Wilton High School PTSA Meeting Minutes April 13, 2010

Present: Sibylle Kinley, Amy Donohue, Susan Lash, Lynn Philbrick, Tim Canty, Joy Ruterman, Matthew Kobin, Sherry McReynolds, Angel Mills, Jeanne Deming, Jennifer Walker, Michelle Fechter, Erin Woolard Robin Como, Anne Gaston, Mary Kehoe, 

Excused: Robin House, Karis Miller, Jennifer Ward, Chris Winrow, Susie Cella, Joanna Copley

Also Present: Sharon Lin, Amy Harris

The meeting was called to order by Sibylle Kinley at 7:34pm.

Secretary’s Report: Minutes for the March 9th meeting were passed with one correction. Erin Woolard was added to the excused attendance list.

Gifts and Grants: The request is for $500 for the Wilton Library. The library is adding to its collection of High School textbooks and will purchase new and used copies. A few books were pulled from the Library Booksale and some books were donated from WHS classrooms. The High School Library does not have copies of the textbooks and is only open until 3:30pm. Gifts and Grants motion approved.

Principal’s Report:  Mr. Canty reported Graduation will be held on June 19th. There will be an attempt to make the students part of the ceremony. 2010 has a great Senior Class. Jr. Parents help with the set up for Graduation. Over the summer Chartwells food service will be remodeling the High School kitchen at their expense. It will have more of a snack bar look during the day. In September 2010 there will be a Principals Coffee on the issue of bullying and mean spirited behavior. New technology and the anonymity and speed at which everything happens is a great cause for concern. There has been a 1.2M Budget reduction (1.17 from the Board of Education Budget) The High School will see a decrease in staff and class size will go to the top of the acceptable range. This will affect certified staff, aids and programs. Please participate in the town Budget Process in May.

Teachers Report: Mr. Kobin reported that AP exams are coming at the beginning of May. Senior Projects are starting and report cards will be out before the break. Next year the Parent Portal will be open report cards will be posted online. The Arts festival is this week with highlights being the Variety Show and the Yale Alley Cats A Cappella singing group on Friday morning.

PTA Council Budget Report: Amy Harris presented the budget discussions from PTA Council. The budget can only be reduced at this point. There is a risk at the Town Meeting that a motion will be made to further reduce the budget. We need parents to attend the May 4th meeting. Historical data was distributed (attached) On Election day May 8th  at Middlebrook there will be a Hot Dog Cart, Door Prizes, Band, a Fire Truck. (A Free Hot Dog for 1st time student voters) Please get people to vote on Saturday.

President’s Report: Sibylle Kinley reported that Parent Connection/Wilton Youth Council is presenting “Help My Kid is Disorganized” this Thursday at 11:30am at the Library. 145 people participated in the Wilton Youth Council Community Conversation. The students ran the meeting. A group of 8th graders took a position that they did not want to be a part of what they have heard about parts of the High School social scene and they would like to see a shift in the “norm”. The community wants to let these students know that they are not alone. There will be a follow up meeting May 11th at Trackside. WHS student Julie Lynch is the PTA scholarship winner. At the PTA convention the keynote address was about the inclusion of all students. Student activity nights that include special needs kids. The High School has a club to train “buddies” for these students. Sibylle noted that Wilton has already come a long way compared to other schools with respect to inclusion. The PTSA executive board passed a last minute additional expense of $300 to be able to have the Yale Alley Cats at the Arts Festival. The PTSA will need to review all positions and bylaws next year.

Treasurer’s Report: March has been quiet. Please get your receipts in before year end. Also please let Lynn know if you are donating your expenses so that future budgets are accurate. $300 was added to the Arts Festival. The PTSA received a thank you letter from Marilyn Clune on behalf of the ABC program.

Vice President’s Report: No new members.

Nominating: Nominating positions still open are VP, Graduation (Jr. Parents), Reflections, Student Directory (need one more person)

Message Center: The sports team snacks are getting out of control again. Snacks can be dropped off during the day but then are to go with the team at the end of the day. Mr. Canty will look into this.

Next meeting date is Tuesday May 11th. This will be the last meeting of the year and the turnover meeting.

The PTSA Meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm
Respectfully Submitted, Susan Lash, Secretary
