Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting

October 4, 2007

Present: Lynn Philbrick, Mary Bendix, Dee Dee Fleitz, Savet Constantine, 

Elaine Richter, Mona Amin, Nancy Toll, Sherry McReynolds, Heather Wilcauskas,  Lory Rothstein, Stacy Crameri, Sunanda Nagpal, Eileen Armstrong, Sibylle Kinley, Patti Hoffmann, Kim Horner, Susan Lash, Patty Contino, Beverly Hermann, Elizabeth Hughes-Cole

Excused: Lauren Prario, Patty Connor

Lynn Philbrick called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM.

President’s Report

Lynn opened the meeting by requesting approval of the minutes from the September 6, 2007 Council Board Meeting, a motion was made and carried.

Treasurer Report

Mona Amin presented an amended Budget for 2007-2008. The amendments were as follows:

1. To reverse the income collected by PTA Council from each unit’s membership dues back to the individual units. This one time waiving of dues paid to Council by the individual units was felt to be prudent as PTA Council has sufficient funds at this time to fund all its planned programming.

2. In the Expense Column line items were added for Community Support projects. Adding these line items was a decision made last year during the spring Gifts and Grants cycle, to permanently fund requests from certain Community Agencies which we received and historically approved for a number of years past.    

Heather Wilcauskas made a motion to accept the Budget which was seconded by Mary Bendix and the motion carried.  

Programs

Mary Bendix reported that the series of presentations given by Rosalind Wiseman was very successful. 155 people attended the Tuesday night presentation, 75 attended the Wednesday morning community breakfast and 8 school counselors attended the teacher training session.

The only negative feedback was from school personnel who attended the breakfast session and would have preferred the session had been for professionals only. It was agreed that this should be considered when planning future events. It was noted that Dr Richards was so impressed by Ms Rosalind that he would like to have her come back at a later date to speak to school professionals. Ms Rosalind also offers a program for middle age students, the “Only Nut Program” which Council might consider or try to arrange with other Wilton organizations for a future date. As before, it was noted that this presentation was the result of the collaboration of many town agencies, including Wilton Youth Council, Parent Connection, Wilton Library and Wilton PTA Council.

Gifts and Grants

Dee Dee Fleitz reported that the Gifts and Grants committee had been selected and that a training session had been scheduled for October 24 at 11:00 at Comstock. The deadline for the first round of Gifts and Grants requests is November 9.  

President Reports

Miller/ Driscoll – Lory Rothstein reported that pumpkin carving and the Halloween parade are planned this month at Miller and Driscoll schools and that the Kindergarten Parent Social at Trackside would be on November 2. The joint PTA solicitation letter is planned to go out by the end of this month. She also noted that their units had received an insurance binder for the State of CT PTA.

Cider Mill – Heather Wilcauskas reported that the CM gift wrap fund raiser had fallen short by 12K. This shortfall could have an impact on programming and a second fundraiser might be needed. The CM PTA Board would also be considering an alternate fundraiser for the future as gift wrap sales have be trending downward for the past few years.

Middlebrook – Sherry McReynolds noted that all was running smoothly at MB. The sixth grade fun night was very successful and without incident. At Julia Harris’s request, Scott Sears would be presenting a discussion on internet safety on October 25 from 9-11 at Middlebrook School.    

High School – Nancy Toll reported that Photo retake day would be on October 12th, the Homecoming Game and parade is on October 19th , the Homecoming Dance on October 20th,. 

The theater department’s fall production, Twelfth Night, will be November 16-18. The school year got off to a slightly rough start with several drug related incidents the first week and subsequent displays of bad judgment on the part of a few students, Pam Kelly will be attending the next PTSA meeting and is hoping to bring a program aimed at addressing issues surrounding drug use to the students.

Cultural Arts

Eileen Armstrong reported the current year’s fund raising appeal letters would be going out in November.    

Ski and Skate 

Beverly Hermann reported that the fundraiser will be taking place October 12 – 14 at Comstock and is ready to go. Volunteers are in place as are posters and signage.  

Family Photos

Kim Horner and Susan Lash reported that currently the Family Photo fund raiser had 143 reservations.  Spots were still available particularly on Friday night at Comstock. They are in need of some additional volunteers for this event and would really like to have a member of Council who might be interested in chairing thiscommittee next year, shadow them through the process.

Special Education

Elizabeth Hughes informed the Council about the Special Education Parent Advisory Board, established by the School Administration last year. As each unit’s Special Education Representative is expected to serve on this Board, she asked that each unit revise the job description for their Special Ed. Rep. to include this function. Elizabeth will be forwarding a description of this committee and the expectation of the Special Ed Reps. to the unit presidents.

Art Appreciation

Stacy Crameri and Sunanda Nagpal reported that the Art Appreciation program was up and running a t Miller School. There had been a delay in getting the program started at Driscoll due to the lack of shelving for the supplies. The co-chairs had to purchase, assemble and stock the shelves themselves and orientation for this program at Driscoll was now scheduled for October 9. They also encountered problems at Cider Mill when the school administration moved their supply closet with no notice. The new location is by the south gym, but again the space needed to be cleaned out and organized by the committee. As a result the Cider Mill orientation is postponed until October 19th.  All volunteers for this program are in place and all web programs are up to date.  It was noted that as our Art Appreciation program is used as a model for other districts we should consider more funding. Thanks was given in particular to Lory Rothstein for supporting the program and helping work out the difficulties encountered at Driscoll.       

The meeting was adjourned at 10:25.

