Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting

November 1, 2007

Present: Lynn Philbrick, Mary Bendix, Dee Dee Fleitz, Lauren Prario, Elaine Richter, Mona Amin, Heather Wilcauskas, Patti Connor, Lory Rothstein, Stacy Crameri, Sunanda Nagpal, Sibylle Kinley, Patti Hoffmann, Kim Horner, Susan Lash, Beverly Hermann, Elizabeth Hughes-Cole

Off Board Attendee: Karen Birck

Lynn Philbrick called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM.

Elaine Richter presented the minutes from the October 4, 2007 meeting for approval. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the meeting. The motion carried.

President’s Report

Lynn opened her remarks by commenting on how busy the PTA Council had been in the past month. We held the Ski and Skate fundraiser, the Family Photo’s fundraiser, the Reflections program had commenced, Fall Gifts and Grants were underway, we helped facilitate a community outreach program between the High School and The Greens (see Community Outreach below), and cosponsored the Rosalind Wiseman event. She thanked everyone for their hard work. 

She provided a handout from the last BOE meeting highlighting the results of a report presented by Pat Gould concerning district CMY test results, tracked by class rather than by grade.

She also highlighted the last meeting of the Underage Drinking Task Force of which she is a member. This year’s direction for the Task Force will be to break into smaller group projects some of which will incorporate kids into the program. The initiatives identified so far are: Student Community Conversation, engaging the sports community, creating a cultural shift for parents concerning drinking at home and a “Best Practices Group” which will conduct a survey of 8th and 11th grader’s as well as their parents concerning alcohol use. (This would be a follow up to the UConn survey which took place in 2000 and 2004.) 

Lastly, Lynn reported back from the State PTA Board meeting. The State Board wants to reduce the number on members present for a required quorum to 13 from 15. Lynn was against this proposal and felt the Board should look into why so few local council Presidents attend the State meeting. Also, there are currently 4 part time employees at the State PTA office. The Board requested to change Sally Boske’s title from Administrative Director to Executive Director, this motion carried. The next State PTA Convention will be held Friday, May 2nd   

Treasurer Report

Mona reported that Ski and Skate was projected to net approximately $6,800. She did not yet have the numbers from the Family Photo fundraiser.

Gifts and Grants Report

Dee Dee and Lauren reported that interviews were underway and they would be presenting the Gifts and Grant requests for vote at our next meeting. 

Community Outreach Programs

Lynn reported that the Green’s had approached PTA Council to help create a partnership with the Green’s and WHS art department for an intergenerational program.  Every year the Green’s sends out approximately 5000 holiday cards. They were hoping WHS art students could help design this year’s card. The Student whose work was chosen would receive an acknowledgement on the back of the card as well a $1,000. Lynn was able to facilitate a successful meeting to this end between WHS and the Green’s. The Green’s would like to find other projects to bring the generations together and foster a relationship.

Ski and Skate 

Beverly Hermann reported that the fundraiser was not only very successful, netting approximately $6,800, but also a lot of fun! For next year’s sale she felt that more advertising ideas would be helpful in bringing in more buyers.

Family Photos

Kim Horner and Susan Lash reported that at the last minute 97 out of 160 families called to change their appointment times due to a Soccer Jamboree and changes to the homecoming schedule, due to weather. They commented on the tremendous support they received from the room reps at the individual schools and that the ordering process was generally well received. They had 30 fewer families than last year, but were hoping for bigger orders. They strongly felt that next year this event should be chaired by 3 people.

Reflections

Patti and Cindy were unable to attend today’s meeting, Lynn reported that this year’s Refection theme is “I can make a difference by….” And the deadline is January 4th .  The 2008 state placement winners will be recognized at the State PTA convention in May.

Nominations

Sibylle reminded everyone that the nominations process would begin in January but that she was already looking for suggestions.

President Reports

Miller/ Driscoll – Lory and Patty reported that pumpkin carving and the Halloween parade were a  great success as was the Kindergarten Parent Social at Trackside which had 150 parents. The joint PTA solicitation letter had been mailed.

Cider Mill – Heather Wilcauskas corrected last month’s report that the CM gift wrap fund raiser had fallen short by 12K, there had been an accounting error and the fundraiser would be coming much closer to the actual goal. Regardless, a sub-fundraising committee had been formed to research new fund raising ideas for the next school year. In the past month the CM PTA had helped sponsored the Halloween Parade, Turkey Trot and enrichment programs all of which had gone well.   

Middlebrook – Sherry McReynolds was not present.     

High School – Nancy Toll was not present.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:25.

