Wilton PTA Council Board Meeting

April 8, 2010
Present: Lory Rothstein, Patti Hoffmann, Heather Wilcauskas, Sibylle Kinley , Dottie Jankowski, Amy Harris, Tiffany Tecce, Robin Paradis, Leslie Hinshaw, Sunanda Nagpal, Claudia Avallone, Vicky Michael, Colleen Moody, Jerusha Vogel, Donna Peterson, Jeffrey Busch, Heidi von Hoffmann, Maria Haljin
Off Board Position- Barbara Meyers- Board of Education

Visitors/Guests – Nancy Ward – Parent,
Lory Rothstein called the meeting to order at 9:40 AM at Comstock.

Nominations-

Claudia Avalone- Nancy Ward is going to be a potential candidate for Secretary.  The outstanding positions for the Exec Board are: Delegate/Legislative and 1st VP Programs Candidates.  All Candidates will be voted on in the June turnover meeting.  
Secretary’s Report – 

Minutes were approved unanimously from the March 4th meeting.   

Treasurer Report – 

Leslie Hinshaw – Reflections still has funds available to be used.  
Cultural Arts

Sunanda- Rusty- Arts Festival begins Monday.  International Arts Exchange was well attended and a wonderful event.  Art work was amazing.  
Special Education- 
Donna Peterson- Special Advisory Board covers all special needs and all age children.  We discussed that there should be better communication between the parents who represent students with “special needs” and the PTA so that the inclusion process will work more smoothly.  It was decided that as “Special Education” representative for the PTA Council, Donna Peterson would work with the parent groups such as the Parent Advisory Board to help streamline this communication.  Inclusion and Empathy and Transition are 2 sections of this board.  The PTA welcomes this topic and really wants to work with all Special Ed programs.    If there is ever an event where a child is in attendance and needs an epi pen- a nurse needs to be provided to administer this.  Heather Wilcaukas has not met with anyone at Cider Mill about this Leadership Team.  
Gifts and Grants Report

Heidi von Hoffmann & Robin Paradis- a budget is available- what should be done with this money based on the fact that we have not had any requests.  If anyone has a suggestion as to a gift for us to give- please let Robin and Heidi know.  Jeffrey Busch made a motion to have $282.12 dollars used to build shelves for the Wilton Food Pantry that they need to raise the food off the floor to meet the Health Department Codes.  Five said yes, seven said no and 2 abstained.  The motion was not passed by the PTA Council.   

Education & Budget

Amy Harris & Maria Haljun- 
· At their meeting last evening, the Board of Finance voted to approve a town budget containing a 2.94% mill rate increase.  What this means for the town is cuts of just under $1.2 million in the Board of Education budget and just under $5000,000 in the Board of Selectman’s budget.
· May 4th is the Town meeting at Middlebrook.

· April 15th the Board of Education is having a meeting 7-9 pm this is a special work session at the High School.
President’s Report- 
Lory Rothstein- 
· State Convention (110th) April 8th & 9th at the Trumbull Marriott.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  
· Turnover is next Month- please update all your information so you will be ready to transition.  
Programs

Vicki Michael-Below is the description of the event that took place last night. What I mentioned in the meeting today is that there will be a Follow-Up Meeting inviting all the participants from last night plus all other community members who wish to attend. This follow up will present the outcome from the original event focusing on the goals of the evening and the recommendations moving forward. This will be a Task Force/Parent Connection program. The date discussed was May 4th but since that is the same night as the town meeting the Follow-up meeting is looking for a new date, hopefully the week of May 10th.
A COMMUNITY COMVERSATION for Parents AND Students (8th-12th graders): “What’s Happening Tonight?”
Wed  April 7, 7:00-9:00pm, Cider Mill School
Does your teen have an opinion about the existence of alcohol and substance use and abuse in their social scene? Join the Wilton Community Conversation and hear keynote speaker Liz Jorgensen, of Insight Counseling, and engage in an open, moderated and confidential discussion in small groups, identifying and exchanging ideas and suggestions for a consensus of positive action, data from which will be later evaluated. Pre-registration is suggested via www.wiltonyouth.org or 834-6413. Sponsored by The Taskforce to Reduce Substance Abuse Among Youth, Wilton Youth Council, Trackside, United Way of Coastal Fairfield County and Wilton Youth Services.

Meeting adjourned 11: am
