th and 27th.  Flyers regarding the hearings are scheduled to go in the Hot Cider and the Schoolhouse Scoop.  Meeting reminders will be placed around town the week of March 19th.   A suggestion was made to use the room rep e-mail chains to send out reminders, as well.  While attendance is the top priority, e-mails are also important.  E-mails may be sent to BOE@wilton.k12.ct.us for distribution.  The BOF has not made any indication that they will cut the budget, but the board did comment on the lack of attendance at the Superintendent’s hearing.  A suggestion was made to circulate sign in sheets at all the school presentations of the budget, and submit those to the BOF to show parental interest in the budget and that parents are attending the school budget presentations.

Cider Mill, Amy Harris

Nothing much to report.  Plans are being made for the various field days, although the field and track may not be useable.  Back up plans for field day have been made.

Middlebrook, Sherry McReynolds

The Science Fair was just completed at Middlebrook, and it was fabulous.  There were 83 participants in the fair, and teacher Tammy Connor put together a fabulous science show performed after the show.   People are not aware they can just come in and see the show even if they are not participating-the fair and the science show are great for kids of all ages.

High School, Angela Mills

Angela wanted to inform everyone that stress levels at the high school are extremely high right now.  Seniors are beginning to hear from colleges, which leads to high levels of emotion.  Angela also informed Council members that an arrest was made on campus for the use of drugs in the building while school was in session.  Administrators, bothered by the blatant nature of the crime, having been working closely with town officials to provide for a greater police presence on school grounds.

Miller/Driscoll, Leslie Case and Anna MacDonald

The Winter Carnival combined with the silent auction has been moved back to school this year.  All bids will be closed bid this year.  Flyers for the event were circulated, and Anna and Leslie stressed that the event is open to the entire community.  Leslie and Anna also noted the their school principals are concerned that their school community might not understand the importance of the preschool project to the entire Miller/Driscoll student population.  While the project is referred to as the preschool project, it benefits the entire K-2 population by freeing up desperately needed instructional space for grades K-2.

Committee Reports

Photos, Susan Lash

This year 195 families signed up and one sitting fee refund was given.  178 families placed orders averaging $237.  Total profit for this year was $9,389.43.  Although the committee wanted to move the event to Ambler Farm, Ambler Farm day conflicts with Council’s preferred date, so it is likely the event will remain at Comstock and Merwin Meadows.  The committee is targeting September 27th and 28th next fall.  Applebox expressed interest in continuing the event.  Angela requested that the high school’s photo day be moved from September 5th to August 31st.

Other Business

Doon reminded Council that Trackside will hold a fundraiser March 17th to help raise money for the mortgage.  Invitations were sent to 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade parents.

Adjourned 10:58 AM

Respectfully submitted, Heather Wilcauskas

