Wilton High School PTSA
October 10, 2006

Present: Amy Donohue, Judy Paul, Angela Mills, Catharine Kempson, Joy Ruterman, Cathy Cathcart, Susan Christian, Sue Sullivan, Kim Nabulsi, Shelley Dempsey, Rose Krivoshik, Marla Sinchak, Julie Fingeret, Michelle Fechter, Genia Meinhold, Karen Tartell, Lynn Greenberg, Maria Shepard, Kim Mangan, Sherry McReynolds, Tim Canty, Keith Heyde, Gayle Murphy, Lynn Philbrick

Excused: Colleen Boepple, Susan Rance, Lynn Nemia, Louise Delaney

The meeting was called to order by Angela Mills at 7:30pm. The minutes were approved as submitted.

President's Report: Angela began by thanking everyone for volunteering to work on the PTSA for the 2006/2007 school year. She said that there have been changes to the board. Photos will now be chaired by Marianne LaSala, Cathy Castaldi and Kim Nabulsi. Angela announced that PTSA news will be posted on a new web site. She's hoping that WHS forms will eventually be available here. PTSA plans to purchase a book for the library in memory of Nick Maderas. Anyone interested in helping with the faculty brunch should see Karen Tartell. Angela went on to discuss some general housekeeping matters. She said that attendance at meetings is mandatory because a quorum is needed to conduct business. She promised that meetings will be short and reminded everyone that all members of the board need to join the PTSA. She also mentioned that our bylaws need to be updated and provided copies for review.

Student Representative's Report: Keith Heyde reported that students are busy working on homecoming. Parent volunteers are still needed to sell tickets and to chaperone. Students are working on revisions to the constitution. Hopefully, these will be completed by November. In addition, students are working on a memorial for Nick Maderas.

Faculty Representative: Gayle Murphy said she is happy to serve as the faculty representative. She thanked the PTSA for the success of "open house" and hoped it was valuable to the parents that attended.

Principal's Report: Tim Canty reported that the year is off to a great start and thanked the PTSA leadership for their help over the summer. There has been a focus in the community on the athletic facilities in particular the loss of the big stadium field for fall sports. Tim feels that we are fortunate that Lily Field is available as an alternative for football and field hockey. The homecoming parade and game are now scheduled for Saturday. Tim is hoping to create a fun "welcome back alumni" atmosphere. There is a CIAO steering committee being formed. Focus groups will be created to look at the WHS athletic program. Kristy Hayes has been asked to speak with
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the coaches of spring and winter sports in connection with the February/April vacations. He would like to see a consistent policy for athletes and feels families need to know in advance what the expectations are for these teams with respect to practice schedules etc. during these weeks. The CAP test results are in for the class of 2008. Science scores were strong – reading was down a bit. Tim is not concerned about this. The WHS SAT scores have broken records and 87% of students taking AP exams scored a 3 or higher. Parking has been a big problem. The "lottery" system had some success but there still are areas of concern. These are being evaluated.

Membership: Judy Paul reported that 639 people have joined the PTSA. She has collected over $2,500 in receipts to date. She has also received $430 in donations, 1/4 of which were from faculty. She is, however, missing some board members.

Treasurer's Report: Amy Donohue distributed her treasurer's report. She urged everyone to use the voucher form and to submit it within one month of the event.

PTA Council: Lynn Philbrick provided a "Ski & Skate" sale update. Council has decided to go ahead with the sale. It will be held at Comstock on the 14th (9:00am - 6:00pm) and 15th (11:00am – 2:00pm) of October. There will be better, higher-end products from the vendor but no consignments.

Gifts & Grants: The request from Ellen Essman for $500 to support a play entitled "Six Characters in Search of an Author" written by a WHS sophomore as an alternative to the WHS production of West Side Story was reviewed (see minutes for 5/9/06 meeting). A lot of discussion followed. Kim Mangan was uncomfortable with the fact that the event had already occurred. Joy Ruterman was concerned that the play was not connected in any way to WHS. Rose Krivoshik made a motion to approve this request; Julie Fingeret seconded it. A vote was taken. One person voted to approve. Everyone else voted against the motion so it failed.

Ways and Means: Julie Fingeret reported that the gift wrap fundraiser was a success. Net proceeds to date are in excess of $9,800 and 212 families participated. She reminded everyone that it was still possible to order on line.

Newsletter: There will be two issues this year – November and May – for two reasons. Costs continue to rise and there is a feeling that more and people are relying on the website for information.

Directories: Cathy Cathcart reported that sales were much better this year. The price was raised by $1 and 200 fewer books were ordered. So far, about $3,200 has been deposited.
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Senior Photos: Marla Sinchak aid there were some glitches this year but overall it went well. She has some suggestions for improvements for next year.

Reflections: Maria Shepard told everyone that this year's theme is "My Favorite Place". The deadline is January 1, 2007.

Kim Mangan distributed a list of volunteers. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm

Respectfully submitted,

Joy Ruterman

