Wilton High School PTSA

October 9, 2007

Present: Nancy Toll, Jennifer Walker, Sherry McReynolds, Anne Gaston, Kim Nabulsi, Meg Fuentes, Robin Como, Patti Krupnik, Susan Lash, Debbie Chann, Erin Woolard, Carol Kesler, Judy Paul, Gayle Murphy, Tim Canty, Sue Webster, Amy Donohue, Peter Schork, Catharine Kempson, Pam Kelley, Ronni McLaughlin, Angela Mills, Joy Ruterman, Julie Fingeret, Michelle Fechter, Kristine Yanoff, Susan Larsen, Karen Tartell, Jeanne Deming, Cathy Cathcart Amy Harris

Excused: Genia Meinhold, Ann Marie Amelio, Kim Mangan, Carol Vonick, Coleen Boepple

The meeting was called to order by Nancy Toll at 7:33 pm.

Nancy introduced the evening’s guest speaker, Pam Kelley, with Positive Directions- the Center for Prevention and Recovery. Pam discussed the state grant she is working on and introduced the survey which they are sponsoring on behalf of The Task Force to Reduce Underage Drinking. The towns of Wilton, Westport, and Weston have been approached to participate in this survey. Wilton has agreed to have both students and parents participate. Discussion continued regarding the best way to get the survey out to the parents with the suggestion of using the online Wilton Warrior. Once introduced, the survey responses need to be returned within 30 days. The more responses received the better the statistics.

Teacher Representative: Gayle Murphy indicated that host families are needed for the visiting Indian dance troupe. Dates are 10/24 – 11/12. 12 students and 2 adult teacher chaperones will need room, board, and transportation to WHS for the performances. Please contact Mrs. Carreras in world languages if able to host these students. Mid term progress reports are going out to parents and students which facilitate communication regarding a student’s academic performance.  Professional development day is November 6.

Principal’s Report: Tim Canty discussed the threatening message that was discovered Oct 5 in a student bathroom.  The authorities were contacted; the school was searched and found to be safe. Most afternoon and evening scheduled activities went on as planned. The following day, October 6, with a higher faculty presence, WHS administered the SAT tests as scheduled.  Discussion continued about how we react to any threat to our school environment. The school is putting in a feature allowing for access to the building via authorized card, with the main entrance being the only open door.

Positive feed back was received following the new parent breakfast. The orientation geared toward families new to town was appreciated. Homecoming is coming up soon and students and parents are reminded of the pledge forms which they must sign and adhere to regarding conduct at school functions. Last year we had approximately 750 students attend homecoming expecting similar numbers this year.

Student Representative’s Report: Peter Schork reports working with Sean O’Toole, facilities mgr. to obtain suitable and durable furniture for the student lounge area on the first floor.  With homecoming events the week of October 15-19 the student government is promoting Warrior pride and commitment to the community.  Can food drive, Iron cleat drive, and “Beanie Baby” drives are a few of the activities students can be involved in a positive way.  Many thanks to Mrs. Toll for her help in organizing the ticket sales for the Homecoming dance.

President’s Report: Nancy reminded the board of the Homecoming float and parade before football game on Friday, October 19, dance on Saturday Oct 20.  Water bottles and snacks are needed for the dance; please bring donations to Nancy’s house by Thursday.

Upcoming events: Tri Town College Fair- WHS Field house- Oct 18

Family Photo Weekend – October 19-21

Ski and Skate sale – October 12-13

Chorale Concert – Clune Center – October 24

Wilton Police officer, Scott Sears will be speaking at Middlebrook, October 25, regarding internet usage by our children.

Judy Paul has agreed to take on the YES position for the PTSA board.

 It was brought to the boards’ attention that the Message Center is continuing to be used as a “distribution center” for student treats. Discussion followed regarding the purpose of the Message Center and its ongoing use. Tim Candy spoke of the faculty’s position regarding this matter. There will be additional review and discussion of the centers use.  Parents, students and faculty will be asked for input.

Vice President’s Report: Amy Harris updated the board on the current PTSA membership numbers with a reminder to all board members of the need to pay their dues. Membership cards are ready for pickup.

Treasurer’s Report: Nothing to report

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of the September 11 WHS PTSA meeting and the September 18 General Meeting were both accepted without correction.

Committee Reports:

Newsletter: Carol Schwartz has requested that any inclusions for the newsletter need to be received by October 15.  Mailing is set for November 1.

Hospitality:  Annual faculty holiday brunch is set for December 12. A sign up sheet has been circulated for fruit and baked goods donations.

Photos: Undergrad retake day Friday Oct 12, 8:30-10:30 in the Zellner Center, forms available in message center. Senior retake day Oct 16-17.

Ways and Means: Catharine Kempson reported on the progress of the gift wrap sales with the recommendation that we continue through Thanksgiving. Another email will be sent to WHS families notifying them of the extended opportunity to order.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Walker

