Wilton High School PTSA
April 10, 2007

Present: Angela Mills, Joy Ruterman, Karen Tartell, Erin Woolard, Genia Meinhold, Julie Fingerer, Cathy Cathcart, Shelley Dempsey, Catharine Kempson, Susan Christian, Sherry McReynolds, Meg Fuentes, Robin Como, Debbie Chan, Cathy Castaldi, Tim Canty, Amy Donohue, Judy Paul, Kim Mangan, Marla Sinchak

Excused: Lynn Greenberg, Michelle Fechter, Colleen Boepple

The meeting was called to order by Angela Mills at 7:35 pm. The minutes were approved as submitted.

President's Report: Angela reminded everyone that teacher appreciation day is scheduled for the 9th of May. The deadline for the next newsletter is the 15th of May. The Board of Finance has approved the Board of Education's budget. Angela urged everyone to vote. There will be a concert on Thursday night in the WHS Little Theater sponsored by Best Buddies featuring a blind, autistic pianist. She has been featured on several TV shows and is an amazing talent. Angela also announced that Mary Park won 1st  place for "visual arts" in the Reflections competition.

Treasurer's Report: Amy Donohue distributed her monthly report. She asked that everyone submit receipts for reimbursement as soon as possible.

Principal's Report: Tim Canty said that the third marking period is over. Report cards will be distributed after vacation. He reminded us that the music trip is coming up. Also AP exams will be in May. Graduation will be on the 16th of June irrespective of the fact that school will not officially end until Monday, the 18th of June. This will be an "exam make-up day". The proposed "senior internship program" will go before the Board of Ed on Thursday night for approval for next year. Tim discussed the decision he made on the "voices of conflict" project. He said that he was very concerned that it could be harmful to those with family serving Iraq as well as those who had lost loved ones. He wanted to be sure that the context of the project was even-handed and that it included a wide range of "voices". He was also concerned about proper documentation. Tim stressed that the question was always "when" not "if' with respect to the production. All those involved at WHS are working on a solution. Hopefully, WHS will be a better place after all the controversy. Tim told us that he believes in the decision he made, but is unhappy about the negative publicity.

Athletics Evaluation: Bob O'Donnell reported that a steering committee has been formed to take a critical look at the WHS athletic program. It has 22 members and consists of parents, coaches, students and community members. The committee is working on the following: (1) a mission statement (2) a CIAO self-study
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(3) a survey of athletes, parents and coaches. The goal is to develop a plan for improvements based on the self-study and the surveys. There will be a two day site visit in the fall for the purpose of identifying strengths and weaknesses. A complete report with recommendations will be sent to the Principal and the Athletic Director. There was much discussion about this study. Many felt that it will be important that the survey include feedback from those involved with every sport – both male and female - at the freshman, JV and Varsity levels.

Gifts/Grants: Sherry McReynolds presented 5 new applications for review. A copy of the schedule will be attached to the Secretary's file copy of these minutes. There was discussion regarding the (1) request from Kent Smith on behalf of the Best Buddies Club for $500 for the cost of sending one student to a leadership conference in Indiana. There was concern that this would only benefit one student. There were also questions about the conference. A decision on this request was tabled pending the receipt of more information. There was also discussion regarding the (4) request from Michael Sinatra for $150 for additional copies of "the Advisory Guide" used in connection with the mentor program. Angela told everyone that this was funded last fall and that these manuals are needed. Kim Mangan made a motion that all applications be approved except for (1). It was seconded by Catharine Kempson and was approved.

Nominating: Sherry McReynolds and Meg Fuentes presented the proposed WHSPTSA board for the 2007/2008 school year. It is as follows: President – Nancy Toll, Vice President – Elaine Richter, Treasurer – Amy Donohue, Secretary – Jennifer Walker, Parent at large – Joy Ruterman. A vote was taken and the board was approved.

Ways and Means: Angela reported that 200 families participated in the Sally Foster fundraiser. She asked if there were any ideas for changes. One possibility would be to continue with Sally Foster but to administer it 100% on line with an option to make a donation.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48pm. Respectfully submitted,

Joy Ruterman

