Wilton High School PTSA Meeting Minutes January 12, 2010
Present: Sibylle Kinley, Amy Donohue, Susan Lash, Lynn Philbrick, Tim Canty, Joy Ruterman, Sherry McReynolds, Jeanne Deming, Robin House, Angela Mills, Jennifer Walker, Karis Miller, Jennifer Ward, Erin Woolard, Colleen Boepple, Lori Kaine, Chris Winrow, Anne Gaston, Joanna Copley, Mary Kehoe, Nancy Toll

Excused: Hilary Clifford, Matt Kobin, JoAnn LoGiurato, Robin Como, Rachelle Bernabei, Susie Cella, Kim Mangan, Jennifer Farmakis, Kim Mangan

Also Present: Arlene Gottesman, Ken Post, Barbara Myers, Gil Bray, Rama Siripuram, Tiffany Tecce, Jeff Cross

The meeting was called to order by Sibylle Kinley at 7:33pm.

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of the November 10, 2009 meeting were approved.

Principal’s Report:  Thank you to the PTSA for the wonderful Holiday Brunch in December. Thank you also to Sherry McReynolds and Angela Mills for the Alumni Panel. Sue Mangan was the moderator and it was a great success. The display cases that the PTSA and Class of 2009 donated are finally installed on the 2nd Floor Main Lobby. The new year is busy with Midterms, CAPT testing and a lot of time on Budget deliberations.

Student President’s Report: Hilary Clifford is studying for midterms.

Teachers Report: Mr. Kobin is ill.

President’s Report: Thank you to all who helped with the Faculty Brunch. The Reflections participants are on display in the Library and the reception will be held on Thursday January 14. Sally Foster orders totaled $4,700 with aprox. $2300 for the PTSA. There have been other donations which will help make up the difference ($4,000 was the expected profit from Sally Foster) The Turnover shop gave $6,000 to the PTSA. They work very hard for the schools and are desperate for volunteers. The Message Center/YES Center phone lines cost $1,000 a year and we would like to work with the High School to reduce these costs. Please make sure to attend the January 21st Board of Education Budget Presentation, Cider Mill Cafeteria.

Treasurer’s Report: Everyone is doing a good job keeping expenses down. Photo receipts came in higher than the budget.

Vice President’s Report: There are 583 members, aprox. 2 dozen fewer than last year.

Alumni Panel: Sherry and Angela reported that the Alumni Panel was a great success. There were 10 College Freshman from a variety of schools and they were fabulous. Very impressive in their presentations and filled with good advice (bottom line, go to your classes!) The event is being broadcast on Channel 78.

Nominating: Karis and Chris will be sending out an email to everyone to find out plans and positions for next year’s Board.

Gifts and Grants: The stadium sound system grant request has been withdrawn

Lisa Hearon has requested a $400 grant for the International Business Class. (20-80 students) They would like to make donations through KIVA, a Micro Lending Company. The students would donate $25 per project and be able to watch how the money is used through the KIVA website. The $25 is a loan which would be paid back with interest and then can be reinvested in another project. This would be a Pilot project subject to further evaluations by the High School. Motion to donate $400 approved.

The Board of Education Budget Presentation by Arlene Gottesman and Ken Post: 

Arlene and Ken presented the proposed Board of Education Budget. This is a difficult Budget year and a lot of time has been spent on this.

The first priority of the Board of Education is reasonable class sizes and protecting core curriculum. It is also a priority to protect the Arts and Athletic programs. 

It is very important for people to attend the January 21st public hearing on the School Budget. The Board of Finance meeting is set for March 24.

The PTSA Meeting was adjourned at 8:52pm

Respectfully Submitted,

Susan Lash, Secretary
