Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting

September 6, 2007

Present: Lynn Philbrick, Mary Bendix, Dee Dee Fleitz, Lauren Prario, Savet Constantine, 

Elaine Richter, Mona Amin, Heather Wilcauskas, Patty Connor, Lory Rothstein, Stacy Crameri, Sunanda Nagpal, Eileen Armstrong, Sibylle Kinley, Patti Hoffmann, Kim Horner, Susan Lash, Patty Contino, Beverly Hermann, Elizabeth Hughes-Cole

Off-Board Attendees:  Karen Birck

Lynn Philbrick called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM.

As this was the first meeting of the 2007-2008 Board, introductions were made all around.

President’s Report

Lynn noted changes to the Board since last June. Alicia Lindgren would be stepping down from her position of Community Outreach to avoid any potential conflict of interest with her new position on the Town of Wilton Board of Finance. Amy Harris had to step down in order the fill the position of Vice President of the Wilton High School PTSA. Elaine Richter was nominated to fill the position of Secretary, a motion was made and carried to accept the nomination. Lynn stressed the need to fill the remaining open position on the Board most importantly the unfilled positions in School Photos and Cultural Arts. 

Lynn addressed expectations of the Board.

The expectations of the President are to support all Board members in any way possible, to run timely and well organized meetings, to keep all members informed (primarily through email) of issues of interest that come to her attention particularly concerning the district schools,  BOE, local and national PTA.

The expectations for all other Board members are attendance of monthly meetings, to work as a team and to reach out to counterparts at the individual school level and to remember to make time for themselves each day. 

Next Lynn thanked all the Board members who worked over the summer in particular Photos and Ski and Skate. She urged all PTA Presidents to do the same. 

The district conducted an Alert Now system test and Lynn is working with Ken Post to work out various problems that occurred. The district will be sending out letters to all school families to confirm collect and confirm phone numbers. After the data base is updated a second test will be conducted. Until the Alert Now system is confirmed to be functional PTA Council will create and utilize a phone chain in the event of emergencies as has been done in years past.

There was a remembrance for Bob Garland, BOE member, who passed away over the summer.

Treasurer Report

Mona Amin presented the Proposed Budget for 2007-2008. Heather Wilcauskas made a motion to accept the Budget which was seconded by Mary Bendix and the motion carried.  

Secretary Report

Elaine Richter reported that the May 3, 2007 minutes had been forwarded to the Board via email and that no requests for corrections or additions had been received. Sibylle Kinley made a motion to accept and approve the May 3 Minutes as presented, the motion was seconded by Elizabeth Hughes and the motion carried.

Programs

Mary Bendix passed out a flyer for an upcoming program on Tuesday October 2nd, 7:15 pm at the Wilton Library, featuring Rosalind Wiseman. This program is appropriate for all parents at all grade levels and will addressing issues covered in Rosalind’s book Queen Bee Moms and Kingpin Dads. In addition to the nighttime presentation, Rosalind will also be speaking at a community breakfast on October 3rd also at the Library; and is conducting a Professional seminar for educational staff. This event is truly a town wide collaboration being sponsored by Parent Connection, Wilton Youth Council, Wilton PTA Council, and the Wilton Library. 

President Reports

Miller/ Driscoll – Patty Connor and Lory Rothstein gave a joint report that the year had gotten off to a good start. PTA changes for the upcoming year included replacing the traditional ice cream social with a Kindergarten Parents social at Trackside. Due to a large budget surplus from last year the PTA would not be organizing a fundraising auction this school year. Instead an annual appeal letter would be sent out this fall. The traditional Winter Carnival however would continue.

Cider Mill – Heather Wilcauskas reported that the CM gift wrap fund raiser was under way. The CM PTA budget was very lean this year. Although traditional PTA programs have not been cut, some cuts in “extras” have been made, i.e. Turkey Trot cups. The big news at CM is the new mural project that was started over the summer. The CM PTA was adding a new mural committee position to its board to help raise money to complete the project. The school Open House nights had all taken place and gone smoothly.  

Middlebrook – Sherry McReynolds was not present.

High School – Nancy Toll was not present. Lynn reported that the Stadium’s concession building and team rooms were nearing completion.

Ski and Skate 

Lynn reported that the fundraiser will be taking place October 12 – 14 at Comstock. Set –up will be on the 12th from 12 – 3, presale for volunteers will be 3 – 4. There will be no consigning. 

Family Photos

Kim Horner and Susan Lash reported that Photo Days at the school level were going well. The Family Photo fund raiser already had 75 reservations. Different this year, is that the family photos are taking place about a month later and that the photo proof previews would occur at Applebox Studio instead of Cider Mill.

Cultural Arts

Eileen Armstrong reported that since money was left over from last year’s fund, funding for fall programming is available. The current year’s fund raising appeal letters would be going out in November.    

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40.

