Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting

April 3, 2008
Present: Lynn Philbrick, Mary Bendix, Dee Dee Fleitz, Lauren Prario, Savet Constantine, Elaine Richter, Mona Amin, Nancy Toll, Sherry McReynolds, Heather Wilcauskas, Patti Connor, Lory Rothstein, Stacy Crameri, Sunanda Nagpal, Sibylle Kinley, Patti Hoffmann, Kim Horner, Susan Lash, Patti Contino, Bev Hermann, Elizabeth Hughes-Cole
Off Board –Amy Harris
Lynn Philbrick called the meeting to order at 9:20 AM.
The minutes form the March 6 meeting were not available it was agreed that they would be presented at the May Board meeting.

President’s Report
Lynn thanked all those who volunteered at the Teacher Job Fair at Cider Mill School. She also acknowledged and thanked Savet for all her hard work on promoting the budget process, Dee Dee and Lauren for their work on Gifts and Grants, Mary for her work on programming and Mona for her work as treasurer. She encouraged all to attend the panel discussion of the results of the Underage Drinking Task Force survey results at the Wilton Library on May 1st at 7:00. She also invited anyone from PTA who was interested to attend the CT PTA convention on May 1st and 2nd and or the National Convention in San Diego on June 22nd – 23rd.  Lastly, she presented a minor modification to council by-laws regarding Article XI section 2: standing committees and their elections. We will vote on the modification at the May meeting. 

Treasurer Report

Mona passed out the most current Income/Expense statement and reported that so far the Cultural Arts appeal letter had brought in $4,280 from 102 families which netted $3360. The current account balance for Cultural Arts stands at $6500 due to a carry over of funds from last year.

To date Gifts and Grants has paid out $2377 in funding and lastly the photo numbers are still not finalized.

Programs

Mary reported that Liz Jorgenson’s program “Delay Your Grey” at the library was a great success. Liz has agreed to have a follow up discussion on May 13th at the Library from 11:30 – 1:30.  

Gifts and Grants Report

Dee Dee and Lauren presented and recommended 6 gift and grant requests as follows:

1. Middlebrook: $1500 Red Ribbon Week fall 2008 assembly, recommended approval.
2. Miller/Driscoll: $268 Nutrition Nuggets, recommended approval

3. Miller/Driscoll: $934 Bailey’s Book House Literacy software, recommended $899 (less shipping) for approval

4. High School: $1500 Wireless projector for science dept, recommend deny. 

5. High School: $1000 Best Buddies Club musician, recommended funding $500, recommendation amended back to $1000.
6. Trackside: $2000 MB textbooks, recommendation to deny textbook funding as MB will provide textbooks but grant $100 toward purchase of scientific calculator.

All recommendations as amended carried for a total of $3767 in grants. 

Budget
Savet reported that the BOF on March 31st had a low parent turnout. She will be forwarding an email on how to reach the BOF to voice your opinion on the budget, also links to the BOE budget information and local newspapers. She urged all to attend the May 6th meeting.
League of Women Voters

Amy Harris gave an overview to council of the League of Women Voters as a non-partisan organization which studies and presents various issues. She also encouraged attendance of their upcoming Hot Topic event on April 10th at the Wilton Library “Alternative Energy”. In addition to professionals in the field, students from the district would be presenting ideas they are working on.
Reflections

Patti reported that there were 9 winners at the state level versus 4 last. 3 placed 1st place at state and will go onto the national level of competition.
 Nominations

Patty Hoffman and Sibylle Kinley distributed a roster of Council Officers and members for the 2008-2009 school year. There will be a vote at the May meeting. 
Cultural Arts

A request was made to fund $3765 in grants for programming for the High School Arts Festival.
Request was approved.   

Meeting adjourned 11:00

