Wilton High School PTSA
January 9, 2007

Present: Joy Ruterman, Angela Mills, Catharine Kempson, Michelle Fechter, Kristine Yanoff, Genia Meinhold, Sue Sullivan, Shelley Dempsey, Meg Fuentes, Nancy O'Connell, Kim Nabulsi, Debbie Charm, Sherry McReynolds, Carole Schwartz, Maria Shepard, Tim Canty, Amy Donohue, Judy Paul, Cathy Cathcart, Ronni McLaughlin, Marla Sinchak, Colleen Boepple, Susan Rance, Cathy Castaldi, Jeanne Deming, Robin Como

Excused: Julie Fingeret

The meeting was called to order by Angela Mills at 7:35pm.

Principal's Report: Tim Canty thanked everyone for the wonderful holiday brunch. He said there is a principal's coffee scheduled for February 1st at 7:00pm in the student center. It will focus on guidance department programs and will discuss the services that are provided to students and parents.

President's Report: Angela reported that WHSPTSA has received $5,000 from the Turnover Shop. Reflection exhibits start on January 12th. There are 48 entries from High School students this year. In response to Erin Woolard's presentation, Angela said she would like to add a new position to the WHSPTSA board for "house and grounds" beautification. She would like to discuss this at the next meeting. She would also like to discuss the source of funds for the senior picnic and the graduation reception.

Gifts/Grants: Sherry McReynolds (reporting for Louise Delaney) presented a request from Ana Zobler from World Languages for a one-year subscription to a Spanish audio magazine with six study supplements designed to help students prepare for the new format of the AP exam. Meg Fuentes made a motion to approve this request. The motion was seconded and it was unanimously approved.

Nominating: Sherry McReynolds said nominating is starting to work on next year's board. She asked everyone to think about whether they would like to continue in their current jobs or move on to something different.

Treasurer's Report: Amy Donohue reported that all income for the year has been received and that WHSPTSA is about $7,000 over budget. This is very obviously very good news.

Dr. Richards – Presentation of the Budget: Dr. Richards distributed a handout entitled PTA Budget Presentation/2007-2008 Proposed Operating Budget. A copy of this will be attached to the minutes held in the Secretary's files. First, Dr. Richards spoke about the budget development process. It begins early in the fall with information gathering and eventually ends on May 1St with the Town Meeting. He reviewed the system priorities. These are "Curriculum and Instruction" and "School Culture and Diversity" for the next school year.
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Next, Dr. Richards described the budget message for 2007/2008. The major factors here are staff and textbooks for program driven needs, salaries, employee medical insurance, employee retirement, special education, changes in special education staff, transportation contract, technology plan equipment & software and lastly, general insurance. Dr. Richards reviewed the schedule entitled "Budget Building Blocks". This schedule shows how all the pieces fit together. The minimum increase would be 6.39%. This rises to 7.63% when "other influences" on the budget such as staff changes, health benefits for additional staff and special education transportation are considered. Dr. Richards asked for questions and comments. Some discussion followed regarding security issues and special education.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm. Respectfully submitted,

Joy Ruterman

