Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting

September 3, 2009
Present: Lory Rothstein, Vicki Michael, Heather Wilcauskas, Sibylle Kinley, Stacy Crameri, Sunanda Nagpal, Lynn Philbrick, Donna Peterson, Jerusha Vogel, Heidi von Hoffmann, Liz Cocoros, Amy Harris, Priscilla Thors, Jeffrey Busch, Claudia Avallone, Coleen Moody, Leslie Hinshaw, Dottie Jankowski, Tiffany Teece 
Off Board Position- Barbara Meyers
Lory Rothstein called the meeting to order at 9:33AM.

A motion was made to approve the minutes from May 7, 2009 meeting.  The motion was seconded. A vote was taken and the minutes from the May 7, 2009 meeting were approved unanimously and without discussion.  
President’s Report
· Lory Rothstein- Introduction of all members, what positions and responsibilities, review of board listing for accuracy.

· Review of meeting schedule for 2009/2010 school year

· Agendas for this year will include all exec members, committees and individual school presidents.  For those who have reports the minutes will reflect it; for those who don’t the minutes will reflect “no report”.  
· Lori reviewed meeting with Dr. Richards, superintendant of schools, and updated everyone on HS construction, Sept. 23 tri board meeting, and H1N1 virus information.
· The subcommittee on audits will meet on Sept. 30 and will report at the Oct. 8 Council Meeting.

· Lori asked everyone to make sure we improve on communication this year and that all committees make the effort to meet with all of their counterparts at the individual school level

· This is an important year to define our mission, discuss fundraising efforts, and perhaps redefine roles. 
Treasurer Report

Leslie Hinshaw presented the proposed budget.  There was a question about the cultural arts account balance.  This will be checked and reported on at the next meeting on Oct. 8.  A motion was made to approve the budget as presented with the exception of the CA acct. balance.  The motion was seconded.  The budget was approved.
Programs

Vicki Michael- Three programs upcoming: September 25th “Why Children do the things they do? Principles of connected parenting.” Presented by nationally recognized author Bonnie Harris; October 7th – No Kidding, Me Too! Presented by Joe Pantoliano, award winning actor/producer; December 8th – “Look me in the eye my life with Asperger’s” presented by author John Elder Robison.  
Gifts and Grants Report

Heidi von Hoffmann reported that she’s setting up a meeting on September 15th between all of the G&G representatives and presidents from the individual schools to get information on how each of the programs run.  The goal is to make headway towards clarifying, defining and strengthening the process for this program.  A report will be given at the next meeting.  
Education & Budget
Amy Harris reported on elections slated for this year and who will be running for BOF.  She also listed how the ballot will read this year and how the election process will run.  

Board of Education Report
Barbara Lyons thanked everyone for their participation and indicated that the budgeting process for the BOE for the 2010/2011 school year will start very shortly.
Bus Safety

Jerusha Vogel and Donna Peterson reported that the first week of school ran smoothly and the parent volunteers rode the busses for the K-2 bus runs.

Community Outreach 

Priscilla Thors reported that she is looking forward to working with everyone and coordinating efforts with the representatives from the individual schools.

Cultural Arts

Sunanda Nagpal and Stacy Crameri reported there needs a discussion on how the cultural arts funds are distributed.  The process is currently not in the control of the council and needs to be revisited. Furthermore Sunanda and Stacy are going to explore to see what requests might be out there should we change our process.  A motion was made to change the Arts Festival bank account to a line item in the Council's budget.  The motion was tabled until further information and discussion at the next meeting on October 8th. 
Nominations-

No Report
School Photos and Family Portraits

School Photos were all scheduled for the first week of school.  Further report will follow at next meeting on October 8th.
Reflections

No Report.   

Webmaster/OMDR

Lynn Philbrick – no report at this time but OMDR should start sometime in Oct/Nov - 
Special Education
Donna Peterson – no report at this time but is looking forward to a good year.  
Miller/Driscoll

Tiffany Teece reported that $1000.00 was raised in pennies for peace.
Cider Mill

Heather Wilcauskas- No gift wrap this year.  Fundraising letter will go out in the fall.  Open houses caught some parents off guard because they were scheduled so early this year.  There is a change in enrichment programs this year.   
Middlebrook
Dottie Jankowski – Middlebrook is off to a good start.  
High School-

Sibylle Kinley – High School opened with construction process well under control.  New attendance procedures are causing some concern.  Otherwise things are going smoothly.
Meeting adjourned 11:57 am
