Wilton High School PTSA

September 8, 2009
Present: Sibylle Kinley, Amy Donohue, Susan Lash, Lynn Philbrick, Tim Canty, Matt Kobin, Hilary Clifford, Sherry McReynolds, Angela Mills, Robin House, Michelle Fanwick, Karis Miller, Jennifer Walker, Colleen Boepple, Erin Woolard, Lauren Mirabile, Robin Como, Chris Winrow, Lori Kane, Viv Stewart, BJ Bloom, Anne Gaston, Julie West, Rachelle Bernabei, Susie Cella, Kim Mangan, Nancy Toll, Joanna Copley 

Excused: Joy Ruterman, Robin Kozakiewicz, Jeffy Emerson, Michelle Fechter, JoAnn LoGiurato, Dottie Jankowski, Michele Barnes, Kathy Helms, Jennifer Farmakis, Mary Kehoe, Valerie Weed, Jeanne Deming, Lisa Lamason

Also Present: Bruce Likly 

Absent Excused: 

The meeting was called to order by Sibylle Kinley at 7:30pm. Everyone in attendance introduced themselves.

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of the May 12, 2009 meeting were accepted without correction.

Principal’s Report:  Tim Canty reported that the opening was relatively smooth despite all of the construction this summer. There is ongoing work in the evenings and they are waiting for the Little Theatre to come online. The school held its first 10-12th Grade Presentation. Turnout was small but the event was appreciated. There are 1,305 students at the HS, 25 over projection, which is putting pressure on staff and class sizes. There are new lockers Fr & So have assigned lockers, Jr & Sr students get to choose. The new attendance policy is in place and the school is attempting to make sure that their data is accurate. Standardized test results were outstanding. Answered questions about Study Hall sign in.

Student President’s Report: Hilary Clifford reported that Homecoming is the week of Sept 29 – Oct 3rd. This is the earliest it has ever been. The Student Government is using Homecoming to get more involved with Community Outreach especially the Lower Fairfield Food bank. Jeep Wranglers and parent drivers are needed for the Homecoming Parade. The Student Government is going to continue giving club grants this year (up to $200) Last year it was a positive event when they held a competition between clubs to collect canned goods and the Forum made good use of the $200 grant they were awarded for collecting the largest donation. The Homecoming Dance is going to be held on Saturday Oct 3rd and be moved to the Field House because of the number of students. Refreshments will continue to be in the cafeteria. Homecoming is early this year to avoid conflicts with SAT/ACT testing. Mr. Canty confirmed that only WHS students may attend the Homecoming Dance.

Teachers Report: Teachers are excited to get started. The Science department is very happy with the great new facilities. The English Department Summer Reading Program was a success.

President’s Report: Sibylle Kinley expressed her thanks to those who have already done a lot for the school and PTSA this year. The Summer Mailing, Underclass and Senior Photos, The Message Center, School Store and Weekly Warrior are all done and/or up and running. As goals for this year Sibylle would like to improve on communication with the PTSA Pride, and perhaps a “Did You Know” Pamphlet with information by Grade for parents. Community Outreach is another goal with a continuation of projects like the Holiday Card Design contest for Senior Students and the AP Photo/Journalism project with Residents at the Greens. Fundraising will be all on-line this year and there is concern about the amount that will actually be raised. People need to be encouraged to make donations if they do not want to buy wrapping paper. Other fundraising ideas need to be developed. Top Driver is a new Drivers Ed program that is offering to donate $20 per student to the PTSA. There is some concern about whether this can be accepted and needs to be looked into. Sibylle will be attending meetings with Mr. Canty, Dr. Richards, PTA Council and the WHS PTSA Executive Board on a monthly basis and reporting back.

House & Grounds: Erin Woolard and Lauren Mirabile have a lot of ideas for this year and would like to see an increase in the House & Grounds budget. Their suggestions include a park like trash bin and recycling box at the Field House, Picnic Tables with Astroturf and umbrellas in the “cut out” area between the main door and the field house and then additional stone urns and flowers. Lauren Mirabile has been talking to students and reports that they would really like to have additional seating outside of the school. Mr. Canty’s initial concern is about supervision. The suggestion was made to purchase OBEX products which use recycled materials.

A motion was made by Kim Mangan to add $1000 to the line item for House & Grounds for a total no more than $2500. Lauren Mirable seconded the motion. The motion was then tabled until after the presentation of the 2009-2010 budget.

Treasurer’s Report: Lynn Philbrick reported that she has reimbursement forms available and reminded everyone that the PTSA does not pay sales tax. Lynn presented the 2009-2010 budget. There are concerns that the fundraiser will not bring in as much money so certain line items have been reduced. The auditor noted that too much is being spent on Hospitality and so those line items have been reduced. Over the past few years the PTSA has been spending down the cushion provided by the Centennial Puzzle fundraiser. It was asked why the budget was not being presented at the WHS Open House as it has been in the past. Only Board Members can vote on the budget and make motions. The feeling is that there is not a lot of time that night. The budget passed as presented. The motion to increase House & Grounds by $1,000 was opposed at this time. Lynn reminded everyone that changes can be made at a later date once the fundraising numbers come in (usually by the end of October)

Vice President’s Report: As of today there are 333 PTSA members. Last year the total was 608. There should be a lot of sign ups at the Sept 20th Open House. We should consider to see if teachers should be part of the PTSA to qualify for Gifts and Grants. Membership cards are available to those who want them.

Reports:

Underclassmen Photos: Viv & BJ reported that the photo sessions went incredibly smoothly and that Coffee Pond’s photographers like coming to Wilton because everything is so well organized.

Senior Photos also went well. They had great weather for them.

Student Directories:  Kim Mangan reported that despite the August 28th deadline they are still getting submissions for the directory but this weekend is the absolute cutoff and there are no longer updates since there is no longer a printed newsletter. The directories cost $5 each. All teachers/administrators/coaches get a copy. They will be ready for Open House.

School Store: Susie Cella reported that all her volunteer spots are filled but she can always use a few extra names. The store is open from 9am – 1:30pm. The profits go to the school for student-based needs. A suggestion was made to incorporate the school store with business classes but it is not a complicated enough project for the students.

Message Center: Slots are filled all is running smoothly.

Ways & Means: All online this year so talk it up. As of today 8 orders totally $432.

Newsletter:  Lori Kaine reported that this Quarterly newsletter will go out mid October so please let her know if you have information for it.

Wilton Youth Council: Has taken over Ski & Skate and is looking for volunteers

Reflections: There is some question about what this year’s theme is. (Beauty is)

PTA Council: Sibylle Kinley announced the PTA Council is co-sponsoring the following programs, Video Game Obsession: Helping Children Maintain a Healthy Gaming Hobby, No Kidding Me Too, Look Me in the Eye – My Life with Aspergers’ Syndrome

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:00pm

Respectfully submitted

Susan Lash,

Secretary
